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I write this in the midst of the COVID-19 global pandemic; an unforeseen 
crisis that has caused hundreds of thousands of deaths around 
the world. It has brought health systems to the brink of collapse, 
and caused indescribable suffering, child hunger and economic 
devastation. To reflect on 2019 without considering this context is 
unnecessary gymnastics. The pandemic has not only drawn attention 
to the extremely high levels of 
inequality experienced on the 
basis of race, gender, class and 
socio-economic status; it has 
also deepened that inequality. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has also 
deepened our resolve, as human 
rights activists working on socio-
economic rights – in particular, 
the right to access health services, 
and the right to basic education. 

The health system is the centre 
of the fight against COVID-19, 
with health professionals as the 
heroes; and the education system 
was the contested ground that 
became the test for whether our national response was enough for us 
to risk the lives of the most precious in our society: our children.

Our work to fix the health system and the basic education system in 2019 
was brought into stark focus in 2020, as stories of the lack of readiness 
of our health and education systems, and society more broadly, hit the 
newspapers early in the pandemic. In 2019, we did important work on 
the National Health Insurance Bill and Health System Reform. We were a 
leading voice on NHI, and argued for appropriate governance structures 
to ensure that NHI will be capable of improving access to health care 
services for everyone in the country. We presented an alternative vision, 
of an NHI that would be inclusive, transparent, and accountable, and 
which would provide certainty about its financing. Going forward, any 
discussion of NHI will now have to take these principles seriously, and 
truly be responsive to the needs of the population.

In 2019, we fought for access to medicines as a human right. This too 
has come into sharp focus as the world rushes to develop COVID-19 
diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines, with global cries for affordable 
and equitable access for all in need, and not only for those who 
can afford these medicines. In partnership with other civil society 
organisations in a global campaign, we demanded that Johnson & 
Johnson lower the price of bedaquiline, a tuberculosis drug, which the 
company subsequently did. 

Message from the 
Executive Director

The struggle  
of a lifetime

“In 2019, we fought for 
access to medicines as 
a human right. This too 
has come into sharp 
focus as the world rushes 
to develop COVID-19 
diagnostics, therapeutics 
and vaccines, with global 
cries for affordable and 
equitable access for all 
in need, and not only for 
those who can afford 
these medicines.”
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We advocated for women to have access to abortion services, worked 
with HIV activists to monitor and improve the HIV programme, and we 
continued our fight for emergency medical services in the Eastern Cape, 
a problem which made headlines with the virtual collapse of the health 
system during the pandemic. We will continue to shine a spotlight on 
these issues, and fight for a more equal health system. 

Also in 2019, our basic education rights programme continued to 
campaign for safe and decent sanitation in schools. The Supreme Court 
of Appeal found in favour of our clients, the Komape family, after young 
Michael drowned in a pit latrine, and awarded them compensation for 
their emotional shock and grief, setting a legal precedent. 

We also successfully intervened in a case involving the right of 
undocumented learners to access school. In the Phakamisa case in 

the Eastern Cape, the High Court declared the policy of 
exclusion from schools of learners who lack documents 
to be unconstitutional. It also held that the Immigration 
Act may not be read to prohibit school access to learners 
without regularised status in South Africa. Since then, 
the National Department of Basic Education (DBE) 
has sent out a circular to all schools clarifying that no 
learners may be excluded from school because of their 
documentation status.  During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
at a time when there has been so much disruption to 

everyday life, the role that schools play in the well-being of all children 
– regardless of their documentation status – has become ever more 
important. 

As experts opine on what is needed to return safely to schools in the 
middle of a pandemic, the state of the infrastructure at schools has 
become dire. A central concern has been sanitation infrastructure. We 
return to court this year to ensure the compliance of government with 
the structural order in the Komape case to eradicate pit toilets at schools 
in Limpopo Province. In 2019, the court confirmed that the DBE’s  failure 
to take swift and appropriate action to address the unsafe conditions 
at Makangwane Secondary School in Limpopo, and develop or make 
plans to address these issues, was unconstitutional and unlawful. The 
impact of our interventions was evident when the matric pass rate at 
Makangwane Secondary increased from 9% to 100% in one year.

As we look around the world today, we see people protesting in the 
streets, reclaiming the dignity of black and brown people everywhere, 
and demanding that governments and non-state actors respond to 
systemic racism and inequality. The fight for inequality is at the centre 
of what we do and who we are. As John Lewis, the late giant of the 
civil rights movement, once said: “Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be 
hopeful, be optimistic. Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a week, 
a month or a year – it is the struggle of a lifetime. Never ever be afraid to 
make some noise, and get in good trouble – necessary trouble.” 

The struggle continues. 

“As experts opine on what is 
needed to return safely to schools 

in the middle of a pandemic,  
the state of infrastructure at 

schools has become dire.  
A central concern has been 

sanitation infrastructure.“

Umunyana 
Rugege
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Following a successful leadership transition and the departure of 
Justice Kriegler, our long-standing Chair, I took on the role of Acting 
Chair of SECTION27 in 2019. Under the new leadership team, SECTION27 
has thrived as an organisation and has continued to do extraordinarily 
significant work. 

I understand how important the first year after a major transition is for 
any organisation. Change management is a tricky business, and I am 
very proud of the internal work that has been done by our leadership 
team. Congratulations to Umunyana and the dedicated staff for their 
laudable efforts on this front.

Indeed, in 2019 SECTION27 continued to punch above its weight and 
make some important headway on the social justice landscape. This 
review illustrates the immense passion and drive of the team of activist 
lawyers, researchers, communicators and community mobilisers who 
are all committed to the transformative power of the Constitution, 
and to ensuring that the promises enumerated in the Bill of Rights are 
obtainable by vulnerable groups in our society.

By way of example, the Michael Komape case has been a sustained 
effort by the team over many years. It culminated at the end of 2019 in 
a meaningful judgment in the Supreme Court of Appeal, which granted 
the family of Michael Komape R1.4 million in compensation for their 
grief, emotional shock and trauma.

The road to justice has been long for this family, and though I know that 
monetary relief can never erase the pain and anguish of losing their 
son, I hope they have found some modicum of closure in the outcome. 
Beyond its representation of this individual family, SECTION27 continues 
to pursue a case to ensure that all schools in Limpopo are made safe 
and dignified for all learners. 

