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Catalysing a social 
justice revolution
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Cover graphic: In 2018, SECTION27 concluded a process of evolution resulting 
from the stepping down of our co-founders. This review captures that process and 

emphasises our continued commitment to catalysing a revolution in health and 
education. The cover aims to capture the marriage of the two concepts.
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SECTION27, TAC and Corruption Watch marched to the Gauteng Legislature to demand the removal of Qedani Mahlangu and Brian Hlongwa from the Provincial Legislature.



Annual Review 2018 7

2018 was the year of transition at 
SECTION27 and in South Africa on 
the whole.

In South Africa, which is where we seek to 
realise the Constitution’s vision of social 
justice, mainly through activist work on 
rights to health care services and basic 
education, it was a year of transition from 
a corrupted President, Jacob Zuma, to 
a state and government on a path of 
cleansing itself of capture and corruption.

The year before, SECTION27 had played 
a big part in a civil society mobilisation to 
have Zuma removed. In general, he was 
believed to be central in enabling state 
capture. Our wishes (and more importantly 
our efforts) came true on 14 February 2018 
when Zuma resigned as President.

SECTION27’s leadership transition was 
less bloody and muddled. In late 2016, Adila 
Hassim, the Director of Litigation, and I had 
informed the Board of our wish to stand 
down and make way for a new generation 
of activists. These activists were people 
that we had mentored at SECTION27. 
After a careful two-year transition process, 
explained in greater detail by the incoming 
executive director, Umunyana Rugege, 
I stepped down on 31 December 2018 
– the end of nearly 24 years’ service at 
SECTION27, and our predecessor, the 
AIDS Law Project.

In the light of these changes, 2018 was 
bound to be a momentous year, and it 
didn’t disappoint. It started with the 
resumption of the public arbitration into 
the Life Esidimeni tragedy and continued 
with the disappointing judgment in the 
Michael Komape damages trial. 

It was an important year because it also saw 
the culmination (or milestone moments) in 
policy and legal processes that SECTION27 
has been involved in, at times for many 
years. For example, as reported in our 
articles: in May, Cabinet adopted a pro-

public health Intellectual Property Policy 
for South Africa. Later in the year, the 
Competition Commission published 
far-reaching preliminary findings and 
recommendations of the Health Market 
Inquiry (HMI), an inquiry that the AIDS 
Law Project had instigated as far back as 
2009, and with which we have consistently 
engaged ever since.

2018 was a year in which our 
communications team shone. As a result 
of innovative and imaginative media 
campaigns, Michael Komape became a 
household name. With the channeling of 
outrage at further toilet deaths or near 
deaths through the media, President 
Ramaphosa intervened directly in both 
school sanitation and the collapse of health 
systems which he agreed were in “crisis.” 
National Health Insurance (NHI), which has 
been handled in a confused and divisive 
fashion by Health Minister Motsoaledi, 
was taken under the President’s wing 
(although, sadly, that hasn’t brought about 
any improvements to the process or the 
draft legislation).

To a large extent, through our online health 
news publication, Spotlight, SECTION27 
played the leading role in the country in 
exposing corruption in the health system. 
Several investigations, now underway by 
the Special Investigating Unit, have relied 
on exposés by Spotlight and information 
we have provided to the authorities. In 
large, as a result of our advocacy, the 
corrupted MPs, Brian Hlongwa and Qedani 
Mahlangu, were eventually removed from 
their positions in government and the ANC. 
After we raised the issue of corruption 
at the Presidential Health Summit in 
October 2018, SECTION27 was invited to 
become a member of the Health Sector 
Anti-Corruption Forum.

While there was much progress with and 
recognition for our work, there were also 
dark clouds. In the face of a financial crisis, 
and the damage that has been done to 
many parts of our economy and public 
infrastructure by state capture, resources 
needed by the health and education  
systems are diminishing – as the need 
increases. As we have seen, not even a 

A message from the outgoing executive director.

high court judgment concerning school 
sanitation in Limpopo or Norms and 
Standards for School Infrastructure 
(both reported in our articles) resulted 
in improvements when the government 
thinks it has no money. In this respect, 
careful and detailed budget analysis 
(another innovation SECTION27 is 
undertaking) becomes vital to the armory 
of both advocacy and litigation.

In conclusion, and perhaps as my last word 
at SECTION27, I would like to commend 
the team of activists who do the day-to-
day work behind our successes, working 
long hours, travelling to remote parts 
of our country, engaging young people 
about their sexual and reproductive health 
rights, and talking with teachers and health 
workers about their duties and powers. 
They hold up hope for non-racialism. They 
are a microcosm of society working to 
overcome our differences and celebrate 
our diversity. 

At SECTION27, whether one's job is in 
finance, administration, research, media, 
or law, everyone is an activist. Every single 
person counts and is involved, and that is 
what has made working at SECTION27 a 
pleasure. It is vital that this unusual unity of 
purpose, and this assembly of equals, is not 
lost, because it has been hard to achieve.

When Adila Hassim and I started talking 
about the organisation that would be called 
SECTION27, we dreamt of what we see 
today. I am proud to leave an organisation 
that is led by women, but includes great 
young men amongst its team; that is 
respected and seen as a lodestar for social 
justice; that has won the support of donors 
in SA and internationally, and that has a 
board of committed activists in their own 
right able to ensure accountability and 
good governance.

I wish the new leadership and the whole 
team more success in the future. Our 
democracy and the lives of millions of 
people depend on it.

Still  
instigating change

Mark Heywood 
Executive Director,  
2010-2018
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SECTION27 went through significant 
changes in 2018, following our transition 
from founder leaders to new leadership. 
This revolution has seen a democratic 
change in leadership, which has been 
planned over time, supported by the 
staff, board, and donors. I was honoured 
to be appointed as the inaugural Deputy 
Director of SECTION27 during 2018, after 
a rigorous process led by our board.

In December 2016, the co-founders of 
SECTION27, Mark Heywood (Executive 
Director) and Adila Hassim (Director 
of Litigation), announced that they 
would step down from their respective 
positions. They hoped to make way for a 
new generation of human rights leaders. 
Adila Hassim departed in July 2017, and 
Mark Heywood stepped down on 31 
December 2018.

Following the announcement, 
SECTION27 staff elected a transition 
team comprising of staff members 
across the organisation to help define and 
navigate the transition. During 2017, the 
Board appointed a Director of Litigation; 
however, the candidate resigned during 
her probation period.

The recruitment for the Executive 
Director position elicited hundreds of 
applications. The Board interviewed 
four candidates, none of whom were 
suitable to lead SECTION27. As a result of 
learning through the transition process, 
the Transition Team proposed a strategy 
that would prioritise internal leadership 
development rather than relying on an 
external hire to fill the two most senior 
leadership positions in the organisation.

The Board accepted the proposal at 
its March 2018 meeting. The proposal 
entailed creating two new positions of 
Head of Education and Head of Health. 
Further, the creation of the Deputy 
Director role aimed at developing capacity 
to manage the day-to-day operations 
of the organisation, while the Executive 

Director continued to provide strategic 
direction to the organisation and manage 
external relationships. 

This group, together with the Heads of 
Finance, Human Resources & Admin, 
Communications and Fundraising, now 
comprises the executive committee and 
collectively manages the organisation. We 
are proud that the executive committee is 
an all-female team and we are committed 
to maintaining a work environment that 
advances gender equality, is safe for 
everyone and is conducive to the growth 
of young professionals who wish to pursue 
careers in social justice or simply to learn 
more about social justice and human 
rights practice. 

In 2018, our sector was hit by multiple 
sexual harassment scandals. While 
SECTION27 did not experience any 
incidents of sexual harassment, we 
took the opportunity to engage deeply 
on matters of gender equality, cultural 
influences on gender roles, harassment, 
sexual consent and power dynamics within 
relationships. The whole organisation 
together developed a robust sexual 
harassment policy, which was approved by 
our board. 

The organisational transition offered many 
opportunities in 2018 to address issues 
within the workplace as well as providing  
an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment 
to our vision to catalyse social change in 
South Africa and to support comrades 
working to advance social justice around 
the world. 

The new leadership aims to take 
SECTION27 forward with renewed energy 
and focus on the enormous task at hand. 
There is much work to do to advance 
women’s health rights, fix the health 

A message from the incoming executive director.

system, advance and develop the rights 
jurisprudence in respect of the right to 
basic education and to ensure dignity of 
children in their most formative years by 
fixing school infrastructure. I am thrilled 
to have the opportunity to lead a fantastic 
team of kick ass activists who believe in 
being the change we all want to see in the 
world. 

Umunyana Rugege was appointed as 
Deputy Director during 2018 and took over 
as Executive Director in January 2019.

SECTION27 sincerely thanks the following 
advocates and attorneys for their valuable 
contributions to our work during 2018.

Advocates 
Adila Hassim 

Andrea Gabriel 

Chris McConnachie 

Danny Berger SC 

Jonathan Berger 

Nontlantla Yina 

Vincent Maleka SC

Attorneys 
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr  

Webber Wentzel

Correspondent attorneys 
Buthane Rasemane Attorneys 

Gilfillan du Plessis Inc. Attorneys 

Gordon Mccune Attorneys 

Legal Resource Centre 

Webbers Attorneys

Referral attorneys 
Goldberg Attorneys 

Malcom Lyon Brivics

the revolution 
starts from within

Umunyana Rugege 
Executive Director,  
2019

SECTION27 women ahead of National Women's Day. 
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A message from the board chair. 

Conventionally, this should be a 
dignified and ever-so-slightly pompous 
contribution to the accompanying review. 
The reader should be referred to the 
organisation’s website; attention should 
be drawn to some particularly unique 
aspects; our donors should be singled 
out for special mention, and appropriate 
platitudes about the track record should 
be coupled with some guardedly upbeat 
prognostication. Well, please take all that 
as read. I deviate for a good reason.

First, this review covers our ninth year of 
service to South Africa. Over the years, 
SECTION27 has become a household 
name in the NGO sector, an exemplar 
of dedicated and competent service in 
several public interest fields.

Secondly, more importantly, even by 
SECTION27’s standards, this has been a 
remarkable year. A notable highlight was 
finding justice and redress for the Life 
Esidimeni families, alongside our ongoing 
work to improve mental health in Gauteng, 
and in South Africa on the whole. 

On the basic education front, the Michael 
Komape trial was essential for the overall 
work to put school sanitation and the rights 
of children firmly on the national agenda. 
This work ties up with the continuation of 
the Limpopo school books project, and 
the successful conclusion of the braille 
textbooks for blind learners project. We’ve 
seen significant developments in critical 
long-term projects, such as finalisation 
of the Intellectual Property Policy and 
advancement of the National Health 
Insurance ideal.

Thirdly and even more importantly, we 
note some personal landmarks. The 
irreplaceable founder, and guiding spirit, 
Mark Heywood, has left, following co-

founder and leader Adila Hassim. Their 
organisation has barely shown a ripple.

The soundly constructed, appropriately 
staffed and fully transformed organisation 
they built forges ahead confidently under 
new Executive Director, Umunyana 
Rugege, and her highly competent 
executive committee.

Any week’s schedule of external activities 
lists half-a-dozen staff members involved 
in skilled endeavours in SECTION27’s 
varied areas of concern: a TAC meeting 
in Giyani, a youth development workshop 
at Waterval Institute, and a briefing for 
parliamentarians from Myanmar – all 
of which is a living monument to Mark 
and Adila.

Lastly, a personal note: I retire shortly after 
serving on the board since its inception. 
I want to say how grateful I am for the 
privilege of working with such remarkable 
people, both board members, and staff. 
We’ve built SECTION27 into a valuable 
national asset, and I leave confident 
that the organisation will long continue 
its essential service to our country and 
its people.

a new generation of 
human rights leaders

Justice Zak YacoobDr Nic Spaull

Alice Brown Brent Botha Dr Brian Brink

Nompumelelo Seme

Justice  
Johann  
Kriegler

Redi Tlhabi

TAC Deputy Secretary-General, Vuyokazi Gonyela, and 
SECTION27 Executive Director, Umunyana Rugege at the 
TAC 20th Anniversary Celebration.
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The extraordinary feats that 
SECTION27 people accomplish over 
and above the work they do to achieve 
social justice.

08

02

05

06 09

01

03

04 07 10

1. Nontsikelelo Mpulo took part in the Centenary 
Trek4Mandela. She summited Mount Kilimanjaro 
on 18 July 2018.

2. Spotlight Editor, Marcus Low secured a U.K. 
publisher for his book, "Asylum."

3. Mark Heywood participated in the 900-kilometre 
Joburg2C Cycle Challenge to raise funds 
for SECTION27.

4. Mark Heywood ran his 19th Comrades Marathon  
to raise money for SECTION27.

5. Head of Education, Advocate Faranaaz Veriava, 
received her Doctorate.

6. Vuyisile Malinga received his LLB from the 
University of Pretoria.

7. The South African Society of Psychiatrists (SASOP) 
honoured SECTION27 with the Community Award 
for our contribution to the Life Esidimeni case.

