
BEFA campaign 1 
#TextbooksMatter: What lessons have we learnt?  
 
BEFA has achieved a lot in its first few years. The most important was winning two cases at 
the High Court and the Supreme Court of Appeal as part of the popular textbooks cases. This 
document will focus on the lessons learnt from the Supreme Court case.  
 
Textbooks case at the Supreme Court  
 
In November 2015, the Supreme Court of Appeal heard the case between the Department of 
Basic Education and Others and Basic Education for All (BEFA) and Others. This case about 
access to textbooks for learners in Limpopo was important because it started answering the 
question what makes up the right to basic education, as enshrined in Section 29(1)(a) of the 
Constitution of South Africa? If textbooks are a necessary component, what else is? 
 

 
The BEFA executive committee attending the textbooks case at the Supreme Court of Appeal in 
Bloemfontein.  

 
BEFA and SECTION27’s strategy involved public information; social mobilization; and 
advocacy & litigation. The overall campaign was called #TextbooksMatter. This hashtag was 
chosen to highlight the link between the systematic denial of future prospects of black 
learners in Limpopo, their families and entire communities and the broader black struggles 
the world over.  
 
Supreme Court case 
 
Public information 
 



An intense media campaign was conducted leading up to the hearing to ensure that its 
potential implications would be known by all. Media was chosen to target people in Limpopo 
and influential figures in Johannesburg. BEFA and SECTION27 partnered with community 
media to disseminate information in all local languages (Sepedi, Tsonga, Venda and English) 
to learners, their parents, their teachers and other members of the community. Multi-award 
winning photographer Thom Pierce profiled students trying to study under different 
circumstances. These pictures were used in South Africa’s major weekend newspaper 
publications.  
 

 
An article that appeared in the popular Sunday Times on 15 November 2015 with student profiles just before 
the hearing. 

 
A dialogue was also held at the historic Morris Isaacson High School in Soweto. It was chosen 
because of its role in student struggles from June 1976. Panelists included the MEC for 
Education in Gauteng, a Fees Must Fall leader, SECTION27 and BEFA, and a renowned 
playwright and poet. 
 



 
 Panelists at the BEFA and SECTION27 dialogue held at Morris Isaacson High School. From left: MEC Panyaza 
Lesufi, Maishe Maponya, Tebogo Sephakgamela, Shaeera Kalla and Faranaaz Veriava.  

 
Influencers such as struggle stalwarts Ahmed Kathrada and Barbara Hogan, writers Achmat 
Dangor, Redi Thlabi, Justice Malala, Prof Njabulo Ndebele, Sisonke Msimang and Margie 
Orford as well as ‘Fallist’ Shaeera Kalla spoke about why textbooks (and books in general) 
were important to them. They urged the powers that be to help improve the lot of Limpopo 
learners. Cartoonists for Africa, a group of cartoonists engaged in critical commentary also 
produced cartoons highlighting the importance of textbooks. These were shared widely on 
social media such as Facebook and Twitter.  

 
Struggle heros the Late Ahmed Kathrada and Barbara Hogan were among those who shared why books are 
important to them. 

 
Social mobilization 
 
Over 800 learners, educators and concerned community members marched in Giyani from 
the old Parliament to the municipal buildings. Marchers lamented the failed education system 



and the effect this has on the rest of their lives by carrying a symbolic coffin with their hopes 
and dreams. This procession turned heads and helped highlight the importance of textbooks 
for learners and teachers.  
 

 
Learners carrying a symbolic coffin, a headstone and books spelling out #Textbooksmatter during the march 
in Giyani. 

 
Advocacy and litigation 
 
The judgment stated that “the failure of the Limpopo Department of Education (LDoE) and the 
Department of Basic Education (the DBE) to provide textbooks to schools in Limpopo [was] a 
violation of the rights to a basic education [and] equal dignity”. 
 
By dismissing the State’s appeal, the Court reaffirmed the immediately realisable nature of 
the right to a basic education. This case is also significant because it sets precedence which 
could potentially be a game changer in relation to future challenges in cases related to 
education provisioning including sanitation, infrastructure, norms and standards on school 
funding, among many others.  
 
Impact 
 
While trying to avoid individual responsibility, Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga’s 
comments at the Education Indaba highlighted the impact of BEFA and SECTION27’s litigation 
and campaign.  Seemingly accepting the judgment as final, Motshekga said “the recent 
Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) judgment on the provision or lack thereof of Learning and 
Teaching Support Materials (LTSMs) to the Limpopo children, provided us with a mirror within 
which to view the importance of basic education1… sadly, it was frustrating to hear that in 
some of the provinces - LTSM had not been delivered, and yet I had been informed otherwise.” 
 