Message from  
the Board Chair

There’s work 
to be done

Umunyana Rugege and Alice Brown visited the NAACP Legal Defense Fund (LDF) in New York in September 2019 – here they are 
seated at the desk of Thurgood Marshall, the founding Director-Counsel of LDF, who subsequently became the first African-American 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice.
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Through sustained support from the 
SECTION27 team, the community at 
Xhora Mouth in the Eastern Cape now 
has an ambulance stationed in the village 
of Nqileni. After many years of working 
in collaboration with community-
based organisations, unions, medical 
professionals and others on matters 
related to the health system in that 
province, incremental progress has been 
made. Still, the system remains weak, 

and greater accountability is needed to ensure that the people of the 
Eastern Cape have access to the health care services that they need. 
Accordingly, SECTION27 will persist in its work in this area.

Joining forces with an organisation of people with disabilities, 
SECTION27 worked to protect the rights of learners with disabilities by 
intervening in a court action focused on the scholar transport policy in 
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN). In this case, the court ordered the Department 
of Education to develop a policy that would include learners with 
disabilities. Without this intervention, they would have been completely 
left out of school transport programmes in KZN.

These instances demonstrate the direct change possible through 
partnership and sustained action, and by using advocacy, community 
mobilisation, public education and strategic litigation. 

I would like to extend a special thanks to our donors for their ongoing 
support of our programmes. Thanks also to the Friends of SECTION27, 
who support our events with their monthly or once-off donations and 
help to extend our reach through social media. Without contributions 
from these various sources, SECTION27 could not continue innovating 
to find ways of tackling poverty and inequality. 

To be sure, inequality is the greatest challenge of our times. Our country’s 
recovery post-COVID-19 will necessarily require that organisations such 
as SECTION27 continue to fight for social justice and fairness. 2020 has 
been a difficult year so far, and 2021 may be even more difficult as we 
rebuild our society. This recovery must not only focus on job creation 
and livelihoods, but also ensure more equitable health and education 
systems and dignity for all. There is still much work to be done. 

Let’s get to it!
Alice L.  
Brown
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support our events with their 
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through social media.”
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Board members

Alice L. Brown 
International human rights advocate and Chair of the Board of SECTION27

Alice L. Brown is the head of Sojourner, Tubman, Wells & Co. Consulting and a Visiting 
Research Fellow at the African Centre for the Study of the United States, located at 
the University of the Witwatersrand. She is a graduate of New York University School 
of Law (JD) and Dartmouth College (BA History). Alice has been a Visiting Adjunct 
Professor at the University of the Witwatersrand School of Law, a Visiting Fellow at 
the Harvard Law School Human Rights Program, and a Visiting Fellow at the Princeton 
School of Public and International Affairs.

Brent Botha 
Director and practice group leader of disputes at Norton Rose Fulbright

Brent is a corporate and commercial litigation lawyer based in Sandton, Johannesburg. 
His practice has an extensive range and has seen him work on matters ranging from 
the application for the criminal pardon of a client to corresponding with the Security 
Council of the United Nations. He has been the lead lawyer in matters argued in the 
Supreme Court of Appeal and also the Constitutional Court.

Dr Brian Brink 
Retired Chief Medical Officer at Anglo American and Treasurer of the 
SECTION27 board

Brian is the retired chief medical officer of Anglo American and is treasurer on the 
SECTION27 board. He serves on the board of directors of the International Women’s 
Health Coalition, ‘Right to Care’ in South Africa, ‘Grassroot Soccer’ based in New York, 
and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, which has been at the 
forefont of galvanising support to treat and prevent these diseases. He is also closely 
involved with a number of non-governmental organisations that are fighting the AIDS 
epidemic.

Dr Nic Spaull 
Senior Researcher, Department of Economics, University of Stellenbosch and 
Director at Funda Wande

Dr Nic Spaull is currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Research on Socioeconomic 
Policy (RESEP) group at Stellenbosch University in South Africa. Nic has a PhD in 
economics and has published numerous journal articles on education focusing 
on assessment, accountability, literacy and education policy in South Africa. Nic 
is currently working on the Funda Wande project, which is developing a certificate 
to teach Foundation Phase teachers how to teach early-grade reading in African 
languages.
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Nompumelelo Seme 
Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of the Witwatersrand

Mpumi is a SECTION27 and Centre for Applied Legal Studies board member with 
expertise is commercial litigation. Mpumi has been a legal advisor at Eskom, where she 
honed her expertise in commercial litigation, before her current position of lecturer at 
the University of the Witwatersrand. She holds an LLB (cum laude) and a BA (English 
and Psychology), both from Wits, and is currently pursuing her Masters in Tax Law, 
also at Wits.

Elouise Kelly  
Branding, Communication and Business Strategist

Prior to joining Universal Music Group in June 2020, Elouise Kelly worked at some of 
the most prominent companies locally and abroad. As a Branding, Communication 
and Business Strategist, she revamped content for channels, launched brands, 
handled budgets of up to R250 million, led various teams and successfully increased 
companies’ bottom lines in accordance with their objectives, including Ogilvy South 
Africa, Viacom, MTN Irancell, M-Net and brands within the SABC stable.

Professor Eddie Mhlanga 
Provincial Specialist of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

Professor Mhlanga is a member of the National Committee on the Confidential 
Enquiry into Maternal Deaths. As director of Maternal, Child and Women’s Health for 
the Department of Health, Dr Mhlanga has been instrumental in implementing the 
Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act. He is currently the Provincial Specialist of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology for the Department of Health in Mpumalanga.

Shaeera Kalla 
Activist and researcher 

Shaeera Kalla holds a Masters degree in African Studies from Oxford University, a 
Bachelor of Commerce in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from Wits University, 
and a BA Honours in Political Science. She is the co-founder of an organisation called 
The Mbegu Platform - an incubator for community-driven socially impactful ideas. 