8. Head of Health, Sasha Stevenson, was named one 
of the Top 200 Young South Africans by the Mail 
and Guardian.

9. Pamela Choga received her LLM in International 
Economic Law.

10. Senior Communications Officer, Ngqabutho Mpofu, 
obtained his Masters degree.

section27 
people
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Here's a behind-the-scenes look at the life 
of SECTION27 activists at work and play.
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Sam Brener 
Attorney

Dolly Lebakeng 
Fundraising Assistant

Sifiso Nkala 
Community Mobiliser

Lilian Mwaungulu  
HR Assistant

Anna Maluleke 
Community Mobiliser

Sandra Reneke  
Librarian

Dr Faranaaz Veriava 
Head of the Right to Basic 

Education

Sipho Komane 
Paralegal

Mark Heywood 
Executive Director 

(Outgoing)

Nkululeko Conco 
Attorney

Patrick Zaid-Mdletshe 
Community Mobiliser

Sasha Stevenson  
Head of the Right  

to Health

Ektaa Deochand 
Attorney

Rachel Milanzi 
Finance Officer

Bridget Mohapi 
Financial and Admin Clerk

Selby Mgadi 
Community Mobiliser

Sheniece Linderboom 
Attorney

Elinor Kern  
Head of Fundraising

Nasser Sujee 
Financial Officer

Nontsikelelo Mpulo  
Head of Communications

Busi Mzimbili  
Office Assistant

Daniel McLaren 
Budget Analyst

Sibongile Mtshelu 
Executive Assistant

Kuda Chimone 
Head of Finance

Saamiah Jardine 
Procurement and Admin 

Officer

CURRENT STAFF



Annual Review 2018 13

Anso Thom  
Spotlight Editor

Thabang Pooe  
Senior Legal Researcher

Nikki Stein  
Inhouse Counsel

Violet Kaseke-Palmer 
Head of Human Resources 

and Administration

Pamela Choga 
Legal Researcher

Thembi Mahlathi 
Paralegal

Vuyisile Malinga 
Education Intern

Bheki Maqepula 
Community Mobiliser

Solanga Milambo 
Community Mobiliser

Thokozile Mtsolongo 
ECHCAC Co-ordinator

Nomatter Ndebele 
Communications Officer

Vuyokazi Gonyela  
NSP Co-ordinator

Tebogo Sephakgamela 
Researcher

Thuthukile Mbatha 
Researcher

Zukiswa Pikoli 
Communications Officer

Rodene Bazley  
HR Assistant

Tendai Mafuma  
Legal Researcher

Ngqabutho Mpofu 
Senior Communications 

Officer

Umunyana Rugege 
Exective Director 

(Incoming)

Odney Matsi 
Finance Officer

former STAFF
We said goodbye to some of our staff members 

at the end of 2018 and beginning on 2019:
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The advice office is often the first contact 
that people have with SECTION27.

This office gives SECTION27 insight into 
the harrowing circumstances under which 
our people continue to live. It highlights the 
need for a stronger and more integrated 
civil society movements to address the 
structural inequality still prevalent in our 
society. Education Attorney, Sheniece 
Linderboom leads Thembi Mahlati and 
Sipho Komane, our team of paralegals. 
Thembi joined the team in 2018 when she 
qualified as a paralegal. She and Sipho deal 
with hundreds of cases, some of which 
lead to litigation by SECTION27, but many 
of which we refer.

The SECTION27 mandate includes the 
right to education and the right to health. 
However, a large portion of the requests 
received for assistance fall outside the 
mandate. In such instances, we refer these 
matters to other external organisations, 
state institutions, chapter 9 bodies, or 
private law firms.

In 2018, we received a total of 657 cases. 
Of those cases, 149 were education 
related, 123 were health-related, and 385 
were referred externally.

The advice office has and continues to 
improve its processes. Doing this includes 
improving on file management systems, 
data capturing, building relationships 
with referral partners, joining forums, and 
building the capacity of staff members.

Our Advice 
Office

Area of law Number of matters

Education 149

Health 123

HIV related matters 19

Housing 19

Labour 98
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SECTION27 is trying to change the health 
system - a big ask, but we don’t usually 
set small goals. We want to bring forth a 
significant health system change because 
we see the impact of a collapsing and 
unsustainable health system. This health 
system led to the Life Esidimeni disaster. 
It is a health system that makes pay-outs 
of over R500 million a year in medical 
negligence claims in Gauteng alone. 

It sees 17-year olds being given 
hysterectomies without their consent and 
turns away migrants seeking antiretroviral 
treatment. It is a health system that sees 
doctors and nurses leaving the sector and 
the country. It is unjust in its financing. It is 
unfair in its allocations and prioritisation of 
urban over rural populations.

We are not alone in our call for change. 
Government, labour, patients, academia, 
civil society, and the private sector 
all recognise that something must 
change. Where we differ is on what that  
“something” is, and how to go 
about effecting the change that is 
urgently needed.

SECTION27 has set the big goal of changing the health 
system. We see the negative impact of a collapsing and 

unsustainable health system on society. 

SECTION27 has participated in the 
National Health Insurance (NHI) policy 
development process from the very 
beginning. 2018 saw a significant 
step forward in that process, with 
the publication of the NHI Bill and the 
Medical Schemes Amendment Bill. We 
were excited to see the long-promised 
legislation but disappointed to see its 
contents. The NHI Bill, in particular, failed 
to take account of the many important 
issues raised in previous submissions. 

Over 1,600 children at 
schools in Limpopo and 

Gauteng benefitted from 
these training workshops 

and discussions.

It also failed to lay out any transitional 
roadmap from the health system we battle 
today to the health system envisaged 
under NHI. The Medical Schemes 
Amendment Bill was published shortly 
after the publication of the Provisional 
Report of the Competition Commission 
Market Inquiry on the Private Health 
Sector but in apparent ignorance of the 
recommendations of the report. Since its 
inception over five years ago, SECTION27 
has been an active stakeholder in the 
Health Market Inquiry. We ensured that the 
voices of patients were heard during the 
public hearings and that the constitutional 
right to access healthcare services was 
at its centre. We made submissions and 
statements at various stages of the 
Inquiry, particularly about the number of 
delays in the finalisation of the provisional 
report, now out, and the release of the 
final report. That the finalisation of the 
Inquiry report has been delayed yet again 
is a matter of grave concern. It signals the 
lack of urgency required to catalyse the 
much-needed revolution in the private 

Catalysing a volution 
in health rights

re

Advocate Adila Hassim celebrates with family committee members, Andrew Pietersen and Reverend Maboa, at the announcement of the Arbitration Award by Deputy Chief Justice Dikgang 
Moseneke. 

http://pmg-assets.s3-website-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nhi_bill_draft.pdf
http://pmg-assets.s3-website-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/medical_schemes_amendment_bill_draft.pdf
http://www.compcom.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Health-Market-Inquiry-1.pdf
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health care system that must make it 
more equitable and affordable for all.

We made submissions on both the 
Medical Schemes and NHI Bills, and we’ve 
have been clear about our call to focus 
on system change ahead of legislation 
development – on real progress instead of 
election promises. The Medical Schemes 
Amendment Bill has since been put on 
hold, and the NHI Bill appears to have 
receded into the background. We await 
further development.

NHI machinations are not the only 
potential source of health system 
reform. Everything that SECTION27's 
health rights team does is intending to 
improve the health system and ensure the 
realisation of the rights of its users. 

The Life Esidimeni Arbitration was an 
essential feature of 2018. The results of 
the arbitration included the recognition of 
the violation of rights of mental health care 
users and their families, and the awarding 
of constitutional damages, counselling 
services, and obligations on government to 
plan for reform to the mental health system 
in Gauteng.

We continued our work on Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) in 2018. Our work 
included assisting with the development 
and promulgation of regulations on 
Emergency Medical Services, engaging 
with the Eastern Cape Department of 
Health and unions on two EMS strikes, and 
collecting evidence in anticipation of likely 
litigation in 2019.

Policy relating to Community Health 
Workers (CHWs) progressed significantly in 
2018. We continue working with CHWs to 
assist in their mobilisation and to monitor 
implementation of the policy.

Over 1,600 children at schools in Limpopo 
and Gauteng, and countless members 
of AIDS councils, student groups, and 
community-based organisations have 
benefitted from training workshops and 
discussions on sexual and reproductive 

health rights and sexual violence by 
SECTION27 field workers, community 
mobilisers, researchers, and attorneys in 
2018. Our sexual and reproductive health 
rights work has also expanded to focus on 
access to safe abortion and to highlight 
the sexual and reproductive health rights 
implications of the HIV and TB programme. 

The Policy on Intellectual Property, 
published in 2018, has a clear public health 
focus, following years of policy advocacy 
from SECTION27 and others. We continue 
to push for implementation of the policy 
and development of law on Intellectual 
Property, which is good for public health.

Finally, as in all sectors in the country, 
corruption poses an immense risk to 

health. In 2018, SECTION27 was involved 
in exposing corruption in private 
ambulance and medical equipment 
procurement, in the Life Esidimeni 
disaster, and in stem cell treatment service 
contracting. We are now members of the 
Health Sector Anti-Corruption Forum, 
coordinated by the Special Investigating 
Unit, to assist further in the investigation 
and prosecution of corruption in health. 

2018 was a pivotal year for SECTION27’s 
work on health. 2019 promises more of 
the same. We will continue to work for 
health system change, to set big goals, 
and to fight for the realisation of the rights 
of all in South Africa to access to health 
care services.

Attorneys Sasha Stevenson and Umunyana Rugege, and researcher, Tendai Mafuma with family members at Life Esidimeni 
Arbirtation hearings.

Researcher Tendai Mafuma and Attorney Ektaa Deochand consult with Community Health Workers in Bloemfontein, Free
State.

The Policy on 
Intellectual Property, 

published in 2018, 
has a clear public 

health focus.
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Life Esidimeni family members mourn loved ones at the resumption of the arbitration hearings in January 2018.
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It is impossible to talk about mental 
health in South Africa without referring 

to the Life Esidimeni tragedy.

What happened in Life Esidimeni revealed 
the state’s failure to prioritise mental 
health care users. The result of such a 
failure was the violation of fundamental 
rights and the deaths of vulnerable people.

The Life Esidimeni Arbitration, which ran 
from October 2017 until March 2018, went 
a long way to compensate the affected 
families for the unjustifiable violations 
of their constitutional rights. It assisted 
them in getting closure. The arbitration 
was the result of the Health Ombud’s 
Report published in February 2017, in 
which he recommended an alternative 
dispute resolution process. 

SECTION27 represented 66 of the 144 
bereaved families in the ground-breaking 

arbitration. Following its finalisation, we 
continue to assist affected families. We 
also continue to support the Life Esidimeni 
Family Committee.

We organised a financial literacy workshop 
for all our clients before they received their 
compensation of R1.2 million. We have 
also assisted with family conflicts through 
separate mediation proceedings where 
family members could not agree on how to 
share the compensation.

We continue to work to ensure the 
protection of the rights of mental health 
care users. We also work to ensure that 
the Health Department implements 
the Award of the Arbitrator and the 
Health Ombud’s recommendations. If 

implemented correctly, there will be a 
significant improvement in access to 
quality mental health services for mental 
health care users reliant on the public 
health care sector.

One of the recommendations made 
by the Health Ombud in his report was 
that the Gauteng Department of Health 
(GDoH) must develop and implement a 
recovery plan to ensure the restoration 
and improvement of mental health care 
services. This recommendation was in 
light of deaths of mental health care users 
from Life Esidimeni. It was reaffirmed in 
the arbitral award.

fighting for the cognition 
on mental health rights

re

The SECTION27 Life Esidimeni legal team: Advocate Adila Hassim, Attorney Sasha Stevenson, Advocate Nikki Stein, Attorney Umunyana Rugege and Researcher Tendai Mafuma.

http://ohsc.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/FINALREPORT.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/images/LifeEsidimeniArbitrationAward.pdf
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In September 2018, the GDoH produced 
its Mental Health Strategy and Recovery 
Plan. SECTION27 made comments on 
the plan. We will continue to engage the 
GDoH and make contributions to the 
development and implementation of 
the recovery plan together with other 
stakeholders, such as the Mental Health 
Alliance, the South African Depression 
and Anxiety Group and the South African 
Federation for Mental Health. 

We hope that the GDoH’s mental health 
recovery plan will address issues on 
infrastructure, governance, human resources 
and budget. 

Addressing these issues will help to 
support a sustainable mental health 
system. We also hope that this re-
imagined mental health system will be the 
flagship for a caring and efficient mental 
health system for other provinces.

SECTION27 advocated for mental health 
review boards (MHRBs) during the course 
of 2018. MHRBs oversee the protection 
of the rights of mental health care users. 
They ensure that the rights of mental 
health care users are not unduly limited.

We advocated for MHRBs to receive 
adequate resources and training. We 
also called for them to receive defined 
functions and powers so that they can do 
their duties.

We continue to work with the GDoH to 
ensure that they constitute functional 
MHRBs. We also continue to work with the 
NDoH to ensure that they revise training 
and orientation manuals for MHRBs.

We also see the impact of our work in 
terms of increased recognition of mental 
health care rights. In August 2018, the 
Acting Judge presiding over an eviction 
matter asked us to make representations 
to the South Gauteng High Court. The 
eviction matter involved the Midvaal Local 

Our work in mental 
health care rights is 
making the positive 

impact that we 
aimed for.

Municipality and a mental health NGO. 
The Judge's concern was on the possible 
impact that his order would have on the 
NGO's mental health care users. A request 
came for SECTION27 to intervene.

Through our involvement, the Director 
for Mental Health in the GDoH intervened 
in the matter. We assisted the parties to 
come to an out of court settlement. All 
parties agreed to suspend the eviction 

for one month to allow the GDoH time to 
make the appropriate arrangements for 
the mental health care users.

We continue to keep mental health on the 
national agenda through various media 
campaigns and speaking engagements.

Mark Heywood congratulates a family member at the Life Esidimeni Arbitration Award.

Umunyana Rugege congratulates Life Esidimeni family member on the arbitration award.
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Over the past ten years, SECTION27 has worked with Community 
Health Workers (CHWs) to demand that the National Department of 

Health (NDoH) recognise the work done by CHWs.

We also challenged the NDoH to develop 
a sustainable CHW programme that 
integrates into the rest of the health care 
system. Despite our consistent advocacy, 
progress has been slow.

The developments made in 2018 signified 
a positive shift in the landscape of 
community-based healthcare. The first 
significant milestone in this campaign was 
the expansion of the comprehensive HIV/ 
AIDS and TB grant. The expanded grant 
includes a community outreach services 
sub-component that explicitly supports 
CHWs. 

The Minister of Finance allocated a total 
of R4.4 billion over the next three years 
to the CHW programme. He announced 
this allocation in his 2019 Budget Speech. 
He added that first R1 billion would come 
into effect in the 2020/21 financial year. 
This decision was the first time that 
direct funding for CHWs has been made 
available. It can be linked to our advocacy 
and that of our partners.

In April 2018, the NDoH finalised the 
Ward Based Primary Healthcare Outreach 
Policy. This policy regulates, among 
others, the recruitment, training and 
management of CHWs. We will continue to 
monitor the implementation of the policy. 

Soon after the finalisation of the policy, the 
NDoH reached an agreement with CHWs 
representatives on the monthly stipend 

of R3500 to be paid to CHWs. While this 
is a welcome development, five out of 
the nine provinces are yet to implement 
the agreement. SECTION27 continues to 
work with all the stakeholders to ensure 
that the agreement is implemented as 
soon as possible, where necessary with 
retrospective effect.