                                                      
1 Minister Angie Motshekga, “Keynote Address by the Minister of Basic Education, Mrs Angie Motshekga, 
MP, at the Free State Provincial Education Summit (INDABA) held at EMOYA Estate, Bloemfontein, 25 – 
26 February 2016”, 26 February 2016, http://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-angie-motshekga-free-
state-provincial-education-summit-26-feb-2016-0000.  

http://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-angie-motshekga-free-state-provincial-education-summit-26-feb-2016-0000
http://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-angie-motshekga-free-state-provincial-education-summit-26-feb-2016-0000


Post SCA judgment work 
 
BEFA and SECTION27 intensified constitutional literacy work to popularise the judgment and 
textbooks monitoring efforts with week-long advocacy campaigns in each of Limpopo’s five 
districts. The organisations received 38, 827 reported shortages for the 2016 year. These can 
be broken down to 4, 961 in the Mopani district; 17, 538 in Sekhukhune; 4, 333 in the 
Capricorn district; 5, 551 in Vhembe district and 6, 454 in the Waterberg district. These were 
reported to the LDoE and DBE.  
 

 
BEFA, TAC and SECTION27 comrades conducting a door-to-door campaign in Elim in the Vhembe district.  

 
These campaign took place in high density areas: Giyani CBD, Elim, Mankweng, Jane Furse 
and Steilhoop. They targeted students, educators, SGB members, parents, concerned 
community members, the Limpopo Department of Education (LDoE) and the National 
Department of Education (DBE) in particular.  
 
BEFA sought to have high attendance of roadshows, a large media footprint in each district 
and high volumes of people reporting textbooks shortages through our hotline number (071 
247 1476) during and after our advocacy work. 

 

 
One of the BEFA posters that was placed on lampposts, in newspapers and was used as a pamphlet to 
highlight textbooks shortages.  



 
The strategy changed to suit each area but was a combination of engaging: 
 

- drivers, passengers and small business owners in bus and taxi ranks 
- tribal authorities 
- local partners: These included Umthapo, TAC, as well as various organisations who 

attended SANAC civil society engagements and representatives of the state. 
- Schools, universities and their students 
- in door-to-door campaigns 
- in health facility visits 
- general dealers, bottle stores, shebeens and their clients. 
- Churches: the ZCC and Pastor Chris. 
- Communities through hanging posters on lampposts, bins and other public spaces. 
- Engaging influencers and celebrities to gain interest.  

 
These ended in road shows at the end of each week held at the busiest shopping malls.  
 

 
Journalist, political analyst and personality Justice Malala also spoke about the importance of textbook to 
him and in general. 

 
Media 
 
Throughout the campaign, BEFA and SECTION27 targeted prominent local media in order to 
amplify our work. Interviews were conducted with the following media outlets: 
 

- Capricorn FM 
- Thobela FM 
- Phalaphala FM 
- Polokwane Observer 
- Sowetan 
- Radio Turf 



- Munghana Lonene FM 
- The Eye News 
- Seipone 
- Limpopo Mirror 
- Makhado FM 
- Hlanganani FM 
- Sekhukhune FM 
- Giyani Community Radio Station  
- Takalani Community Radio Station. 
- The Daily Sun  

 

 
Nomatter Ndebele and Solanga Milambo at an interview at Hlanganani FM. Solanga was interviewed in 
Tsonga.  

 
Some crucial lessons going forward: 
 
- Although BEFA received a letter from the MEC allowing them to go into schools, more 
engagement must be at circuit level. 
- There is no substitute for talking to people face-to-face. People were more willing to speak 
to people in front of them. 
- Getting the BEFA ex-co meeting to coincide with the roadshows proved inspired because 
the whole ex-co played a pivotal role in engaging community members.  
- The engagement with tribal authorities and churches was critical and needs to be ongoing. 
Their agreement greases the wheels of the textbooks train. 
- School visits in their current form - as important as they are - did not work. Some visits took 
two to three hours, which is quite a lot of time when we're trying to do a hundred things.  It 
wouldn't hurt to engage the circuit managers before going to different areas. Our non-
engagement with them was not good for time management and getting the desired results.  
- Working with local partners and other NGOs is important when trying to amplify our 
message on the ground. TAC in particular were monumental.  



- BEFA needs to take better advantage of social media in order to get its voice out there. 
Should a member of the Secretariat be tasked and trained to monitor and update BEFA 
accounts?  
- The use of key influencers is especially important if one is to get buy in from the youth. 
- From a communications point of view, BEFA and SECTION27’s messaging needs to be clearer 
and constant.  
 
What do you think BEFA and SECTION27 do better when doing similar campaigns? This is 
important given: 
 

- Upcoming ANC elective conference in December 2017. 
- The Michael Komape trial that is coming up at the end of the year. 
- The upcoming elections in early 2019. 
- The infrastructure case, hopefully taking place in late 2017. 