Joined in 2020

Ann Skelton  
Law Professor at the University of Pretoria

Professor Ann Skelton is a Law Professor at the University of Pretoria, where she holds 
the UNESCO Chair: Education Law in Africa. She has appeared as counsel in many 
landmark child law cases in the South African superior courts, including 12 cases in 
the Constitutional Court. Ann is an internationally recognised expert in children’s 
rights, and has been a member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the 
Child since 2017. 
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Justice Johann Froneman  
Former Constitutional Court Justice 

Justice Froneman was appointed as a justice of the Constitutional Court in 2009. He 
retired from the apex court in June 2020. Outside of legal practice and his judicial 
responsibilities, Justice Froneman taught at several universities. For five years, he 
was Professor Extraordinaire at Stellenbosch University, where he gave lectures in 
Human Rights at LLM level. He attended Harvard and Oxford Universities in 1999 and 
2008, respectively, in a visiting capacity.

Redi Tlhabi 
Journalist, broadcaster, and author

Redi is a television and radio presenter, author, activist, production company owner, 
columnist and ultra-marathon runner. She has been a broadcast journalist for 15 
years, her experience spanning some of South Africa’s most respected media and 
news brands. Redi holds a BA in Communication and BA Honours from the University 
of Johannesburg.

Justice Zak Yacoob 
Former Constitutional Court Justice

Justice Yacoob served as a Constitutional Court judge from February 1998 until his 
retirement in January 2013. Justice Yacoob has been a life-long human rights lawyer, 
rising to prominence during the apartheid years. He represented, among others, the 
Durban Six, the United Democratic Front in the Delmas treason trial, and the African 
National Congress in the Operation Vula trial. Justice Yacoob, who is himself blind, 
has sat on numerous school committees and has served as chairperson of the South 
African National Council for the Blind.

Justice Johann Kriegler 
Former Constitutional Court Justice

Johann is a lifelong human-rights lawyer and was the chairperson of the SECTION27 
board. In 1994, as an Appeal Court judge, he headed South Africa’s transitional 
elections and was subsequently appointed a founding justice of the newly established 
Constitutional Court. Since completing his term in 2002 he has been engaged in some 
40 countries on five continents on behalf of the UN, the AU, the Commonwealth and 
various international NGOs in electoral work, training judges and advocates, and 
conducting inquiries and arbitrations.

Resigned in 2019
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Improving access  
to health care

National Health 
Insurance and 
health system 
reform 

The health system is in dire need of reform to improve both quality 
and equity. SECTION27 has worked on the National Health Insurance 
(NHI) programme, a key component of health reform, since 2011; and 
2019 saw significant movement in this area, with the National Health 
Insurance Bill being gazetted for public comment on 29 July 2019. 

We are a leading voice on NHI, and in particular on the need for specific 
changes to the Bill to put in place appropriate governance structures, 
and to ensure that NHI is capable of improving access to health 
care services for everyone in the country. We are very aware of the 
shortcomings of the Bill, and the limited implementation of NHI reforms 
so far (69 of 74 clinics in Gert Sibande District in Mpumalanga have been 
called ‘ideal clinics’, but are far from ideal).

Following NHI workshops that we hosted in various provinces, 
SECTION27 took the lead in convening civil society meetings to cohere 
civil society’s voice on NHI. On 4 October 2019 we held a gathering of 59 
people from 24 organisations, to discuss NHI and develop a common 
strategy. Our budget analyst conducted a budgetary analysis and a 
financial planning analysis, which were included in our submission on 
the NHI Bill. In our submission, we noted that clarity and transparency 
in relation to the funding of NHI is desperately needed – both to confirm 
the policy choices being made, and to allay public fears. We stated that 
it was insufficient to claim that additional funding for NHI would not 
be sought until the economy improved. Detailed plans are required for 
each stage of the transition and for how each stage would be funded 
– in the Memorandum to the Bill, in the Treasury discussion document 
that was never made public, and at the appropriate time, in a Money Bill. 

Head of the health rights programme Sasha Stevenson presents aspects of the NHI 
Bill to civil society. 

NHI icon developed for our campaign.
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In addition to our specific recommendations, we urged that the NHI Bill 
be considered together with the Medical Schemes Amendment Bill and 
the findings of the Competition Commission’s Health Market Inquiry 
(HMI). The final report of the HMI contains valuable recommendations 
with direct relevance for NHI. In addition, the NHI Bill will impact medical 
schemes as well as the Medical Schemes Amendment Bill.

3. Try before you buy: The NHI Bill introduces a range of new structures 
and administration processes that are untested. We are bringing the 
establishment of these new structures into law with no way to turn back 
if they fail, and without any transition provisions that could stagger 
implementation and allow for learnings.

2. Transparency: To increase public trust in the NHI and to reduce 
the risk of corruption under NHI, it is imperative that all NHI-related 
processes and decisions are as transparent as possible.

1. Governance: The Minister of Health appoints the NHI Fund Board 
members (after appointing the ad hoc panel that interviews and 
recommends them), the Board Chairperson, and the CEO of the NHI 
Fund. In simple terms, the decision-making is far too concentrated.

Im
proving Access to H

ealth Care

In advance of the deadline for written submissions on the National Health 
Insurance Bill, we undertook a multi-pronged public education campaign 
comprising articles in Spotlight and Business Day, podcasts, community 
radio announcements and social media posts. We collaborated with 
community radio stations in the North West, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, 
Limpopo, the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal, to drive awareness of 
both the positive and the negative aspects of the NHI Bill. We created a 
dedicated page on our website to house information related to the NHI, 
including submissions from partner organisations, videos we created, 
and articles written by our staff.

01#Impact: The Department of Health Head of the NHI Office, Mr Nicholas Crisp, noted that our 
submission was constructive, and he hoped Parliament would consider our recommendations;  
but if they did not, the Department of Health would do so once the Bill came back to them for revision.

In an article in Business Day, our budget analyst summarised the key 
questions facing the proposed financing reforms for the NHI: How will 
the proposed reforms in the NHI Bill affect the cost of health care? 