One of the advocacy slogans by the TAC 
during the initial struggle for antiretroviral 
treatment was "nothing for us without us."

SECTION27 has worked to equip CHWs to 
participate in making decisions that affect 
them. In 2018, we facilitated WBPHCOT 
Policy workshops with CHWs in the 
Eastern Cape. We also provided support 
to CHW formations in KwaZulu-Natal 
and the Eastern Cape and assisted in the 
organising of a national summit. 

Over the years, the voices of CHWs have 
become louder. Debates on their issues 
have reached various platforms, including 
the Presidential Health Summit held in 
October 2018. We’ve made progress with 
supporting CHWs to organise themselves. 
We hope to build on this progress so 
that CHWs are empowered to be the 
champions of their causes.

CHW programmes from other countries, 
such as Brazil and Kenya, have informed 
our advocacy for a sustainable CHW 
programme in South Africa. In November 
2018, we had the opportunity to 
participate in the 4th People’s Health 
Assembly in Bangladesh. One workshop 
at the assembly brought together CHWs 
from various countries. It provided a 
platform for discussions on the challenges 
faced by CHWs, and the strategies that 
can be used to address the issues.

The Minister of Finance 
announced in his 2019 
Budget Speech that a 
total of R4.4 billion 

would be allocated to 
the CHWs programme

organising for a volution: 
community health workers

re

Community Mobiliser Patrick Mdletshe and Researcher Tendai Mafuma lead a consultation with Community Health Workers 
in Bloemfontein, Free State.

Treatment Action Campaign activists march to the Free State government in Bloemfontein.
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Cabinet adopted the Intellectual Property 
Policy of South Africa, Phase 1 in May 2018. 
This adoption came after eight years of 
advocacy by the Fix the Patent Laws (FTPL) 
campaign and its partners. The policy aims 
to strike an appropriate balance between 
the state’s duty to promote the realisation 
of fundamental rights and the interests of 
the private sector. Cabinet will implement 
the policy in phases. 

Phase 1 prioritises the right of access to 
health care services. It proposes several 
interventions, particularly legislative 
amendments that will improve access to 
medicines in South Africa. 

At present, South Africa still grants many 
more poor quality patents than other 
countries (even countries like the United 
States). It is harder to overturn poor quality 
patents in South Africa than in other 
developing countries such as India, Brazil 
and Argentina. Given South Africa’s public 
health burden, these changes are long 
overdue. With a policy in place, the next 
step is to advocate for the development of 
legislative reform.

In our work on access to medicines, we 
co-hosted Nobel Laureate and world-
renowned economist, Joseph Stiglitz. 
We co-hosted him at an event held at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. Stiglitz 
shared his thoughts on innovation and 

access to medicines. He based his talk on 
his paper titled "Innovation, Intellectual 
Property and Development."

We attended the Global Congress on 
Intellectual Property and the Public Interest. 
We also were co-conveners of the meeting, 
which took place in Washington, DC. 

 
STOP STOCKOUTS PROJECT

When a series of strike actions gripped  
the North West Province in April and 
May 2018, the Stop Stockouts Project 
(SSP) played an integral role in bringing 
to the fore, through strategic media 
interventions, the effect of protest 
action on medicine availability. Working 
together with TAC, SSP collected 
evidence of medicine stockouts, including 
ARVs, contraceptives and vaccines, and 
challenged with the NDoH to ensure that 
stockouts were resolved.  

The SSP worked together 
with the TAC to collect 

evidence of medicine 
availability. 

SECTION27’s work on access to medicines includes work on intellectual 
property, and work in monitoring the regulation and procurement of 

medicine in South Africa. It also includes work within the Stop Stockouts 
Project on the monitoring of medicine availability in health facilities.

volution in health: 
access to medicines

re

Treatment Action Campaign activists lead the fight for access to medicines. 

http://ip-unit.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/IP-for-21st-Century-EN.pdf
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Emergency Medical Services (EMS) in the 
Eastern Cape deteriorated to intolerable 

levels in 2018. 

SECTION27 has worked on the issue of the 
Eastern Cape’s deteriorated emergency 
medical services since 2013 when the 
Eastern Cape Health Crisis Action 
Coalition (ECHCAC) was first established. 
The strategy adopted at the time was two-
fold: direct engagement with the Eastern 
Cape Department of Health (ECDoH) and 
pursuing a complaint to the South African 
Human Rights Commission.

This work led to the South African Human 
Rights Commission hearings, which 
took place in March 2015. On 2 October 
2015, the Commission published a report 
containing a large number of findings 
and recommendations. The Commission 
required a response from the ECDoH 
within six months.

In the intervening period, outlined in the 
timeline in this report, the Department 
has failed to demonstrate the will to fix 
EMS services in the province.

Eastern Cape EMS 
needs a revolution

1 april
On 1 April 2016, more than three years 
after the original complaint, the ECDoH 
responded to the Commission’s report. 
The recommendation-by-recommendation 
response of the ECDoH, while containing 
some useful information and important 
undertakings, failed to respond to many 
of the systems-related issues by, in some 
cases, baldly denying the findings of the 
Commission or restating the current 
approach of the ECDoH (the same approach 
has led to an inadequate EMS system).

2016 -
During the course of 2016, our advocacy 
efforts focused on the implementation of 
the recommendations of the Commission. 
We published an opinion piece about 
the importance of chapter 9 institutions 
in holding government accountable for 
the delivery of services to the people 
of South Africa. This published article, 
along with continued legal advocacy, 
pressured the department to respond to 
the Commission's continued requests for 
an adequate response to the findings of the 
EMS investigation.

31 january 2017
On 31 January 2017, the Coalition wrote 
to the newly appointed Chairperson of 
the Commission to request a meeting. 
The Coalition met with the Commission 
on 1 March 2017 to discuss the continued 
problems in EMS in the Eastern Cape. 
The Commission assured the Coalition 
of its continued commitment to work to 
improve the EMS system. On 13 April 2017, 
the Coalition wrote to the Commission 
requesting feedback on the action taken 
by the Commission following the 1 March 
2017 meeting.

21 april 2017
On 21 April 2017, the Commission received 
a response from the ECDoH to a letter 
that it had sent on a date unknown by the 
Coalition. On 15 May 2017, the Commission 
provided the Coalition with a summary of 
the questions that it asked the ECDoH and 
its responses.

13 September 2017
On 13 September 2017, the Commission 
met with the ECDoH. This meeting 
came after Coalition members and the 
Commission met to discuss ongoing 
problems in the province's EMS system. The 
brief minutes of the Commission’s meeting 
with the ECDoH that the Coalition received 
reflected that the issue of EMS was raised 
at the meeting, but it is unclear whether 
any undertakings were made or resolutions 
taken in this regard.

A timeline of failure 
to deliver emergency 

medical care  

An abandoned Emergency Services vehicle in the Eastern Cape. 

Thembeka Sam recalls the night her child died while waiting 
for an ambulance.

Friday Mfengu relives the day his brother died when the 
ambulance he called never arrived.
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We have conducted an in-depth budget 
analysis of the ECDoH’s reporting 
documents. This analysis shows that 
the number of operational ambulances 
after the release of the SAHRC Report 
has declined. There is no indication that 
the Department has any plan to increase 
this number.

The report shows that the ECDoH 
underspent R87.6 million since 2014/15, 
the majority of which was on EMS. 

The report shows that 
the ECDOH underspent 

R87.6 million since 
2014/15, the majority of 

which was on EMS.

It is therefore inexcusable that the 
Department continues to use budgetary 
constraints as an excuse for their failures. 

On 26 January 2018, the ECHCAC met 
with the MEC for Health, the Head of 
Department and other members of 
the ECDoH. We addressed the issue of 
EMS, including staff attitude, ambulance 
turnaround time and inappropriate 
staffing. The Department made no firm 
undertakings concerning EMS.

Buoyed by the appointment of a new 
MEC for Health, Helen August Sauls, 
the Coalition wrote to her on multiple 
occasions, alerting her to reports of 
the increased lack of ambulances in 
Peddie, Cathcart, Bedford, Fort Beaufort, 
Keiskammahoek, Mdantsane, East 
London and Butterworth. These reports 
were based on testimonies from health 
practitioners in the province. The Coalition 
also raised the alarm regarding a two-
month long strike which had resulted in at 
least one death because ambulances did 
not arrive. The MEC failed to respond.

Healthcare workers sporadically went 
on strike throughout the year. During 
November 2018, the Coalition was advised 

The SECTION27 communications team recording EMS stories. The ambulance base at Pilani Clinic in Queenstown.

of another EMS strike in the Eastern Cape 
as a result of unpaid overtime to EMS staff.

We partnered with Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr 
and wrote to the four striking unions, 
advising them that they form part of 
the essential services prohibited from 
striking. We further advised that if they 
did not return to work, we would approach 
the Labour Court for an urgent interdict. 
The unions and the Department reached 
an agreement, and the EMS staff resumed 
their duties. 

This incident has once again brought to 
light the concerns with protest action 
in the health sector, and the impact on 
the rights of those who require health 
services and in particular, emergency 
services. Without a Minimum Service 
Level Agreement to regulate the minimum 
services that should be provided within 
the public health sector during protest 
action, the already poor EMS service 
delivery comes to a standstill.

The Coalition is now preparing direct 
a legal intervention to ensure that the 
people of the Eastern Cape can access 
their right to healthcare and dignity.

https://www.heraldlive.co.za/news/2018-06-02-strike-sees-child-die-while-waiting-for-ambulance/
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Despite the Choice on Termination of 
Pregnancy Act coming into effect in 

1996, the real choice many women have 
remains an elusive concept lost in the 

chaos of a fractured health system.

The gendered impact of poverty means 
that the rights of many women are 
unrealised when it comes to exercising 
true choice over their reproductive health. 

The state has a duty to provide access 
to reproductive health care to everyone, 
including access to abortion services. 
For various reasons, there has been 
an ongoing failure to provide access to 
abortion in the public health sector. 

For example, in December 2017, the 
African Christian Democratic Party 
brought a private member bill in 
Parliament seeking to change the terms 
under which women would be granted 
an abortion. During 2018, SECTION27 
made submissions that strongly opposed 
amendments to the Act. Parliament 
rejected the bill.  

SECTION27’s work on access to safe 
abortion services took several forms 
in 2018. SECTION27 held a roundtable 
discussion during May 2018 with key 
stakeholders to unpack the current 
systemic issues relating to access to 
abortion services.

The meeting revealed multiple factors 
which have contributed to the status quo, 
including issues with access to medicines 
for medical abortion; the lack of regulation 
of conscientious objection to abortion; 
and the lack of designation of facilities 
which provide abortion services.

In July 2018, a pregnant 15-year old girl 
who had been denied access to abortion 
services at three different health facilities 
approached our office. Through our 
intervention and engagement with the 
NDoH, we were able to assist her to access 
the service. 

In the process, we became aware that two-
thirds of the facilities in Gauteng, which 
previously provided abortion services, no 
longer provide these services. This lack 
of service provision is a serious barrier to 
accessing abortion services.

On 30 July 2018, we attended a 
consultative meeting hosted by the NDoH 
to discuss the Draft National Guidelines 
for Implementation of Termination of 
Pregnancy Services in South Africa. 

Despite being in its sixth draft form, 
we are concerned that the current 
guidelines do not adequately address all 
the issues relating to abortion services 
and conscientious objection. We continue 
to engage with the Department on the 
development of these guidelines to 
ensure that women’s reproductive rights 
are protected.

the current  
Guidelines do not 

adequately address 
all the issues relating  

to abortion services 
and conscientious  

objection.

claiming the rights 
of women to access 
abortion SERVICES

re

The Global Gag Rule

Many NGOs which provide access to sexual 
and reproductive health services receive 
funding from the U.S. government. This 
funding is now subject to the Protecting 
Life in Global Health Assistance Policy, or 
the “Global Gag Rule."

The Global Gag Rule restricts all non-
U.S. based NGOs from providing or 
promoting abortion as a method of 
family planning while receiving U.S. global 
health assistance funding. The restriction 
includes providing counselling or referrals 
for abortion services. The current 
administration’s version of the policy, 
however, provides an exemption where 
the implementation of the policy (through 
referral for or counselling on abortion) 
would be in contravention of local law.

Despite the exemption, the chilling effect 
of the policy could potentially further 
decrease access to an already scarce 
service in South Africa.  

In 2018, we worked with amfAR, CHANGE 
and Sonke Gender Justice, and sought 
the advice of Planned Parenthood and the 
International Women’s Health Coalition 
to investigate the impact of the Global 
Gag Rule in South Africa, and to clarify the 
legal and ethical obligations on health care 
workers, including community healthcare 
workers, to provide counselling and referral 
for abortion services. We continue to work 
with both regional and domestic partners 
to advocate for the rights of women to 
information, referrals and counselling for 
abortion services. 
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SECTION27 activists join the march to the Gauteng Legislature.
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Corruption in the health system leads to death, suffering and an even 
more massive burden on the state. It is also important to note that 

corruption in the health system is by no means limited to the state - 
there is also corruption in the private sector.

Several instances of corruption that 
SECTION27 worked on involved the abuse 
of state money. The co-conspirators 
were private companies, including care 
facilities, ambulance companies, medical 
equipment suppliers, and moonlighting 
private doctors.

During July 2017, then President Jacob 
Zuma issued a proclamation that enabled 
the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) to 
investigate the GDoH’s procurement 
of services for mental health care users 
from 28 NGOs. It also allowed the SIU to 
investigate unlawful acts or omissions, 
which caused harm to mental health care 
users. 

SECTION27 provided the SIU with 
extensive information and contacts to 
assist with the investigations. As recently 
as February 2019, President Ramaphosa 
issued a second proclamation. This 
proclamation allows the SIU to expand the 
scope of its investigation to include the 
Life Esidimeni facilities. These are part of 
the Life Healthcare Group, one of South 
Africa’s largest hospital groups. 

We welcome this development as it allows 
for a comprehensive investigation by the 
SIU of private health care service providers. 
We are hopeful that the investigation will 
lead to prosecutions.

The case of Regenesis Biotechnologies, 
which we exposed in 2017, involved a  
private general practitioner, Dr Wian 

Stander. The doctor signed a multi-
million Rand contract with the Free State 
Department of Health to conduct illegal 
trials on orthopaedic patients at Pelonomi 
Hospital using unproven and potentially 
dangerous stem cell therapy administered 
as injectables. The doctor conducted 
these trials with the support and active 
involvement of the then Health MEC 
Benny Malakoane.

SECTION27 reported these illegal activities 
to the Health Professions Council (HPCSA), 
the South African Health Products 
Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA) and the 
National Department of Health. 

SAHPRA suspended the unlawful stem 
cell experimentations, and the Free State 
Department of Health cancelled the 
contract. However, despite several letters 
from SECTION27 to the HPCSA, the 
regulatory body is yet to act or confirm that 
it is conducting an investigation.

The SIU recognises that the health sector 
is highly vulnerable to corruption and 

SECTION27 and Corruption 
Watch are the civil society 
members of the forum and 
encourage the reporting 

of corruption in the health 
sector. 

Leading the fight against 
corruption in health

exploitation. Their review of the health 
sector has indicated corrupt practices 
which have led to a sharp increase in 
fraudulent medico-legal negligence claims, 
medical aid fraud, regulatory weakness and 
compliance enforcement. 

As a result, the SIU has set up the Health 
Sector Anti-Corruption Forum. The 
forum is a collaborative multi-stakeholder 
approach to arrest the effects of corruption 
in the health sector, review measures that 
target corruption, investigate instances 
of corruption and ensure the recovery of 
funds from corrupt activities. SECTION27 
and Corruption Watch are the civil society 
members of the forum and encourage the 
reporting of corruption in the health sector.

The revolution in corruption busting 
sparked during the Life Esidimeni disaster, 
a very dark time in South Africa’s recent 
history, is turning into a flame. SECTION27 
continues to work to cast light on corrupt 
activities that risk the health of people 
living in South Africa. 

SECTION27 activists join the march to the Gauteng Legislature.
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SECTION27’s work on SRHR awareness and education in South Africa in 
2018 focused on young people and members of AIDS councils.

SECTION27’s work on SRHR awareness 
and education in South Africa in 2018 
focused on young people and members 
of AIDS councils. This focus stems from 
our recognition of the particular need of 
young people to know and understand their 
sexual and reproductive health rights to 
claim them, and of the potential power that 
lies in AIDS councils as locally organised 
accountability structures to integrate a 
rights-lens into the HIV programme.

In 2018, we facilitated 37 workshops 
on sexual violence and SRHR in schools 
in Limpopo and Gauteng, and further 
workshops at schools in KwaZulu-Natal 
and the Eastern Cape. Over 1,600 learners 
participated in these workshops, learning 
about their sexual and reproductive health 
rights and their entitlements to access to 
youth-friendly health care services.

Many of the schools we have visited 
have reported high teenage pregnancy 
rates, and some learners reported sexual 
violence committed by school staff, 
including teachers. Many such cases 
ordinarily go unreported, and we try to help 
change this, as well as to improve learners’  
understanding of what is appropriate 
and what is not so that they feel more 
empowered to change their behaviour 
where possible and to get help 
where needed.

The youth edition of Spotlight, used in the 
schools' workshops, was written by and is 
about young people. Published in 2018, it 
focuses on SRHR issues that affect young 
people, including access to contraception, 
HIV prevention tools, pre- and post-
exposure prophylaxis, abortion and others. 
The youth edition of Spotlight remains 
a popular resource and is in its second 
print run.

We have also targeted influential role-
players on matters affecting the SRHR of 
young people, including through working 
with traditional leaders in Matatiele on the 
practice of ukuthwala, and with school 
governing bodies in Limpopo on school 
pregnancy policies.

In addition to our work with learners at 
school, we have been working to bring 
SRHR into the response to HIV, TB and 
STIs in South Africa. We participated in the 
development of the National Strategic Plan 
on HIV, TB and STIs nationally and in the 
development of provincial implementation 
plans in KZN, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, Free 
State, Eastern Cape and Gauteng. 

We have targeted AIDS councils for training 
to integrate SRHR into HIV programming 
because it is particularly crucial for key 
populations, including sex workers, people 

volutionising sexual and 
reproductive health rights 

awareness and advocacy 

re

living with HIV, LGBTQIA+ people, youth, 
and young women. 74 AIDS council and 
sector meetings, and training workshops 
with an SRHR focus, were held during 
the year.

We have also moved beyond our borders. 
SECTION27 conducted its first regional 
training in Zimbabwe in November 2018. 
We worked with Katswe Sistahood to 
deliver training on SRHR and legal advocacy 
to representatives of 25 organisations in 
Harare. The group shared experiences and 
discussed regional politics on SRHR. We'll 
expand regional training and solidarity 
in 2019.

Part of the expansion of our work in 
the region was our participation in the 
development of the Southern African 
Development Community (“SADC”) SRHR 
Policy and Scorecard. The Policy and 
Scorecard, firsts for the region, are essential 
accountability mechanisms as they 
represent undertakings by governments 
and standards to which governments can 
now be held by civil society. Included in the 
Policy and Scorecard are agreements on 
matters such as access to safe abortion 
services, maternal mortality, unmet need 
for contraception, and access to SRHR 
services for adolescents, among others.

Beyond training workshops and rights 
awareness in various communities, we 
have been working to strengthen SRHR 
advocacy through a series of articles on 
Spotlight. These articles discuss matters 
such as transgender rights, abortion, 
access to PrEP, period shaming and sexual 
harassment at UNAIDS. We have also been 
working to strengthen SRHR advocacy 
through participation in local and regional 
conferences on menstrual health, TB, 
abortion, ukuthwala, family planning and 
SRHR and universal health coverage.

We have a long way to go in awareness and 
claiming of sexual and reproductive health 
rights and will continue to focus on this 
critical area of work in the year to come.

The SECTION27 team distributed sanitary pads to young women in Ralebedu School in Limpopo. 

http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/spotlight-5-30mar-singles-WEB-1.pdf
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SECTION27 remains closely involved with HIV and TB-related policy 
developments in South Africa through direct interaction with the NDoH, 

through our involvement in the South African National AIDS Council, 
provincial and various district AIDS councils, and through Spotlight, our 

co-publication with the TAC, which provides reporting, commentary and 
analysis of the HIV and TB response in the country.

volution in 
HIV and TB 

re

National forum on “How to Improve TB Prevention in South Africa” organised by Spotlight.

In 2018, South Africa became one of the 
first countries to make the new MDRTB 
medicine Bedaquiline available in the 
public sector. This step is a victory for 
people living with TB.

Bedaquiline replaced a class of injectable 
drugs associated with high rates of 
hearing loss and other serious side-
effects. SECTION27, the TAC and others 
have for years been advocating for greater 
access to bedaquiline, first through 

compassionate use and expanded access, 
and more recently, through standard 
healthcare services in the public sector. 

The introduction of bedaquiline is due to 
Health Minister Dr Aaron Motsoaledi’s 
decision to rapidly introduce new 
medicines once safety and efficacy has 
been sufficiently proven. This approach 
is to some extent a consequence of the 
years of advocacy and demand creation 
through TAC, and SECTION27. Similarly to 

bedaquiline, it became clear in 2018 that 
South Africa would in 2019 introduce the 
important new ARV, Dolutegravir, into the 
public HIV treatment programme.

Together with the TAC, TB Proof and other 
allies, we engaged in advocacy in 2018 
relating to the United Nations High-Level 
Meeting on TB, the first such meeting on 
TB. In addition to supporting efforts to 
get human rights language included in 
the meeting’s political declaration, we 
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Our advocacy brought 
home the message 

that pharmaceutical 
companies still 

profiteer off the 
lives of the poor 
and vulnerable.

NSP Co-ordinator Vuyokazi Gonyela addresses delegates at 
the International AIDS Conference in Amsterdam.

We distributed our publication widely at the International 
AIDS Conference. 

also advocated for increased investment 
in TB research and for acknowledgment 
of public health flexibilities available in 
international trade law. 

The South African government played a 
critical role in standing up to the United 
States, which tried to remove various 
sections relating to trade related legal 
flexibilities and the nature of investment 
in TB research from the declaration. Most 
of what we advocated for was included in 
some form in the eventual UN declaration. 
This is another victory for people living 
with TB, but requires continued advocacy 
to realise the rewards of this work.

International AIDS Conference 

Members of the SECTION27 and Spotlight 
Teams attended the 22nd International 
AIDS Conference in Amsterdam. The team 
focused on the still high barriers to access 
to medicines, particularly in developing 
countries. Our advocacy brought home 
the message that pharmaceutical 
companies still profiteer off the lives of 
the poor and vulnerable. In addition, we 
showcased our work on key populations in 
the form of an exhibition and a publication 
produced in line with the theme of the 
conference, Human in the Age of HIV. 

Through articles in Spotlight, we provided 
close monitoring of the state of the 
HIV response in South Africa in 2018, 

interpreting and explaining various 
technical findings to the general public. 
In broad terms, our analysis was that 
South Africa does a good job regarding 
HIV testing and that people who take 
treatment are surviving, but that there 
are serious challenges regarding getting 
people who test positive to start taking 
treatment and helping people on 
treatment to stay on treatment. 

We are using these and other insights to 
tailor our ongoing Spotlight reporting, 
and to develop materials that can be used 
by our field workers when advocating on 
these issues in AIDS councils.

Still fighting HIV Stigma

We successfully assisted two HIV positive 
cabin crew members in obtaining medical 
licences from the South African Civil 
Aviation Authority (“SACAA”). 

The cabin crew members were initially 
prevented from doing so because of the 
outdated HIV Protocol of the SACAA. We 
have subsequently made a submission to 
SACAA on behalf of the Southern African 
HIV Clinicians Society. Our comments 
were in part incorporated into a new 
HIV Protocol published for comments 
by SACAA.
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Spotlight, a joint publication between SECTION27 and the Treatment 
Action Campaign (TAC), published several breaking news features 
during 2018, headlining with an investigative series #Health4Sale.

Spotlight is a unique publication in that 
it is strongly linked to SECTION27 and 
the TAC, but manages to walk a tricky 
tightrope where it jealously guards its 
editorial independence to such a degree 
that mainstream media platforms, such 
as News24 and the Daily Maverick, have 
republished the articles. This editorial 
independence enables the mainstreaming 
of issues that would otherwise not enjoy 
much media coverage.

The #Health4Sale series reported on 
several deeply corrupt and fraudulent 
tenders and contracts involving 
emergency medical services (both road 
and air), as well as lucrative interfacility 
transfer contracts, specifically at the 
provincial level. It exposed, among others, 
multi-million Rand corruption in tenders 
awarded to companies linked to Mr Thapelo 
Buthelezi in the Free State, Mpumalanga, 
Limpopo and the North West.

Spotlight published information on the 
shocking state of Buthelezi's ambulance 
bases in Bloemfontein and Klerksdorp, 
and a litany of complaints from healthcare 
users on how the company was a taxi 
service rather than an ambulance service. 

One article specifically focused on how 
the company had inflated invoices for 
ambulance transfers in the North West 
between health facilities, and how the 
province was misusing money fenced off 
for HIV prevention services.

After Spotlight's articles were published, 
the Minister of Health asked Treasury 
to investigate various contracts with 
Mr Buthelezi's companies. A Hawks 
investigation is ongoing, and a Special 
Investigating Unit investigation is on 
the cards.

We also reported on sub-standard medical 
equipment supplied to the Free State 
Health Department by a company with 
links to then Premier Ace Magashule, 
and with family ties to the Chief 
Procurement Officer in the Free State 
Health Department.

Another focus has been to report on the 
National Department of Health’s multi-
million Rand communications contract, 
worth over R100 million per year, with a 
company called Sadmon. 

Spotlight obtained hundreds of 
documents through the Promotion of 
Access to Information Act, which led to 
a five-part series that unpacked a litany 
of examples of money poorly spent. The 
Director-General of Health indicated that 
she would be asking the Auditor-General 
to look more closely at this contract, 
which has now ended. Sadmon also sent 
Spotlight a threatening legal letter in an 
attempt to halt the publication of the 
series but we were undeterred.  Sadmon 
lodged a complaint with the Press Council 
in response to the series of investigative 

defining health 
systems reporting
re

articles. Spotlight responded immediately 
through our attorney and has defended 
each claim. The Press Ombud is currently 
evaluating the case.

Spotlight is not only about the 
more sensational corruption and 
mismanagement stories. The publication 
understands that many building 
blocks need to be in place to catalyse a 
health revolution.

In 2018, Spotlight continued to report 
on the science and treatment of HIV and 
TB, the state of the healthcare system, 
and progress made against the targets 
in the National Strategic Plan for HIV, TB 
and STIs 2017 - 2022. We also published 
a wealth of articles on health reforms 
in South Africa, mainly relating to the 
proposed NHI scheme.

Our youth-edited print edition is 
being used in various capacity building 
workshops in schools, clinics, AIDS 
councils and community groups around 
the country.

Spotlight continues to provide incisive and 
responsible journalism, which is reigniting 
critical conversations about the state of 
the country's healthcare systems. You 
can follow our work here: https://www.
spotlightnsp.co.za/.  

Spotlight Team: Anso Thom, Marcus Low, and Cecilia Melani and Scott, the guide dog.

https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/news/special-investigations/health4sale/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/24/health4sale-part-5-controversial-private-ambulance-company-line-new-free-state-tender/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/23/health4sale-part-4-buthelezi-ems-running-taxi-service-not-ambulance-service-doctors-nurses/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/20/health4sale-motsoaledi-asks-treasury-investigate-buthelezi-ems/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/?s=sadmon&id=m
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/
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Makangwane Senior Secondary School. 



2018 was a year of significant legal 
victories for SECTION27. In Limpopo, 
SECTION27 represented parents and 
learners at Makangwane Secondary 
School in a case dealing with dangerous 
school infrastructure. 

The Limpopo High Court declared that 
the failure to take swift action to improve 
the dangerous school infrastructure 
for learners at Makangwane Secondary 
School was a violation of their rights. 
The Court, therefore, ordered the 
immediate delivery of mobile classrooms 
to the school pending the development 
of a more long term solution which the 
Department must develop together with 
the school community.

In 2017, SECTION27 instituted legal 
proceedings against the Department 
of Basic Education for the provision of 
braille textbooks. In September 2018, a 
settlement agreement was signed by all 
parties for the roll-out of the textbooks in 
all provinces.