On 29 November 2019, together with the Treatment Action Campaign 
(TAC), we made our written submission to Parliament on the NHI Bill. The 
submission, which was endorsed by 12 civil society organisations, was 
well received. Our submission highlighted three key areas of concern.
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http://section27.org.za/national-health-insurance/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/health/2019-12-18-native-how-will-the-proposed-reforms-in-the-nhi-bill-affect-the-cost-of-health-care/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/health/2019-12-18-native-how-will-the-proposed-reforms-in-the-nhi-bill-affect-the-cost-of-health-care/
http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/SECTION27-and-TAC-NHI-Bill-submission-29-November-2019.pdf
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The National 
Health Act 
Guide

We completed a revision of the National 
Health Act Guide. Now in its third edition, 
the guide is an invaluable resource for 
government, health care workers, health 
service users, academics, students and civil 
society. It contains not only the Act itself, 
but also detailed analysis and commentary, 
including links to and explanations of 
related legislation, regulations and policy. 
The Guide also contains an up-to-date 
list of contact details for all the health 
departments in the country; and for the 
first time, a section on budgeting for public 
health care.

02 #Impact: Former Director General of Health Precious Matsoso (who 
wrote the foreword), said the Guide is “[o]ne of the most resourceful 
booklets I have ever used in my life – I love it.”

Access to 
Medicines

Through our work globally and locally, including our partnerships with 
the Stop Stock-Outs Project (SSP) and Fix the Patent Laws Coalition, 
SECTION27 continued its critical focus on access to medicines in 2019.

Face to Face 
with Big 
Pharma 

SECTION27 attended the WHO Fair Pricing Forum from 11 to 13 April 
2019. The Forum brought together various stakeholders to discuss 
how medicine pricing can be made more transparent, and contribute 
to more affordably priced medicines. We participated in one of the 
panels, which discussed the impact of intellectual property on access 
to medicines and highlighted the work of the Fix the Patent Laws 
(FTPL) coalition in advocating for public health-orientated patent 
law reforms to ensure equitable and affordable access to medicines.

A civil society event was planned for the day of the opening of the 
Fair Pricing Forum. At the event, there was a call for pharmaceutical 
companies to be transparent about the cost of research & development. 
The Fix the Patent Laws Coalition had also organised a picket outside 
Emperor’s Palace in Johannesburg, which was in danger of not 
proceeding, due to objections from Emperor’s Palace. Having prepared 
an urgent application to challenge the Ekurhuleni Metropolitan 
Police Department’s (EMPD) declaration that the gathering was 
in contravention of the Gatherings Act, SECTION27 successfully 
negotiated with the EMPD and the picket went ahead. The civil society 
event and the picket attracted international attention and were covered 
extensively in the media, including Daily Maverick, Business Day and by 
partner organisations such as Medicines Law and Policy and Médecins 
sans Frontiéres.
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A full house at the Fair Pricing Forum in 
Johannesburg.
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http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Stevenson-National-Health-Act-Guide-2019-1.pdf
http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Stevenson-National-Health-Act-Guide-2019-1.pdf
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-04-14-tackling-the-high-price-of-medicine/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/health/2019-04-11-activists-call-for-pricing-transparency-from-pharmaceutical-industry/
https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2019/04/strong-call-for-transparency-on-medicine-prices-cost-of-rd-at-who-fair-pricing-forum/
https://www.msf.org.za/news-and-resources/press-release/no-fair-prices-medicine-without-access-and-transparency
https://www.msf.org.za/news-and-resources/press-release/no-fair-prices-medicine-without-access-and-transparency
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The SSP, of which SECTION27 is a founding member, is a consortium 
necessary for the reporting, diagnosis and resolution of stock-outs of 
medicines in the public sector. Following an in-depth strategic review 
process, SSP expanded its focus to include contraceptive stock-outs – 
a long-standing problem in public health facilities. Expanding the focus 
to contraceptive medicines is in line with the strategic position taken to 
improve access to sexual and reproductive health services for women. 

On 10 October 2019, the Fix the Patent Laws coalition joined the global 
campaign urging Johnson & Johnson to reduce the price of bedaquiline, 

a drug used to treat drug-resistant TB, to make it 
more accessible to patients. The global campaign 
saw activists picketing outside Johnson & Johnson 
corporate offices across the world, with about 150 
activists gathering outside Johnson & Johnson 
headquarters in Johannesburg. Informed by 
research conducted by the University of Liverpool, 
the call demanded that Johnson & Johnson lower 
the price of bedaquiline from R30 per day to R15 per 
day. We handed over a memorandum to a Johnson & 
Johnson management representative. 

TB Treatment: 
Linezolid

In October 2019, Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) approached 
SECTION27 for advice on the pricing of Linezolid, a drug used for 
treating TB. The matter related to a government contract awarded to 
Pfizer for the supply of Linezolid. The concern was that the terms of 
the contract were such that Pfizer would be charging the government 
close to nine times the global price of the drug, and twice what it was 
paying in 2018 to another supplier. MSF asked for advice on whether a 
legal intervention would be possible to allow for re-procuring at a lower 
price. We obtained legal opinion from counsel, who advised that there 
were limited legal remedies, but who also advised on potential advocacy 
routes. In January 2020, we were informed that Pfizer had volunteered 
to reduce the price from R544.62 to R490.15, from October 2019 to the 
end of the contract period.

03 #Impact: In June 2020, Johnson & Johnson announced that it would reduce 
the price of bedaquiline to US$1.50 per day. This is a 32% reduction in price.
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Members of the Fix the Patent Law coalition picket outside the 
Fair Pricing Forum. 

SECTION27 join MSF at a picket outside Johnson & Johnson headquarters in Midrand, Johannesburg.
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Celebrating Impact

Realisation 
of sexual and 
reproductive 
health rights 
(SRHR) from 
adolescence  
to adulthood

Sexual and 
reproductive 
health rights 
training for 
children and 
young people 

Our SRHR work is wide-ranging, and includes work with and concerning 
children, young people in universities, traditional leaders, community 
members who participate in local governance structures such as AIDS 
Councils, and litigation and legal advocacy. We are also working to assist 
in the realisation of SRHR in the Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) 
region.

During the year, we reached several hundred children and a number 
of communities through our SRHR and sexual violence in schools 
training, including the learners at a school in Vhembe in which 33 Grade 
12 learners were pregnant. In addition, 
we trained 18 trainers from Free State, 
Gauteng and Limpopo, including new 
SECTION27 staff. The team also conducted 
10 workshops at schools, and a further 
workshop at a school in Uganda.