SECTION27 also represented the 
organisation, Better Education for All 
(BEFA) as an amicus curiae in the Bhisho 
High Court in a constitutional challenge 
initiated by the organisation, Equal 
Education, to the Regulations Relating to 
the Minimum Norms and Standards for 
Public School Infrastructure.  

In finding some sections of the Regulations 
unconstitutional and invalid, the Court 
quoted and referenced several of the 
arguments made by SECTION27 on behalf 
of BEFA. 

In 2018, just under 25 per cent of all queries 
received by SECTION27’s advice office 
were education related. These queries 
ranged from admission and placement 
queries to concerns over learners being 
victimised at schools because of arrear 
school fees. Our paralegals resolved 
many of these queries, asserting the legal 
frameworks to protect learners’ rights.

SECTION27 staff are also regularly called 
upon by the media to give commentary on 

education-related matters. SECTION27, 
in collaboration with civil society partners, 
has developed the "Basic Education Rights 
Handbook" as a comprehensive guide in 
respect of myriad issues that pertain to 
education rights. 

These include, for example, issues in 
respect of school governance, school 
violence and education provisioning. 
This handbook is increasingly utilised as 

a primary source for understanding these 
issues. At least three tertiary institutions 
used it as a teaching aid in 2018. It has 
been relied on by government officials and 
has even been quoted in a judgment of the 
High Court. 

Our work on school sanitation has helped 
to change the issue's discourse to make it 
a national priority. We've done this notably 
through the public awareness generated 
by our representation of the Komape 
family following the tragic death of Michael 
Komape. We've also done this through 
our public awareness campaign which 
involved other learners that have died or 
been injured because of school sanitation 
deficiencies. We've published a report on 
school sanitation titled, "Towards Safe and 
Decent School Sanitation in Limpopo: The 
Most Fundamental of Dignities."

As a result of legal and media advocacy, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa launched the 
SAFE Initiative to eradicate unsafe school 
sanitation across South Africa.

We’ve made a 
positive impact on 
the discourse of 

school sanitation in 
the country.

MILESTONES ACHIEVED 
IN EDUCATION RIGHTS

The Komape Exhibition at the Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town. 

http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/TOWARDS-SAFE-AND-DECENT-SCHOOL-SANITATION-IN-LIMPOPO.pdf
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Parents meet under a tree to discuss plans to #EndTreeSchools.
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#ENDTREESCHOOLS: PRESENTING 
THE INTERESTS OF PARENTS AND 

LEArNERS
SECTION27 positions itself as a catalyst for social justice, and 

we acknowledge that we cannot do what we do without the 
communities that we represent. What this means is that we need 
an active and informed citizenry to steer our social justice efforts. 

At the beginning of 2018, the School 
Governing Body (SGB) members of 
Makangwane Secondary school in the 
Capricorn District in rural Limpopo 
approached us. Makangwane was built by 
community members in 1974, owing to 
the apartheid government’s disinterest 
in the community’s education. The 
consistent lack of government support, 
over time, had set it on a downward spiral 
into total dilapidation.

The SGB had sent letters to the Limpopo 
Department of Education (LDoE) every 
single year for nearly a decade, calling 
for it to address the dangerous state of 
infrastructure at the school urgently. 
When the SECTION27 team visited the 
school, we found the learners attending 
class under nearby trees, surrounded by 
donkeys and goats. The classrooms were 
unsafe - they had cracks in the floors and 
walls so big that you could see through to 
the next classroom.

Our #EndTreeSchools campaign fuelled 
a visceral reaction from the public about 
the lack of safe infrastructure in schools. 
The centre-point of the campaign was 
the video of a young learner giving a 
first-hand account of the conditions with 
livestock coming in and out of the school, 
receiving tuition under trees in all kinds of 
weather as well as detailing the dangerous 
conditions of the classrooms. The video 
received 350,000 views on YouTube and 
over 8,000 Facebook views. Over 76,000 
Twitter users saw it. 

SECTION27 approached the court 
urgently and argued that this was a  
violation of section 29(1)(a) of the 
Constitution, as well as a violation of 
the rights tied to it such as dignity, 
equality and the protection of a child’s 
best interests. Our position was that 
unsafe infrastructure undermined the 
care and respect that the right to dignity 
encompasses and that the government’s 
failure to attend to the needs of the 
pupils only reinforced the racial and 

re

financial discrimination perpetrated by 
the apartheid government, violating the 
pupil’s right to equality.

It was clear from the facts that the best 
interest of the pupils had not been treated 
as paramount. On 26 June 2018, the 
Limpopo High Court found in favour of our 
client, the Makangwane SGB.

Judge Muller ruled that the Department 
of Basic Education must ensure that 
the school no longer teaches learners 
under trees and that it must provide the 
school with proper and adequate mobile 
classrooms by 17 July 2018. 

In addition to this, the order stated that the 
department was to “engage meaningfully” 
with the SGB for a “permanent solution” 
to the inadequate facilities at the school 
and to “formulate and begin developing 
a fully costed plan to give effect to this 

permanent solution by 30 September 
2018.”  

The order noted that such a solution could 
include a repair to the school, or merging 
with another school in accordance with the 
Schools Act. The mobile classrooms and 
furniture were delivered timeously to the 
school in terms of the immediate remedy, 
which was a victory for the parents and 
learners, restoring their dignity. 

The learners are currently learning in safe, 
dignified school structures. However, no 
meaningful engagement with the school 
community for a satisfactory permanent 
solution for Makangwane learners has 
occurred as required by the court order. 

At a second hearing on 31 October 2018, 
where the SGB sought confirmation 
that the Department’s conduct was 
unconstitutional and invalid, Judge 
Semenya found that such conduct was 
indeed unconstitutional and unlawful. 

This is a significant vindication of the 
rights of the parents and learners of 
Makangwane, and it sends a signal to the 
Department to take more seriously the 
plight of poor learners struggling to learn 
under the most appalling conditions. It 
further establishes a strong precedent 
in favour of claimants in future school 
infrastructure cases.

The learners are currently 
learning in safe and 

dignified school structures.

Learners from Makangwane Senior Secondary School walk home after a day of learning under trees.
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SECTION27's ongoing sanitation 
campaign was reinvigorated during 2018 
with the launch of a report titled "Towards 
Safe and Decent School Sanitation in 
Limpopo: The Most Fundamental of 
Dignities." 

The launch, which took place at the 
Women’s Gaol at Constitution Hill, 
featured a mini exhibition that highlighted 
the state of school sanitation in Limpopo, 
as well as images of impacted learners 
including Michael Komape. 

The multi-pronged campaign consisted 
of a media partnership with City Press, 
videos of learners and a website in 
collaboration with education data experts, 
Passmark which was featured in the Global 
Investigative Journalism Network's data 
journalism column for work done on 
the campaign.

In the time SECTION27 has been 
monitoring school sanitation, there have 
been a few ostensible attempts by either 
the Limpopo Department of Education 
or the Department of Basic Education to 
improve the situation. However, these 
attempts have been incomplete, poorly 
coordinated, and based on inaccurate 
data. 

Our report provides an honest and 
insightful view into the state of school 
sanitation in Limpopo. The report has 

been used and will continue to be used, 
in various ways, to support litigation 
and promote advocacy around the 
sanitation campaign.

It has been sent to the three major political 
parties in advance of the elections in May 
2019, highlighting the need for parties to 
prioritise this issue in election campaigns 
and beyond. It supported and informed 
budget analysis stemming from the 
Minister of Finance's budget speech in 
February 2018.

It will continue to inform our legal challenge 
of the reasonableness of the Limpopo 
Department of Education's sanitation 
plan, currently before the High Court in 
the Komape matter. The information 
contained in the report will also be used 
in our ongoing and continuously evolving 
media work to highlight the plight of 
these schools.

The South African democratic state has 
failed to make toilets in schools safe for 
school children. This failure is despite 
far-reaching praise for our progressive 
constitution that entrenches the 
unqualified right to basic education. It is 
despite comparatively large monetary 
allocations to address apartheid school 
infrastructure backlogs since the dawn 
of democracy. It is also despite promises 
and statements about the importance of 
basic education for alleviating poverty and 

The report that we 
published continues to 

have a positive impact in 
the advocacy for proper 

sanitation in schools.

storing Dignity: school 
sanitation campaign

re

This is our sanitation campaign on a billboard located on one of Gauteng’s busiest roads, the N1 highway in Midrand.

Michael Komape's brother, Lucas is still devastated by his 
brother's tragic death.

inequality. This failure is gut-wrenchingly 
disappointing. Beyond this, it is enraging.

http://passmark.org.za/pit-toilets/
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membering Michaelre
In January 2014, Michael Komape fell into a pit 

toilet and tragically died. His name has become 
synonymous with the struggle by children around 

the country for sanitation and safe schools. 

SECTION27 and the Komape family 
have continued to sustain the public 
conversation around the horrifying nature 
of his death, and to some extent, the 
campaign has taken on a life of its own. 
Michael’s name is mentioned each time 
the Presidency, Department of Basic 
Education and the provincial education 
departments discuss school sanitation. 
Imagery created for the campaign has 
been repurposed and reused in other 
spaces. The horror of the Komape family’s 
experience has become synonymous with 
a state failure to keep school children safe 
from unlawful pit toilets. 

On 13 November 2017, the family finally 
started their journey towards healing and 
closure as the trial began, running for 
three weeks in the Polokwane High Court 
before concluding on the 2 February 2018.

Judge Muller delivered his judgment on 23 
April 2018.

The Court found that the Limpopo 
Department of Education had displayed a 
"complete lack of urgency or commitment" 
in using and allocating funds specifically to 
provide safe and decent sanitation.

The Court also found that the state had 
failed to perform its obligations towards 
learners in the province, including Michael, 
and which resulted in his death. The 
Court held that the failure to fulfil these 
obligations resulted in the violations 
of several rights of Limpopo learners, 
including the right to basic education.

Despite such robust findings against the 
state, the Court dismissed the claim for 
emotional shock, the claim for grief and 
trauma as well as the claim for R2 million 
in constitutional damages. Constitutional 
damages are a form of compensation 
that is granted in circumstances where 
there has been an infringement of a 
constitutional right. In respect of the claim 
for constitutional damages, the judge 
noted that "if such a claim is successful, the 
Komape family will be overcompensated."

City Press newspaper joined our campaign by running our images and a series of articles over four weeks.

Lydia Komape remembers her brother, Michael.

http://section27.org.za/2018/04/komape-judgment-fails-develop-common-law-constitutional-damages/
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Instead of granting constitutional 
damages to the Komape family, the judge 
issued a structural order, requiring the 
state to provide to the Court an audit of 
the number of pit toilets together with a 
detailed plan for the provision of safe and 
hygienic toilets in the province by 30 July 
2018. 

The Polokwane High Court will hear 
argument on the constitutionality of the 
sanitation plan provided by the Limpopo 
Department of Education to improve 
school sanitation in the province.

While the structural order has the potential 
to vindicate the rights of Limpopo learners 
to safe and adequate sanitation and is 
therefore not being appealed, the other 
aspects of the court order are incredibly 
disappointing in that the order fails to 
sufficiently acknowledge the trauma and 
grief of the Komape family.

SECTION27 on behalf of the Komape 
family has appealed the dismissal of the 
claim for emotional shock and trauma 
mainly on the basis that the state had 
conceded this part of the claim. We have 
also appealed the constitutional damages 
claim. 

The question of the Komape family’s 
entitlement to damages for grief suffered 
will be heard in the Supreme Court of 
Appeal in 2019. 

Amplifying the case
While the Komape trial concluded in 
early 2018, the family continues to seek 
#Justice4Michael. We had to reimagine 
how it was that we would continue to 
ensure that Michael’s memory remained 
alive in the country’s consciousness and 
imagination. 

At the end of 2017, we conceptualised the 
#Justice4Michael exhibition, which was to 
be a series of three instalments - the first 
of which was debuted at Constitution Hill 
on the opening of the inaugural Human 
Rights Day Festival. The exhibition 

We continue to work 
with the Komape 

family to sustain a 
conversation about 

school sanitation in the 
public domain.

includes evocative photographs and 
posters that tracks and tells the story of 
the family’s journey through the legal and 
education system. 

Following the Komape trial and campaign, 
we received reports of children who 
died or were harmed after falling into pit 
toilets. We added the profiles of Lister 
Mgongwa, Oratile Diloane and Siyamtanda 
Mtunu to the second exhibition held at the 
Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town. The 
third and final leg of the exhibition will be 
in Polokwane.

These are the profiles of other children who fell into pit toilets at the Komape Exhibition at the Castle of Good Hope in Cape 
Town.

The Komape Exhibition at the Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town.
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The Bhisho Court’s judgment remains 
in good standing and binding on the 

Department of Education.

SECTION27, representing BEFA intervened as amicus curiae 
(friend of the court) in the crucial Norms and Standards case 

led by Equal Education. We argued that making norms and 
standards subject to lack of adequate resources, budget 
and other organs of state undermined the right to basic 

education and was unconstitutional.

In the hearing, which took place in March 
2018 and in July 2018, the judgment 
confirmed that various sections of the 
regulations to the Schools Act were, in 
fact, unconstitutional and invalid.

Acting Judge Msizi was scathing in her 
dismissal of the DBE's arguments. The 
judgment is replete with references to 
SECTION27’s arguments. The judgment 
confirms learners’ constitutional rights to 
basic education, as well as the duty and 
obligation of the Department of Education 
in the provision of basic infrastructure. 

The Minister sought to appeal the 
judgment directly to the Constitutional 
Court, but this was dismissed by the 
Constitutional Court, which noted that 
there were no prospects of success 
for such an appeal. The Bhisho Court’s 
judgment remains in good standing and 
binding on the Department of Education.

While the judgment in this matter is 
undoubtedly a resounding victory for civil 
society efforts to have in place effective 
minimum standards for safe and decent 
infrastructure, the success will remain 
hollow unless the government takes 
seriously the rebuke and the principles 
underlying this judgment and court order. 
Government must also keep its promise to 
roll out safe sanitation.

Victory for learners' rights to 
minimum standards for safe and 

decent school infrastructure

Our legal and advocacy team at the Bhisho High Court for the Norms and Standards case. 
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Learners with disabilities face tremendous hardship 
accessing basic education and are often left behind.

In 2018, SECTION27 worked on three cases 
which emphasised the constitutional right 
to dignity for learners with disabilities.  

Scholar Transport 

Our analysis of the KwaZulu-Natal 
Department of Basic Education’s transport 
budget strengthened our intervention 
in Equal Education’s Transport case and 
ensured that we successfully argued for 
the inclusion of learners with disabilities 
in the court order obtained against the 
department. The case was heard in the 
Pietermaritzburg High Court in November 
2017. In 2018, the department failed to 
meet the conditions of the court order. 
Equal Education has made an application to 
place the case on the court roll in 2019.

Access to Braille textbooks 

SECTION27 represented the South African 
Council for the Blind, the Braille Authority 

and three School Governing Bodies (SGBs) 
of schools for the blind, launching litigation 
in 2017. 

In September 2018, after months of 
negotiations, the National Department 
of Basic Education, together with the 
nine provincial departments, agreed to 
and signed a settlement agreement. The 
settlement agreement acknowledges the 
right of every learner to receive all of their 
prescribed textbooks for every learning 
area at the commencement of each 
academic year. It acknowledges the right 
of every learner not to be discriminated 
against on any grounds, including the 
grounds of race and disability, and it 
acknowledges the right of every learner to 
human dignity. This settlement agreement 
is a victory for children with disabilities. 

While we celebrate the conclusion of a 
settlement agreement, which was made 
an order of court, this case illustrates the 

Rallying communities 
around the cause for 

learners with disabilities 

In this image, learner Makhosi Ndamase embarks on an unsafe journey to school on her electric wheelchair.

importance of having in place an effective 
monitoring process to ensure compliance 
and in turn restore dignity.

Support for special schools

During the course of SECTION27’s work 
with learners with disabilities, it emerged 
that the conditions at special school 
hostels in the Umkhanyakude District in 
KwaZulu Natal were not adequate. 

The KZN Department of Education’s 
moratorium on the hiring of all noneducator 
posts in the province has a harsh impact on 
special schools. These schools require a 
higher number of support staff.

Consequently, in 2018, our focus shifted to 
improving provisioning for support staff in 
consultation with the SGBs of three special 
schools in Umkhanyakude - Sisizakhele, 
Khulani and Intuthuko. 
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In challenging economic times, it is a testimony to the work 
of SECTION27, and the recognition of the importance of our 

work, that we can raise funds for our programmes.

In 2018, SECTION27 was fortunate to 
meet its budget target and ended the 
year with a small surplus which will go back 
into sustaining our work. In challenging 
economic times, this is a testimony to the 
work SECTION27 does, which will go back 
into sustaining our work.

An informed, adaptable, 
responsive and proactive 
fundraising strategy

Towards the end of 2017, SECTION27 
developed a three-year strategy for the 
period 2018- 2020, including a fundraising 
strategy. The fundraising strategy 
recognises key funding trends, such as 
foreign donors shifting their attention 
to other priority countries, resulting in 
dwindling funds for South African NGOs. 
This shift, combined with criticism directed 
towards NGOs receiving foreign funding, 
led us to set a target to increase our local 
funding to reflect at least 50% of our 
income in the period 2018-2020.

The Corporate Challenge 
Campaign 

To do this, we launched a Corporate 
Challenge campaign at the end of 2017. 
The purpose of the Corporate Challenge 
is two-fold – to raise more local funding 
to support our financial sustainability; 
and to engage with the corporate sector 
around the importance of investing in civil 
society and in social justice.  As a result 
we have been able to establish new donor 
relationships with corporate donors and 
have managed to increase our local income 
to 42% in 2018. Our Corporate Challenge is 
being supported by one of our core donors, 
who is willing to match local funding up to a 
certain level. The 2018 Trialogue Business 
in Society Handbook lists SECTION27 
as one of the “Top 10 NPOs as ranked by 
companies”.  

Corporate Cocktail Evening

In 2018, we hosted our first ever corporate 
cocktail fundraising event, in support of 

our Corporate Challenge Campaign. It was 
held at our offices and attended by over 30 
representatives from the corporate sector. 
Conrad Koch provided entertainment 
together with Chester Missing and Friends. 
We auctioned photographs and cartoons 
depicting our work. The event was a 
success and will be held annually. 

Reserves

Another part of our fundraising strategy 
for 2018 to 2020 to ensure financial 
sustainability, is a goal to increase our 
reserves to be able to cover at least six 
months of our operating costs. This is 
good practice and would help us weather 
unanticipated changes in the donor 
landscape, and ensure that we are able to 
continue to do our work, while reaching out 
to other donors.

Thank you to our donors

Our donors are critical and valued partners 
in our work. We have a diverse range 
of donors, including foreign and local 
philanthropies, local corporate, foreign 
government donors, and individual donors. 
We are intensely thankful to each one of our 
donors for their support. We can do what 
we do only with their support.

Corporates' 
ranking of NPOs

NPO
Number of 
mentions

1 Gift of the Givers 17

2 Afrika Tikkun 8

3= Doctors without Borders
Food Forward
National Education
Collaboration Trust

5

5 CHOC
Food and Trees for Africa
Nelson Mandela Children's 
Fund
Red Cross
Section27

4

sponding to the changing 
donor environment 

The 2018 Trialogue 
Business in Society 

Handbook lists 
SECTION27 as one of 
the Top 10 NPOs, as 

ranked by companies.

Mark Heywood spoke at a panel at the Trialogue Business in Society Conference in April 2018.

re
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“Revolution” is among others defined as “any sudden or grand change”, 
and our communications team had their fair share of that in 2018 – not only 
involving internal change but also being at the fore of communicating and 

advocating for changes that SECTION27 works to bring in our society. 

On the internal front, senior communicator 
took over the reins of the communications 
unit in April 2018. The team has also 
grown, with the addition of multi-media 
expertise, which has in turn seen the 
production of various visual products such 
as the #EndTreeSchools video.

The #EndTreeSchools video, which is our 
most successful video campaign to date, 
re-affirms our use of technology to reach 
more people and advance human rights.

We continued to focus on mainstream 
media engagement throughout the year. 
In total, SECTION27 was mentioned over 
4,200 times in mainstream media. The 
week of 16 March saw media mentions 
multiply almost eight-fold from 65 the 
previous week to 454. Print mentions rose 
from 15 to 100 (up 567%), and broadcast 
mentions rose from 9 the week before 
to 203 in that week (up 2156%). Online 
mentions rose from 41 to 151 (up 268%). 
This increase in mentions was as a result of 
the Life Esidimeni Arbitration Award. 

We saw an increase of followers on 
Facebook from 12,500 in January 2018 
to 13,564 in December 2018. There is no 
doubt that the controversy relating to the 
data breaches and fake news at Facebook 
have eroded the credibility of the platform, 
and it is used less as a source of news.

We are aiming to build audiences on 
YouTube and Instagram in 2019. Twitter 
continues to be our best performing 
platform. We experienced healthy growth 
of over 8,000 followers during the year, 
from 24,000 in December 2017 to 32,300 
in December 2018. 

One of our most significant focus areas 
in 2017 and 2018 was the Life Esidimeni 
tragedy, which drew national and 
international attention throughout the 
period. The attention brought interested 
persons to all our other work, and we 
have been able to engage with many more 
members of the public as a result.

In the week beginning 
16 March 2018, media 

mentions of SECTION27 
saw a dramatic increase 

because of the Life Esidimeni 
Arbitration Award

From 12,500 in January 
2018 to 13,564 in 
December

24,000 in December 2017 
to 32,300 in December 
2018

The volution  
will be televised

re

This image shows the advocacy team capturing stories for the 
sanitation campaign.
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Publications

Standing Up For Our Lives

Stand Up For Our Lives  1

STANDING UP 
FOR OUR LIVES: 
A history of the access 
to medicines movement 
in South Africa

� e project is supported by:

Sanitation Report Annual Review 2016-2017

Humans in the Age of HIVSpotlight: Youth Training EditionSpotlight: Youth Edition

Towards Safe and Decent School Sanitation in Limpopo: The Most Fundamental of Dignities

SECTION B: CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK 1

TOWARDS SAFE  
AND DECENT SCHOOL  
SANITATION IN LIMPOPO: 
The Most  
Fundamental  
of Dignities.

SECTION A: 

INTRODUCTION

SECTION b: 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
AND LEGAL  
FRAMEWORK

SECTION c: 

CONTEXT – THE 
FIGHT FOR SAFE  
AND DECENT  
SCHOOL  
SANITATION

SECTION D:  

FINDINGS  
AND IMPACT

SECTION E:  

BUDGETING FOR 
SAFE AND DECENT 
SANITATION

SECTION F:  

CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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The TAC's 20th-year celebration commemorative march to the Constitutional Court. 
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As a close partner of the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC), 
SECTION27 participated in the year-long commemoration of 
TAC’s 20th anniversary, which culminated in a night vigil and a 

march on 9 – 10 December 2018.

The events aimed to commemorate the 
fight against HIV/AIDS and also sought 
to galvanise support from academics, 
medical professionals, Constitutional 
Court justices, lawyers, as well as activists 
from all provinces in charting a way forward 
in advancing the right to health.

The TAC supported SECTION27 in the 
Life Esidimeni arbitration process by 
attending the proceedings, lending their 
voices for critical commentary, as well as 
marching to Emoyeni Estate, calling for 
justice for mental health care users and 
their families during Qedani Mahlangu’s 
testimony. In the Free State, the TAC and 
SECTION27 continued to provide support 
to the community healthcare workers. 
SECTION27 provided legal assistance to 
the BopheloHouse94.

Key partnerships

The TAC and SECTION27 collaborated on 
a submission to Parliament on the NHI Bill 
and the Medical Schemes Amendment Bill, 
calling for radical improvement in health 
systems. Furthermore, we continue to 
work with the TAC in the Eastern Cape 
on emergency medical services and the 
strengthening of healthcare systems 
within the umbrella body of the Eastern 
Cape Health Crisis Action Coalition 
(ECHCAC). 

SECTION27, the TAC and MSF worked on 
a People’s Community Operational Plan 
(COP) for the U.S. President’s Emergency 
Plan for Economic Relief (PEPFAR), 
which funds roughly a quarter of the HIV 
programme in South Africa. We argued 
for the inclusion of CHWs as an essential 
component of the PEPFAR funding plans.

The People’s COP aims to influence 
priorities in PEPFAR spending so that the 
funds are directed to where there will be 
the most significant impact.

In 2018, the People’s COP called for 
PEPFAR to support the Ward Based Primary 
Healthcare Outreach Teams (WBPHCOT) 
Policy by funding the employment of 
7,500 CHWs and ensuring a need-based 
distribution of the additional CHWs.

SECTION27 and the TAC jointly 
participated in the inaugural Human Rights 
Festival at Constitution Hill. We engaged 
the public about human rights and the 
work we do, and we provided them with 
our publications. 

The SECTION27 communications team 
supported the TAC and Corruption Watch 

Activists from the TAC and Sonke Gender Justice march to the Life Esidimeni arbitration hearings. 
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The People’s COP aims to 
influence priorities in 

PEPFAR spending so that 
the funds are directed to 
where there will be the 
most significant impact

in publishing a report by the Special 
Investigative Unit into the Gauteng 
Department of Health in June 2018. The 
report sparked a national discussion about 
corruption in the health care sector. 

Hot on the heels of these national 
discussions came the announcement 
that former Health MEC and Chief Whip 
Brian Hlongwa, who was implicated in 
facilitating the looting of R1.2 Billion from 
the health department, and former Health 
MEC Qedani Mahlangu were appointed 
to the provincial executive council of the 
African National Congress. 

Members of the SECTION27 team joined 
the TAC in a march to the Gauteng 
Provincial Legislature on 7 August 
2018 to call for the removal of both 
these compromised individuals from 
the provincial leadership of the ANC 
and specifically for the removal of Brian 
Hlongwa from his position as Chief Whip 
of the ruling party. 

Public Interest Law Gathering

The legal and communications teams 
worked on the 2018 Public Interest Law 
Gathering held on 3- 5 September 2018. 
The event involved ten organisations 
actively working in public interest law. 

Staff members assisted with social media 
work, dissemination of organisational 
material and running two sessions. The 
SECTION27 panel discussion asked the 
pertinent question, “Should public interest 
organisations use political lobbying as 
an advocacy tool for social justice”? 

Discussants included Executive Director 
Mark Heywood, Apolitical Academy 
Executive Director Lindiwe Mazibuko 
and Sex Worker Education and Advocacy 
Taskforce (SWEAT) acting Executive 
Director Ishtar Lakhani. 

Board member Alice Brown, Executive Director Umunyana Rugege and Duduetsang Makuse, National Co-ordinator of Save 
our SABC at the Open Society Foundation 25 Year celebration.
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SECTION27 strategically uses budget analysis as 
an important tool to advance our work to realise the 

rights to basic education and health care services. 

Budget analyst Daniel McLaren joined 
the SECTION27 team in November 
2017. His contribution has significantly 
enhanced SECTION27's ability to analyse 
how government generates, allocates 
and spends public money, in light of its 
constitutional obligations to ensure 
equality, redress and the realisation of 
socio-economic rights.

Budget Justice Coalition 

SECTION27 plays an active role in the 
Budget Justice Coalition (BJC), an 
alliance of more than twenty civil society 
organisations from across the country. 

The coalition was formed to  
collaboratively build people’s 
understanding of, and participation 
in South Africa’s planning and budget 
processes to ensure that the state 
advances social, economic and 
environmental justice to meet people’s 
needs and wellbeing in a developmental, 
equitable and redistributive way.”

There was sustained advocacy by the 
Coalition following the regressive tax 
changes announced in the February 2018 
budget, which contributed to the Minister 
of Finance’s decision to constitute an 
Independent Panel of Experts for the 
Review of Zero Rating in South Africa. 

The panel released its report on 6 
August 2018 and included several 
recommendations for which the BJC had 
advocated. These include the demand 
for zero-rated sanitary products, school 
uniforms, nappies, white bread, bread flour 
and cake flour.

Furthermore, the panel recommended 
that the Minister of Finance give strong 
consideration to increasing the value of 
social grants and strengthening school 
nutrition programmes.

-igniting active citizenry: 
Budgeting for socio-

economic rights

President Ramaphosa endorsed the 
panel’s report in Parliament a few days 
later. SECTION27 then contributed to 
inputs by the BJC in Parliament to the 
Standing Committee on Finance in a public 
hearing on the panel’s recommendations.