To support our work on sexual violence 
and SRHR in schools, we developed the 
Adolescent’s Guide to SRHR. We printed 
2 000 copies, which we used for training, 
and distributed to partners. The handbook 
outlines key SRHR issues, including the 
prevention of HIV and STIs, pregnancy, 
abortion, and questions concerning puberty and sexuality. Learners 
can refer to this useful tool outside of the workshops.

Following a request for a SRHR workshop from the health promoters 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), on 17 May 2019 SECTION27 
facilitated a SRHR workshop for higher education health promoters and 
counsellors from all UKZN campuses.
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SECTION27 community mobilisers lead a discussion on SRHR issues in Limpopo.
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Celebrating Impact

Working with 
SRHR activists 
in Eastern and 
Southern Africa 
(ESA)

SECTION27 SRHR Regional Fellowship

The SECTION27 SRHR Regional Fellowship programme continues to 
generate a great deal of interest among activists in the ESA region. 
The Fellowship is open to activists from the region to work on SRHR for 
six months in South Africa with SECTION27, TAC and AIDS Foundation 
South Africa (AFSA). In 2019 we hosted two Fellows – one from Uganda, 
and one from Lesotho. 

04 #Impact: Both of our SRHR Regional Fellows are actively fighting 
for SRHR in their respective countries.

SRHR legal advocacy in the region – training in Zambia 

SECTION27 works in solidarity with others in the region to advocate for 
the realisation of SRHR. As part of our regional advocacy and solidarity 
on sexual and reproductive health rights in Eastern and Southern 
Africa, on 26 and 27 November 2019 SECTION27 conducted training on 
SRHR legal advocacy in Lusaka, Zambia, in conjunction with Phakama 
Africa, an organisation led by young women lawyers. The participants 
were from various organisations working to improve SRHR and services 
in Zambia. 

SADC SRHR policy and scorecard

SECTION27 is a member of the SADC regional community of policy and 
practice, which we co-established in 2019 following the endorsement 
of the SADC SRHR strategy and scorecard. The scorecard aims to 
inspire accelerated action by member states to improve SRHR for all 
people. It is a high-level strategic tool for tracking the progress against 
core indicators, at a political level across the SADC region, of the 
implementation of the Strategy for SRHR in the SADC Region 2019-
2030. 

Regional networking

SECTION27 is part of the SheDecides network, a movement striving 
to ensure that every girl and woman can decide what to do with her 
body, her life and her future. At the end of October 2019, in Nairobi, 
we participated in a SheDecides regional meeting with the friends, 
champions and founders of the movement, to discuss ways of 
strengthening the regional voice on SRHR issues affecting girls and 
women. SECTION27’s Thuthukile Mbatha then played a leading role in 
the launch of SheDecides SA, on 16 November 2019. 
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Regional Fellow Paul Waswa participated 
in workshops in Zambia
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Celebrating Impact

05 #Impact: In response to our continued advocacy, the Department 
took various steps to increase access to second-trimester abortion 
services across the province.
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Access to 
abortion 
services is a 
human right

Access to abortion, while permitted in law, remains difficult for many 
women. Over the years we have received numerous complaints from 
young women turned away from public health facilities in Gauteng 
when seeking abortion services. The denial of such services can have 
devastating consequences. Some of the women who approached us 
were already in the second trimester of their pregnancies, and had been 
turned away on the pretext that the particular facility did not offer the 
service, or that there was a long waiting list. We assisted these women 
individually through engaging with the relevant facilities, and have 

demanded from the Gauteng MEC for 
Health that the situation be improved. 

Following our enquiry in 2018, the Gauteng 
Department of Health indicated to us that 
only 25 facilities in the province were 
providing abortion services; and of these, 
only four facilities provided second-
trimester abortions. The Department 
gave various reasons for the failure to 
provide services, including lack of drugs, 

the refusal of health care workers to perform abortions, and a lack of 
succession planning (in relation to abortion providers in facilities).

We partnered with TAC to put the Department on notice that their 
failure to provide adequate access to abortion services is unjustifiable, 
and in relation to second-trimester abortion provision, amounts to a 
regression in access to reproductive health care. 

“We partnered with TAC to put the 
Department on notice that their failure 

to provide adequate access to abortion 
services is unjustifiable, and in relation 
to second-trimester abortion provision, 

amounts to a regression in access to 
reproductive health care.”

The Department’s interventions included 
adding beds to facilities that previously 
offered only first-trimester abortion 
services, introducing additional abortion 
procedures, and training more health 
professionals to perform second-trimester 
abortions. It also undertook to publicise a 
list of facilities that offer abortion services; 
and in the interim, we have produced a 
pamphlet providing this information. The 
combined effect of these interventions 
supports women’s right to choose, and 
means that more women can now access 
safe, legal abortions in the province.

SECTION27 developed a pamphlet of public facilities designated to provide 
safe abortions in Gauteng. 
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Celebrating Impact

Ukuthwala On 11 April 2019, in Matatiele, SECTION27 conducted a SRHR workshop 
focused on the practice of ukuthwala (when young girls are abducted 
and forced into marriage) and its reproductive consequences. The 
workshop was attended by traditional leaders from various villages 
around Matatiele. The traditional leaders present at the workshop 
admitted to not having understood the extent of the harm caused to 
young girls by the practice. They appreciated being given a platform to 
learn about SRHR, and committed to actively fight against the practice 
of ukuthwala in their communities. We view this as a very positive 
development, as traditional leadership can act either as a barrier or as 
an enabler for the realisation of SRHR.

Global Gag 
Rule and 
reproductive 
rights 

In May 2019, together with Sonke Gender Justice, we published our 
condemnation of the Alabama Abortion Act and the wave of anti-
abortion legislative measures taken in the US under the Trump 
administration. We expressed our concerns about the Mexico City Policy 
or Global Gag Rule (GGR) and the impact on local NGOs providing health 
care services. We also highlighted that South African law allows health 
care providers to counsel and refer for abortion services, therefore they 
are not bound by the GGR. We continue to monitor the impacts of the 
GGR in South Africa, to determine whether there is scope for litigation 
to seek a declaratory order from the Court to clarify the obligation under 
the South African Constitution to provide referral and counselling for 
abortion, and to confirm that this obligation fits within the ‘affirmative 
duty’ exception in the Global Gag Rule.

The continued 
fight for 
emergency 
medical 
services (EMS) 
in the Eastern 
Cape 

There have been problems with EMS in the Eastern Cape for years. In 
April 2019, we established that despite the placement of an ambulance 
in Xhora Mouth (the community that complained to the South African 
Human Rights Commission about its complete lack of access to 
emergency services in 2013), the ambulance was later removed. 

While it is not reliably available to the community all of the time, the 
ambulance provides improved access to EMS. However, the lack of 
provision of EMS and planned patient transport is still a significant barrier 
to access to health care in the province. We will continue to work with 
the community to ensure that the department delivers on its promise to 
build a clinic and have a consistent ambulance service available in the 
area, and to expand access to ambulance services across the province.

06 #Impact: Following SECTION27’s intervention during 2019, and 
consistent advocacy from the Xhora Mouth Ambulance and Clinic 
Committee, an ambulance has now been returned to the area.
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Researcher Thuthukile Mbatha speaks to 
traditional leaders in the Eastern Cape.
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Celebrating Impact

Confronting 
corruption 
in health 
care 

Corruption in the health system is a 
significant barrier to accessing quality health 
care services. Spotlight has focused on this 
issue, and the Special Investigations Unit 
(SIU) has recognised health as a corruption-
susceptible sector. The Health Sector 
Anti-Corruption Forum (HSACF), of which 
SECTION27 is a member, was launched by 
the President of the Republic at the Union 
Buildings on 1 October 2019. SECTION27 and 
Corruption Watch, the only two civil society 
organisations represented on the forum, 
advised the stakeholders of the HSACF on 
how to report matters for consideration 
and referral, and push the forum to ensure 
investigation of priority cases.

Proclamations have been gazetted in respect of Remunerative Work 
Outside the Public Service (RWOPS) in the North West and Free State 
provinces; patient transport; the Council for Medical Schemes; and 
the South African Health Products Regulatory Authority. The SAPS 
Detective Division is now part of the forum, which should assist with 
referrals that require criminal investigation. 

07 #Impact: The SIU began investigating 
corruption in health care.

08#Impact: The SIU is investigating unlawful medical waste tenders 
in KwaZulu-Natal and Limpopo, which Spotlight reported on in 
December 2019; and Buthelezi EMS, on referral from Spotlight.
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SECTION27 Executive Director 
Umunyana Rugege with 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
at the Union Buildings for the 
launch of the Health Sector 
Anti-Corruption Forum.

Buthelezi Ambulance Base in Bloemfontein.
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Celebrating Impact

09#Impact: Following the recommendations of the Life Esidimeni 
arbitration award in March 2018, the Gauteng Department of 
Health produced a mental health recovery plan for the province.

10 #Impact: On 17 September 2019, the National Prosecuting Authority announced that 
it had decided to refer the Life Esidimeni docket for a formal and joint judicial inquest 
into all the deaths related to the Gauteng Mental Health Marathon Project.
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The plan was an important step towards protecting the health and lives 
of mental health care users in Gauteng; however, some provisions in 
the plan were cause for concern. On 20 December 2018 SECTION27 
made a submission regarding the plan, highlighting our concerns. The 
Department welcomed the submission, and this resulted in a fruitful 
meeting with the Director: Mental Health and others on 5 February 2019, 
at which the Department took us through the steps taken following the 
development of the plan, and our team were able to provide additional 
input. SECTION27 worked with partner organisations to monitor the 
implementation of the recovery plan and subsequent steps to advance 
the rights of mental health care users.

As a result of the Life Esidimeni arbitration award, the government 
received 363 additional claims from families of surviving and deceased 
mental health care users. The Department sought to remit questions to 
the arbitrator concerning the division of money between the survivors 
and their families in this new cohort. We provided reasons for our 

opposition to this approach. On 18 February 2019, 
Justice Moseneke confirmed that he would not 
consider the question of division of compensation.

Throughout 2019 we worked with the National 
Prosecutions Authority, seeking to ensure that 
they would bring criminal charges against those 
responsible for the Life Esidimeni disaster. In August 
2019, the High Court granted judgment in favour 

of the Special Investigating Unit to recover R663 275 from two 
unlicensed NGOs that had benefited from the transfer of mental health 
care users from Life Esidimeni. 

In February 2020, Justice Minister Ronald Lamola asked Gauteng Judge 
President Dunstan Mlambo to designate a judge to preside in the High 
Court in Pretoria over a joint inquest into the Life Esidimeni deaths.

Justice  
and dignity: 
defending 
the rights of 
mental health 
care users 

 “In August 2019, the High Court granted 
judgment in favour of the Special 

Investigating Unit to recover R663 275 
from two unlicensed NGOs that had 

benefited from the transfer of mental 
health care users from Life Esidimeni.”

During 2019 the SECTION27 team continued to work with the national 
and the Gauteng Department of Health to improve the mental health 
system, and on continuing issues related to the Life Esidimeni arbitration.
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Celebrating Impact

The continuing 
battle for 
recognition 
for community 
health workers 

Fighting for migrants’ 
rights to access 
health services in 
South Africa

In 2019, SECTION27’s advice office continued to receive a 
large number of cases concerning difficulties experienced 
by migrants in accessing health care services, despite 
statements by the Gauteng Department of Health to the 
contrary. This issue has been and will continue to be an 
important component of our NHI advocacy.

11#Impact: Following SECTION27’s advocacy throughout 2019, the national, Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal 
health departments reversed directives issued requiring foreign nationals to pay in full for health care at 
public facilities, on the grounds that the directives were a threat to public health and were unconstitutional.
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Bophelo House 94

Since 2017, SECTION27 has worked tirelessly to ensure the erasure of the 
criminal records of the 94 health activists (most of whom were CHWs, 
Community Health Workers) who were arrested during a peaceful night 
vigil outside the Free State Department of Health in 2014. Despite our 
successful appeal resulting in their 
convictions and sentences being 
overturned, the criminal records 
arising from these convictions 
had not been erased. In December 
2019, we worked with the Deputy 
Minister of Justice, John Jeffries, 
to expunge the criminal records; 
and in February 2020, we finally 
received confirmation from the 
SAPS Centre for Criminal Records 
that the records had been cleared. 