International budget advocacy
SECTION27 authored a submission and 
participated in South Africa’s first hearing 
at the UN Committee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights. The committee 
oversees the implementation by states of 
the International Covenant of the same 
name. Former President Mandela signed 
the International Covenant in 1994, but it 
only became legally binding in SA when the 
government ratified it in 2015. 

SECTION27 collaborated with the Institute 
for Economic Justice and the Centre for 
Economic and Social Rights in New York 
to draft a submission focusing on how the 
SA government utilises resources for the 
realisation of socio-economic rights. 

The submission argued that unnecessary 
austerity policies are undermining socio-
economic rights and threatening the gains 
made in service delivery since 1994. It 
outlined alternatives for a budget that 
would ensure the protection and fulfilment 
of socio-economic rights, focusing on 
health care and education, while providing 
for more sustainable public finances.

Thirteen CSOs were able to make 
oral submissions and participate in a 
dialogue with the UN Committee at the 
UN Headquarters in Geneva from 1 – 3 
October, both in person and via video link. 

SECTION27, in partnership with four 
other CSOs, also engaged the South 
African government delegation. Heads 
of the delegation included the Deputy 
Minister of Justice, the Deputy Minister 
of International Relations, the South 

African Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and high-level representatives 
of the departments of education, health 
care, social development, labour and 
human settlements, among others. This 
engagement provided an opportunity for 
the CSOs to make their points directly to 
the government and argue for these to be 
accepted and acted upon during and after 
the course of the hearings.

The concluding observations of the  
committee on South Africa’s implementation  
of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights were released on 
28 November 2018. They took the input of 
civil society organisations.

Budgets for communities 
Through its participation in the IMALI 
YETHU coalition, SECTION27 continues 
to play a leading role in the development 
of South Africa’s first open online budget 
portal. This portal aims to make the 
budgets and expenditure of all government 
departments available to the public.

Participation in this project is crucial. It 
is essential to have a partnership with 
National Treasury, with CSOs earning 
the right to have an equal voice in its 
development. 

re

Budget Analyst Daniel McLaren addresses media after the 
budget speech in Cape Town.
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As the allegations of sexual misconduct and harassment at UNAIDS emerged, women 
activists in South Africa and across the globe took a powerful stance to challenge the 

culture of impunity and protectionism that had become pervasive at the agency.

We worked with 23 women activists, 
including NSP Advocacy Officer Vuyokazi 
Gonyela, who spoke out against how 
the sexual harassment claims against 
UNAIDS Assistant Secretary-General 
Luiz Loures had been mishandled. In 
an open letter to UNAIDS, the activists 
detailed incidents of sexual harassment 
perpetrated by other members of UNAIDS 
staff, including Erasmus Morah, formerly 
the UNAIDS office in South Africa. They 
called for UNAIDS Executive Director 
Michel Sidibé to step down, given that he 
had allowed a culture of sexual misconduct 
to thrive unchallenged.

It is against this backdrop that SECTION27 
hosted a meeting with Michel Sidibé 
and his team to provide the women an 
opportunity to voice their objections to 
how he was dealing with the matter and to 
allow him to respond to their frustrations. 
The parties agreed to await the publication 
of the report detailing an investigation 
into UNAIDS. Following its release, African 
organisations distributed a statement 
denouncing the proposed process for 
dealing with Michel Sidibé’s failures. 

Under pressure following the report, 
UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé 
agreed to step down by end June 2018. 
His stepping down was in line with the 
demands of women activists across the 
globe. It represents the first victorious 
step towards rooting out the boys’ 
club culture.

Forging partnerships for 
reproductive health

At the start of the year, pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP) was only available 
at seven higher education institutions. 
Through the work of SECTION27 and 
other partners, including student leaders, 
the Wits Reproductive Health Institute, 
AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition 
(AVAC), Centre for the AIDS programme 
of research in South Africa (CAPRISA) 
and the International Partnerships for 
Microbicides, more institutions are 
providing PrEP to students at campus 
clinics. By the end of 2018, eleven TVET 
colleges and eleven universities were 
doing so. This work continues.

Furthermore, SECTION27, in collaboration 
with SheDecides, engaged in reviewing 
the SADC Regional SRHR strategy and 
Scorecard. The review process also 
involved the lobbying of Health Ministers 
and member states to endorse the 
documents to address SRHR issues in 
the region. Member states endorsed the 
strategy in 2018, and a tool to monitor its 
implementation is being drafted. 

Joining the women’s revolution 

SECTION27 joined the historic march to 
the Union Buildings on 1 August 2019, 
in which women called for an end to 
gender-based violence and delivered a 

memorandum of 24 demands to President 
Cyril Ramaphosa. 

We have also been involved in the 
Civil Society Organisations (CSO) 
collective working on gender-based 
violence. The most concrete 
outcome of the 24 demands was the 
convening of a Gender and Femicide 
Summit, which took place on 1 – 2 
November 2018 and which members of 
our team attended.

The CSO collective led the silent 
protest during President Cyril 
Ramaphosa's speech, which served 
to highlight the suppression of 
women's voices in all spheres of our 
society. We continue to work with the 
CSO collective to ensure that our 
coordinated efforts not only result in the 
addressing of the 24 demands but that 
gender-based violence is no longer 
tolerated in our society.

Advancing women’s 
rights in the volution 

Women activists from 
around the world 

increased pressure on 
Sidibé to step down. He did 
so by the end of June 2018

re
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30 January 2018 

SECTION27's submission on the draft 
Competition Amendment Bill, 2017:

http://bit.ly/S27-CompetitionBill

12 March 2018 

SECTION27's submission to the Proposed 
Amendments to the National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12:

http://bit.ly/S27-Curriculum

April 2018 

Equal Education Law Centre and 
SECTION27's submission to the 
Department of Basic Education in respect 
of the Draft National Policy on the 
Prevention and Management of Learner 
Pregnancy in Schools:  

http://bit.ly/S27-Pregnancy

5 June 2018

Budget Justice Coalition Submission 
titled Mitigating the Impact of the 
Increase in the VAT Rate on Poor and 
Low-Income Households:

http://bit.ly/S27-VATincrease

9 July 2018 

SECTION27's submission to the essential 
services committee about whether 
services rendered by educators and 
support staff in basic education, including 
early childhood development, should be 
declared essential: 

http://bit.ly/S27-EssentialServices

3 September 2018

Joint submission to the UN Committee 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
on the occasion of the review of South 
Africa’s first-period report at the 
64th session:

http://bit.ly/S27-ESCR

21 September 2018 

SECTION27 and the Treatment Action 
Campaign's submission on the Draft 
National Health Insurance Bill 2018, the 
Draft Medical Schemes Amendment 
Bill 2018, and the Draft National Quality 
Improvement Plan 2018:

http://bit.ly/S27-NHI-MSA

1 October 2018

SECTION27's submission on the 
Provisional Report of the Health Market 
Inquiry: 

http://bit.ly/S27-HMI-Prov

19 October 2018 

SECTION27's submission on the State 
Liability Amendment Bill 16 of 2018:  

http://bit.ly/S27-StateLiability

Submissions 

http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/S27-submission-on-draft-Competition-Amendment-Bill.pdf
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Ektaa Deochand

“Op-Ed: Children with Disabilities Left 
Behind by Learner Transport Policy,” 
with Deochand, Ektaa: Mail & Guardian, 
29 January 2019: http://bit.ly/S27-
LearnerswithDisabilities

Faranaaz Veriava

“Op-Ed: Too Many Children Died in Unsafe 
Schools”: Daily Maverick, 19 March 2018:  
http://bit.ly/FV-UnsafeToilets 

F Veriava and A Skelton, "The Right to 
Basic Education: A Comparative Study of 
the United States, India and Brazil": South 
African Medical Journal - forthcoming

Mark Heywood

“Vindication of the Rights of Those With 
Mental Illness,” Daily Maverick, 22 March 
2018: http://bit.ly/MH-MentalHealth 

“Open Letter to President Ramaphosa: 
Time to Turn a Disease System Back Into 
a Health System,” Spotlight, 6 June 2018: 
http://bit.ly/MH-LettertoCR 

“No Funds Available: Can South Africa 
Afford its Constitution?” Daily Maverick, 
25 June 2018: http://bit.ly/MH-
Constitution 

“UN Committee Finds Austerity Measures 
Implemented in SA May Further Worsen 
Inequalities,” Daily Maverick, 19 February 
2019: http://bit.ly/MH-Austerity

“Ailing Nation: The Health Crisis Set to 
Stay in the Shadows at SONA,” Daily 
Maverick, 7 February 2019: http://bit.ly/
MH-HealthSONA 

“Editorial: It’s a Stick-Up. Your Money 
or Your Health!” Mental Health Matters, 
Volume 5 Number 5, 2018, p. 1 – 2, 
previously printed in the Daily Maverick.

Spotlight Investigations

"The Sadmon Files 1: Government Pushed 
R352m to Controversial Communications 
Company": http://bit.ly/Sadmon1

"The Sadmon Files 2: How Not to Manage 
a Government Contract”: http://bit.ly/
Sadmon2 

“Sadmon Threatens Spotlight With Legal 
Action”: http://bit.ly/SadmonLitigation 

"The Sadmon Files 3: Red Ribbon or Red 
Flag?”: http://bit.ly/Sadmon3 

"The Sadmon Files 4: Autopsy of the Phila 
Communications Campaign”: http://bit.
ly/Sadmon4 

"The Sadmon Files 5: When Social Media 
Doesn’t Go Viral”: http://bit.ly/Sadmon5 

“The Devastating Costs of the North 
West Strikes,” in Spotlight by Ho, Ufrieda: 
http://bit.ly/SpotlighNWStrikes. The 
article was also published in the Daily 
Maverick, 14 January 2019: https://bit.
ly/2Z6CMLJ, and in the Mail & Guardian.

“Is South Africa on Track to Meet NSP 
Targets?” by Low, Marcus in Spotlight, 
30 November 2018: http://bit.ly/
SpotlightNSPtarget

Daniel McLaren

“Op-Ed: Promise of a New Dawn, 
Lost in the 2018 Budget Speech,” 
Daily Maverick, 23 February 2018:.
http://bit.ly/DM-BudgetSpeech

“There Are Alternatives to Treasury’s 
Movement at a Standstill,” Daily Maverick, 
26 October 2018: http://bit.ly/DM-
BudgetOptions

“Op-Ed: Children with Disabilities Left 
Behind by Learner Transport Policy,” 
with Deochand, Ektaa: Mail & Guardian, 
29 January 2019: http://bit.ly/S27-
LearnerswithDisabilities

Anso Thom and Marcus Low

In April 2018, Spotlight published a series 
of articles revealing corruption in several 
provinces. 

"Health4Sale Part 1: North West Blows 
HIV Money on Controversial Ambulance 
Service": http://bit.ly/Health4Sale1

"Health4Sale Part 2: North West Pays 
Double for Dubious Ambulance Service": 
http://bit.ly/Health4Sale2 

"Health4Sale Part 3: Mpumalanga 
Department of Health Broke Rules 
for Controversial Private Ambulance 
Company": http://bit.ly/Health4Sale3

"Health4Sale Part 4: Buthelezi EMS 
Running a Taxi Service, Not An Ambulance 
Service – Doctors and Nurses": http://bit.
ly/Health4Sale4

 "Health4Sale Part 5: Controversial Private 
Ambulance Company in Line for New Free 
State Tender": http://bit.ly/Health4Sale5

"Health4Sale Part 6: Magashule Cleared 
Way for Controversial Ambulance 
Company to Cash In": http://bit.ly/
Health4Sale6

The Health4Sale: Part 6 article also 
featured in the Daily Maverick: http://bit.
ly/DM-Health4Sale6 

"Health4Sale: Motsoaledi Asks Treasury 
to Investigate Buthelezi EMS": http://bit.
ly/Health4Sale-MotsResponds

"Spotlight: Free State Doctors Battle with 
Substandard Theatre Equipment: Daily 
Maverick, 16 May 2018": http://bit.ly/
Health4SaleFSEquip  

“Leaked Treasury Letter Shows 
Government Rifts over NHI,” published 
in the Daily Maverick, 16 November 
2018: http://bit.ly/Spotlight-NHI and in 

Spotlight and https://bit.ly/311N15O

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2018 

List of articles

https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/23/health4sale-part-4-buthelezi-ems-running-taxi-service-not-ambulance-service-doctors-nurses/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/25/health4sale-part-6-magashule-cleared-way-controversial-private-ambulance-company-cash/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/20/health4sale-motsoaledi-asks-treasury-investigate-buthelezi-ems/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-05-16-84321/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/11/20/the-sadmon-files-2-how-not-to-manage-a-government-contract/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/11/22/the-sadmon-files-4-autopsy-of-the-phila-communications-campaign/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-01-14-the-devastating-cost-of-the-north-west-strikes/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/11/30/is-south-africa-on-track-to-meet-nsp-targets/
https://city-press.news24.com/Voices/there-are-alternatives-to-treasurys-movement-at-a-standstill-20181026
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-01-29-00-children-with-disabilities-left-behind-by-learner-transport-policy?utm_source=Mail+%26+Guardian&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily+newsletter&utm_term=https://mg.co.za/article/2019-01-29-00-children-with-disabilities-left-behind-by-learner-transport-policy
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-01-29-00-children-with-disabilities-left-behind-by-learner-transport-policy?utm_source=Mail+%26+Guardian&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily+newsletter&utm_term=https://mg.co.za/article/2019-01-29-00-children-with-disabilities-left-behind-by-learner-transport-policy
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2018-06-25-no-funds-available-can-south-africa-afford-its-constitution/#.WzCm4VUzaM8
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2019-02-07-ailing-nation-the-health-crisis-set-to-stay-in-the-shadows-at-sona/
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“Letter to President Cyril Ramaphosa: 
Send a Message to World Leaders to 
Commit Financially to Fighting AIDS,” 
by Yawa, A and Heywood, M in the Daily 
Maverick, 29 November 2018: http://bit.
ly/MH-WAD2018 

“Suffer the Children: There Can Be No 
Excuses Any More for Pit Toilets,” Daily 
Maverick, 18 November 2018: http://bit.
ly/MH-WorldToiletDay

Marcus Low

“TB Response Tests Ramaphosa’s 
Commitment to the Poor,” Spotlight, 
24 March 2018: http://bit.ly/ML-
TBResponseCR 

“Removing Motsoaledi Will Not End the 
Health Crisis,” Daily Maverick, 14 June 
2018: http://bit.ly/ML-HealthCrisis

“Damning SIU Report on Gauteng Health 
is Finally Released but Will Heads Roll?” 
Daily Maverick, 22 June 2018: http://bit.ly/
ML-SIUReport 

Nikki Stein

“A Better Life For All: Using Socio-
Economic Rights Litigation to Enforce 
the Principles Governing Public 
Administration,” by Nikki Stein published 
in the South African Journal of Human 
Rights, Vol. 34, 2018: http://bit.ly/NS-
S195 

Stein, N, 2018, “Health Care,” in Jason 
Brickhill (ed.) Public Interest Litigation in 
South Africa, Juta. 

Nontsikelelo Mpulo

“Access Denied,” Spotlight, April 2018: 
http://bit.ly/NM-AbortionAccess 

“The Private Lives of Politicians: When 
Should We Care?” News24, 4 November 
2018: http://bit.ly/NM-PrivateLives

Sasha Stevenson:

“Op-Ed: What You Didn’t See at the Life 
Esidimeni Arbitration,” Health-E, 20 March 
2018: http://bit.ly/SS-LE-Arbitration 

“Sorry but the NHI Bill is Just Not the 
Right Medicine,” Daily Maverick, 26 June 
2018: http://bit.ly/SS-NHIBill 

“Unpacking Recommendation 16 of 
the Health Ombud’s Report on the Life 
Esidimeni Tragedy,”  by L J Robertson, 
B Janse van Rensburg, M Talatala, C 
Chambers, C Sunkel, B Patel and S 
Stevenson published in the South African 
Medical Journal, Vol 108, No 5 (2018): 362-
363: http://bit.ly/SS-OmbudReport

The Mail and Guardian named Sasha 
Stevenson as one of 200 Young 
South Africans. This list takes awards 
“interesting young people who have 
stood out from the pack and who show us 
what to look forward to in the country’s 
future. These under-35s are talented and 
have shown themselves to be leaders”: 
https://ysa.mg.co.za/2018/sasha-
stevenson/

Sam Brener

McConnachie, C and Brener, S (2018), 
“Litigating the Right to Basic Education” 
in Jason Brickhill (ed.) Public Interest 
Litigation in South Africa, Juta. 

Tendai Mafuma

“Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights 
Should Matter to All,” Spotlight, 11 June 
2018: http://bit.ly/2MnPKmQ

Thabang Pooe

“Bill Would Roll Back Right to Choose,” 
Spotlight, 26 April 2018: http://bit.ly/TP-
CTOPBill 

“DBE Draft Policy on the Prevention and 
Management of Learner Pregnancy,” 
Spotlight, April 2018: http://bit.ly/TP-
Contraception 

Thuthukile Mbatha

Thuthu was the guest editor for the 
Spotlight Youth Edition: Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Rights, April 2018, 
and wrote several articles including, “We 
Are Failing Young Women in South Africa” 
and “Lack of PreP is a Rights Violation 
for Young Women.” Spotlight, April 2018: 
http://bit.ly/2QHsDlx 

“Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights 
and Wrongs: What Do We Need to Do to 
Get Them Right? An Activist Perspective: 
Part 1,” by Thuthukile Mbatha and Mark 
Heywood  published in Spotlight, 21-23 
May 2018: http://bit.ly/2Z2VMe0 

Vuyisile Malinga  
and Motheo Brodie 

“Op-Ed: South Africa Court Holds That 
Private Schools Must Consider the Best 
Interest of the Child When Collecting 
Tuition Fees,” Right to Education: https://
bit.ly/2HQdI5y

Zukiswa Pikoli

“42 Years Later, Learners Are Still Dying,” 
Daily Maverick, 15 June 2018: http://bit.ly/
ZP-YouthDay 

“Emancipate the Female Condom,” 
Spotlight, April 2018: http://bit.ly/ZP-
youthspotlight  

“Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing: Sexual 
Harassment in the Public Interest Sector,” 
by Thabang Pooe et al., Daily Maverick, 28 
May 2018: http://bit.ly/TP-Harrassment 

“When the President Appointed a Panel 
Without Women,” GroundUp, 2 November 
2018: http://bit.ly/TP-Transformation 

Zukiswa Pikoli and Sheniece 
Linderboom 

“Op-Ed: Five Years On and Still No Justice 
for Michael Komape,” Daily Maverick, 25 
January 2019: https://bit.ly/2W4W0iV 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-11-29-letter-to-president-cyril-ramaphosa-send-a-message-to-world-leaders-to-commit-financially-to-fighting-aids/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-11-18-suffer-the-children-there-can-be-no-excuses-any-more-for-pit-toilets/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/03/24/tb-response-tests-ramaphosas-commitment-poor/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-06-22-damning-siu-report-on-gauteng-health-is-finally-released-but-will-heads-roll/#.WzCnCVUzaM8
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02587203.2018.1432104
https://ysa.mg.co.za/2018/sasha-stevenson/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/26/bill-roll-back-right-choose/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/04/26/contraception-dbe-draft-policy-prevention-management-learner-pregnancy/
http://bit.ly/ZP-YouthDay
http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/spotlight-5-30mar-singles-WEB-1.pdf
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On Life Esidimeni 

“Miss Adila Hassim, you rock! I have great 
respect for you… been watching you 
through the enquiry, you are well prepared, 
and a very good ambassador for the 
victims, well done.” 

-Otter Van Tonder 

“Dear Mark and everyone who just keeps on 
working in NGO's for what's right and just 
in UmZantsi and wider! I am so very glad 
to know you are still there ... and that your 
voices are being heard!

Love and light to all!" 

- Bridget-Nomonde Scoble Quaker

“Thank you Advocate Adila Hassim. Thank 
you @Section27news and all others who 
fought tirelessly for the truth. I'm so sorry 
this happened. May the families and the 
victims of #LifeEsidimeni find peace.” 

-Twitter

“Advocate Adila Hassim of section27 is a 
pleasure to listen to.” 

-Twitter

“Good morning to you! Thanks to your 
tenacity and hard work - the Life Esidemeni 
saga has reached closure.”

-Martie Venter 

“It was a pleasure meeting you all today. I 
left very inspired by the work that you all do. 
You're a very special team. Keep fighting 
the good fight.” 

-Desirae Welsh 

On our revised National Health 
Act Guide

“It is one of the most resourceful booklets I 
have ever used in my life. I love it!”

- Director General of Health, Precious 
Matsoso 

On the education manual 

“I just want you to know that this is a terrific 
book” 

- Brahm Fleisch: Associate Professor in 
the Division of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies at the School of 
Education, University of Witwatersrand. 

Speaking on the work done by 
SECTION27, SADAG and SASOP on 
the Life Esidimeni tragedy: 

“Gauteng Premier and Acting ANC 
Provincial Chairperson David Makhura has 
admitted that had his government listened 
to civic organisations, the Life Esidimeni 
tragedy would not have happened.”

On our right to 
Health workshops:

“Warm greetings from South African 
Positive Women Ambassadors. 

We would like to send our sincere gratitude 
for the training workshop that you have 
provided for SAPWA on behalf of the KZN 
PCA Women Sector.

Looking forward to a cemented working 
relationship."

- Gogo Silungile Mtambo: South African 
Positive women Ambassadors. 

WHAT PEOPLE 
SAID ABOUT US

On cases handled by 
our Paralegals:

"Hi Thembi,

We found a school for my cousin. I can't 
thank you enough for the time you have 
spent on this. May the universe conspire in 
your favour. 

All the best." 

- Dlozi 

“Dear Mr Komane,

Thank you very much for interviewing with 
us and sharing your experience! 

The conversation with you was very 
informative and educational. We have 
learned a lot from you. We really enjoyed 
our time in South Africa. We hope to be in 
touch for further research and writing.” 

- Northwestern ITP: South Africa  
Team Youth Employment. 

On right to education work:

“Thank you also for all your help in respect 
of the other schools that we visited 
this week.

The principles certainly sang your praises 
for all the excellent work that you’re doing 
in Limpopo!”

Best,"

- Avani (Alt Advisory) 
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Dangerous Pit Toilets

For many South African school-going 
children, going to the toilet can be 
dangerous. The NGO Section27, with 
education data initiative Passmark, 
collected data from 86 schools in Limpopo 
between May and July 2018 and found that 
nearly half of them had unlawful pit toilets 
and the sanitation facilities were in poor 
condition. 

A French article, published on 20 
November 2018 in RFI Afrique, mentions 
the Limpopo toilets – “Afrique du 
Sud: un grand nombre d’écoles sans 
latrines sécurisées”: http://www.rfi.fr/
afrique/20181120-afrique-sud-journee-
mondiale-toilettes-ecoles-latrines-
securisees

 

Appreciation for SRHR 
eThekwini youth session

Dear Mr Mdletshe

Thank you for inviting us to SRHR Youth 
Session. I like the fact that provision 
and progressive action is suggested by 
young people meaning we seek those 
recommendation to be recognised as well. 

- Afikile Tshona

“Dear Mark,

I just saw this article and wanted to thank 
you personally for your extraordinary work 
and determination over many years. Your 
activism has been far reaching, relentless 
and strategic, and has made many big 
differences in South Africa and beyond. 
Please keep up your great work. 

Warm regards,"

- Helen Rees: Founder and Executive 
Director of the Wits Reproductive Health 
and HIV Institute of the University 
of Witwatersrand.

On access to health: 

“Hi Mark,

I’m so relieved this morning to hear that 
Section 21 has been approved!!! I can’t 
thank you enough!

The family are over the moon this morning - 
it’s like they just won the lottery!!

There are no words….” 

- Dr Gwynn Stevens 

Dear Mark

I wanted to convey a deep appreciation for 
the work you and your team at SECTION27 
is doing. Growing up in a township during 
the apartheid system in SA, I truly admire 
your courage, passion and dedication from 
the time you co-founded TAC  in 1998 to 
your current role, still advancing  human 
rights in South Africa.

- Blanche Pitt: Country Director ICAP SA 
Columbia University

On our international 
student engagement:

“Thank you and the entire Section 27 team 
for an outstanding exchange. 

Everyone was extremely pleased with the 
gathering and information about the great 
work that you continue to do. High praises 
from this end. Let's stay in touch and we will 
continue to spread about the great things 
that you do” 

- Professor Irving Joyner, North Carolina 
Central University of Law

Global Editor's Network :  
Data Journalism Awards:

The Limpopo pit toilets site was 
mentioned in the "worth a click" section 
on 26 November 2018. 

The School Toilets Limpopo Forgot 
(South Africa):

For many South African school children, 
going to the toilet is dangerous. Section27 
collected data from 86 schools in Limpopo 
between May and July 2018 to assess 
their sanitation facilities. This projects 
showswhat they found. — By Section27

The Global Investigative Journalism 
Network's data journalism column that 
mentions the Limpopo toilets story on 29 
November 2018: http://passmark.org.za/
pit-toilets/

http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20181120-afrique-sud-journee-mondiale-toilettes-ecoles-latrines-securisees
http://passmark.org.za/pit-toilets/
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SECTION27 maintained financial stability through 
2018, continuing on an upward trajectory from 2017.

This financial stability is attributable 
to the generous support of all our 
donors. Annual income increased by 8%, 
matched with a corresponding increase 
in expenditure of 7% compared to 2017. 
Our reserves at the end of 2018 amounted 
to R7,552,081. These results are set out 
in this annual report. Salary costs remain 
a major cost driver, amounting to 65% 
of SECTION27’s total expenditure. The 
SECTION27 workforce is made up of 
talented and dedicated legal, education, 
health and communications experts, who 
are supported by HR, Fundraising, Finance 
and Administration teams.  

Our pure overhead costs are 14.5% of total 
expenditure; we continue to monitor this 
figure very closely, always aiming to keep 
it as low as possible. The organisation has 
maintained a strong balance sheet and has 
sufficient reserves to meet all its short-
term commitments. SECTION27 remains 
highly dependent on recurring donations 
and grants from our longstanding 
supporters, whose loyalty over the years 
we greatly appreciate. The Board remains 
committed to exploring ways and means to 
secure SECTION27’s long-term financial 
security and to increase its reserves. 

Core funding grants allow much greater 
flexibility and agility in the work of the 
organisation, covering the basic “core” 
organisational and administrative costs 
of SECTION27, including salaries of 

Programme Funding

Foreign Philanthropy

Local Corporate

Friends of SECTION27 and other donations

Core Funding

International 
Government
Local Philanthropy

R 1 176 746 
3%

R 13 736 516 
37%

R 7 970 774 
21%

R 15 875 549,00 
44%

R 19 992 708,00 
56%

SECTION27 Treasurer’s 
report for 2018

Funding According to Funding 
Source 2018

Program/Core Funds 2018

non-programmes staff, as well as other 
overheads. 

The chart below shows the breakdown of 
our grants between core and programme/ 
project funds: 

Another key aspect of our fundraising 
strategy is the diversification of our 
funding sources.

The sources of our donor funds are shown 
in the following pie chart:

R 8 030 919 
 22%

R 6 130 048 
17%

From the above it can be seen that 42% of 
our funds now come from local sources. 
This is a big improvement on 2017, when 
only 30% of our funding was local. Our 
target is to increase local funding to reflect 
at least 50% of our income by 2020.  The 
increase in local funding is largely because 
of our Corporate Challenge fundraising 
campaign, which started in 2017 and has 
successfully enlisted the support of local 
corporate donors. We are continuing our 
local funding drive with vigour as this will 
strengthen our financial sustainability. 

Dr Brian Brink 
Treasurer
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SECTION27 has remained financially stable 
through 2018, thanks to the generous 

support of all our donors.
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Section 27 of the Constitution

Health care, food, water and social 
security

1. Everyone has the right to have access to   
a. health care services, including 
reproductive health care; 
b. sufficient food and water; and 
c. social security, including, if they are 
unable to support themselves and their 
dependants, appropriate social assistance.

2. The state must take reasonable 
legislative and other measures, within 
its available resources, to achieve the 
progressive realisation of each of these 
rights.

3. No one may be refused emergency 
medical treatment.
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Section 29 of the Constitution 

Education 

1. Everyone has the right 
a. to a basic education, including adult 
basic education; and 
b. to further education, which the 
state, through reasonable measures, 
must make progressively available and 
accessible.



Catalysing a social 
justice revolution. 