On 1 March 2019 SECTION27 
assisted in organising a national 
summit for CHWs in Bloemfontein 
for 245 CHWs from across the nine provinces, to reflect on the 
progress that they had made in fighting for a policy that integrates 
them into the primary health care system, and to discuss future steps. 
Representatives from the National Department of Health, NGOs that 
employ CHWs, and trade unions attended the summit and addressed 
the CHWs. Reports from the CHWs showed that provincial departments 
of health had begun implementing the Ward Based Primary Health Care 
Outreach Team Policy. Provinces had also started implementing the 
bargaining council agreement in terms of which CHWs would be paid 
R3 500 per month. However, at a meeting later in the year CHWs raised 
issues relating to standardisation of remuneration and organising 
themselves to continue to advocate for this issue, as the bargaining 
council agreement was due to terminate in June 2019. The agreement 
was subsequently extended to June 2020.

“Reports from the CHWs 
showed that provincial 
departments of health 
had begun implementing 
the Ward Based Primary 
Health Care Outreach 
Team Policy. Provinces had 
also started implementing 
the bargaining council 
agreement in terms of 
which CHWs would be  
paid R3 500 per month.”
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Celebrating Impact

HIV and TB 
advocacy 

SECTION27 team members are leaders within communities, TAC 
branches and AIDS Council Civil Society sectors. They participate 
in AIDS councils at local, district, provincial and national level. These 
leadership roles have enabled us to conduct information sharing on 
gender equity through workshops. We 
have used these platforms to work with 
others in monitoring health facilities 
and responding to issues, and to 
gather information about the problems 
experienced in communities. We have 
been able to put SRHR and gender-
based violence (GBV) on the agenda in 
a number of communities, and to draw 
attention to the health system issues 
that affect the delivery of the National 
Strategic Plan on HIV, STIs and TB.

AIDS Councils 
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AIDS Council meeting in KwaZulu-
Natal.

NSP Advocacy Officer, Vovo Gonyela, 
addresses Ambassador Birx.

In 2019, SECTION27 together with TAC, HealthGap and other partners 
again produced the People’s Country Operational Plan (COP) on HIV 
and TV – a document identifying our priorities for the PEPFAR Country 
Operational Plan for the coming year. We pioneered the concept of the 
People’s COP in 2017, and it is now a tool used by civil society in various 
countries receiving PEPFAR funding. The US Ambassador and PEPFAR 
in South Africa rely heavily on the People’s COP in their engagement with 
the Department of Health and in their planning. In 2019, we participated 
in the Community Advisory Group – a structure set up to provide 
PEPFAR with advice, and to monitor the implementation of PEPFAR’s 
programme in South Africa. We advocated for targeted improvements 
to the programme, which were fast-tracked and scaled up in the 2019 
COP plan. 

During March 2019, members of civil society organisations had an 
opportunity to engage with PEPFAR Ambassador Deborah Birx in 
Johannesburg. The value of the programme was highlighted, and we 
spoke to some of the challenges that have led to poor results. During 
her visit, Ambassador Birx announced that the PEPFAR programme in 
South Africa had not achieved adequate results, and that therefore, 
funding for the programme would be cut. 

This led to the start of ‘Operation Siyenza’, which was an intensified 
effort to improve the country’s performance by 10 May 2019, while the 
COP process was put on hold. 

Together with partners – including TAC, who had spearheaded the 
advocacy that led to the reversal – we issued a joint statement welcoming 
the reversal.

HIV 
treatment 
for all

12 #Impact: In April 2019, PEPFAR announced that it would reverse funding cuts.
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Celebrating Impact

Gender-Based 
Violence (GBV) 

Our workshops in schools and within community structures have led 
to requests for assistance and support in reporting GBV and in criminal 
cases related to GBV. In 2019, in KwaZulu-Natal, SECTION27 team 
members assisted a lesbian woman who had been assaulted, and the 
family of a seven-year-old girl who had been raped. Our assistance 
includes engaging with police and prosecutors, providing support 
during and explanations of criminal procedures, and referring survivors 
to victim support organisations. 

Our SRHR team organised community dialogues on gender-based 
violence, and we developed a database of victim support organisations 
in the different provinces in which we work. We also provide direct 
support, including mobilisation of the community, in criminal cases in 
which victims of sexual violence need support from the community and 
SECTION27. 

We mobilised support for and participated in the #SandtonShutDown, 
which took place on 13 September 2019. Following the brutal rape and 
murder of a University of Cape Town student, Uyinene Mrwetyana (19), 
who was killed by a 42-year-old post office worker, we joined the Call-
to-Action ‘coalition’ of 70 civil society activist groups that occupied 
Maude Street and Sandton’s business district for 12 hours. A confirmed 
27 buses brought women to the Johannesburg Stock Exchange to 
demand that business join the fight to #EndGBV in South Africa, by 
committing 2% of the profits of companies listed on the JSE. There was 
extensive coverage of the march in various media.
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Members of SECTION27 at the #SandtonShutDown. 

Challenging HIV 
discrimination

13 #Impact: Our comments were in part incorporated into  
a new HIV Protocol published for comment by SACAA.

Having successfully assisted two HIV-positive airline cabin crew 
members to obtain medical licences from the South African Civil 
Aviation Authority (SACAA), we made a submission to SACAA on behalf 
of the Southern African HIV Clinicians Society.
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Celebrating Impact

14 #Impact: Spotlight was the first media house in the country to break the 
story that the government planned to make pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) for HIV available from all public sector clinics by September 2020.

Spotlight A key achievement for 2019 was that Spotlight articles are now 
republished by a wider range of mainstream and community media 
outlets – thereby reaching a significantly wider readership. Most notably, 
Spotlight articles now regularly appear on News24 (South Africa’s most 
visited website). Our articles also appear in print more often – including 
in large papers such as the Citizen, but also in local papers such as the 
Mthatha Express.

In 2019, an average of 10 000 people per month visited the Spotlight 
website. The Facebook page following grew to over 6 000 followers, 
and the Twitter following increased by about 30%, to 1 300 followers 
on Twitter in the last six months of the year. Spotlight changed the 
frequency of its newsletter from quarterly to twice a month in order to 
increase engagement.

Spotlight published a series of seven articles reporting from Parliament’s 
health committee NHI hearings conducted across the country. The most 
explicit message from these hearings, as expected, was that people are 
desperate for better health care; people also had very different views 
on whether or not NHI – as envisioned in the NHI Bill – would be the 
solution to this problem.
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Spotlight hosts a community workshop on TB in Cape Town, 2019.

Spotlight’s #Health4sale series of investigative articles had great impact, triggering the 
Special Investigative Unit investigations.

Spotlight provided comprehensive 
coverage on National Health Insurance.
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Celebrating Impact

15

16

#Impact: Spotlight’s reporting on conditions at a mental health unit 
in the Eastern Cape were reflected in a report by the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) that was highly critical of conditions at the unit.

#Impact: The Press Ombud upheld our appeal and dismissed the complaint. 
This is a victory for free speech, and for all individuals and publications that 
seek accountability for those exercising public and private power.

The PSC had originally investigated the unit after a Spotlight exposé. 
In another instance relating to mental health, Spotlight published an 
exclusive look behind the scenes at Kimberly’s half-empty R2 billion 
mental health hospital, which the Premier of the Northern Cape has 
described as a “monument to corruption”. Even in the wake of Life 
Esidimeni, mental health remains neglected, and Spotlight will continue 
to focus on it in our reporting. 

Already a member of the South African Press Council, Spotlight’s 
editor became a member of the South African National Editors Forum. 
Becoming part of these structures – and subjecting ourselves to media 
self-regulation in terms of the Press Code – strengthened Spotlight’s 
reputation as a quality source of independent journalism. A complaint 
against Spotlight, relating to a 2018 article, was lodged early in 2019 at 
the Press Council; the appeal hearing took place in March 2020.
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During 2019, Spotlight published 
more data visualisation articles: 
one on South Africa’s progress 
measured against UNAIDS and 
NSP targets, and a second on 
nuances in South Africa’s HIV 
epidemic. For World AIDS Day, we 
also published a well-received 

analysis on the ‘Number one challenge in SA’s HIV response’, a timeline 
of the history of HIV in South Africa.

In 2019, Spotlight launched the first instalment of the new ‘WhatItsLike’ 
series, with an article on what it’s like to be a theatre cleaner at Charlotte 
Maxeke Hospital. Focusing on people from trauma surgeons to facility 
managers, this series aimed to shed some light on what it’s like to work 
in our public health care system, at different levels and in different 
places. 

“Spotlight published an exclusive 
look behind the scenes at Kimberley’s 

half-empty R2 billion mental health 
hospital, which the Premier of the 
Northern Cape has described as a 

‘monument to corruption’.”
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03
Holding private 
power to 
account 

The final recommendations of 
the Health Market Inquiry (HMI)

Intellectual property policy 
reform and access to medicines 
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Celebrating Impact

Holding private 
power to account 

The final 
recommendations  
of the Health 
Market Inquiry 
(HMI)

The Health Market Inquiry (HMI) panel released its 
final report on 30 September 2019, and handed 
it over to the Competition Commissioner and the 
Minister of Trade and Industry. SECTION27 has played 
an integral role in the Health Market Inquiry since it 
was first announced in 2013. The finalisation of the 
report represents a victory for the patients for whom 
we advocated throughout the duration of the HMI. 
Our Health Market Inquiry page details the history 
of our engagement. The HMI Report concluded that 
the private health care industry is poorly regulated 
and uncompetitive. It further highlights the extent of 
over-servicing coupled with collusion, which directly 
affects the affordability of private health care. 

On 17 October 2019, with the Gordon Institute of 
Business Science (GIBS), SECTION27 held well-
attended dialogues on HMI and NHI, with speakers 
from the University of Pretoria, Wits University, the 
HMI panel and SECTION27. City Press published 
a detailed report on the dialogue, including video 
content. 
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The Health Market Inquiry panel discussion at the Gordon Institute of Business Science.

http://section27.org.za/health-market-inquiry-2/
http://section27.org.za/2019/10/can-the-nhi-cure-the-public-system-failings-and-private-system-inequality/
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Intellectual 
property 
policy reform 
and access to 
medicines

The Fix the Patent Laws Coalition, of which SECTION27 is one of the 
founding members, put pressure on the Department of Trade and 
Industry to urgently introduce bills to amend the Patents Act and other 
relevant laws. These laws aim to give effect to Phase One of South 
Africa’s intellectual property policy (which prioritises public health and 
access to medicines). SECTION27 wrote 
a submission to the DTI on these patent 
reforms, and continues to engage with the 
implementing team.

SECTION27 produced an update to the 
Fix the Patent Laws Policy Paper entitled 
“Intellectual Property Reform in South 
Africa will help, and not hurt, economic 
development and innovation in the country.” 
We published the paper in November 2019, 
and distributed it widely.
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Members of the Fix the Patent Laws Coalition marched to the Department of Trade and 
Industry in Pretoria. 

http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Economic-Paper_Mythbusters_l.pdf
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Fighting for the rights 
of learners and school 
communities to quality basic 
education and equality

Sanitation campaign 

Makangwane – the Tree 
School Case

The state of school 
infrastructure in Limpopo

Defending the rights of 
learners with disabilities

• The right to read: 
textbooks for blind 
learners

• Scholar transport in 
KwaZulu-Natal
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Celebrating Impact

Sanitation 
campaign 

SECTION27 has been representing the Komape family since 2015, in 
a case brought because their child, Michael, fell into a pit toilet and 
drowned. Judgment on the appeal to Komape v Minister of Basic 
Education was handed down on 18 December 2019, in the Supreme 
Court of Appeal (SCA). The judgment ordered that the appeal succeed 
to the extent that a consolidated amount of R1 418 000 be paid to the 
Komape family for emotional shock, grief and future medical treatment. 
This was a significant victory for the family. The judgment acknowledged 
the trauma that the family had experienced in their campaign for justice 
for Michael. The judgment was also particularly scathing on the state’s 
conduct in failing to settle this case, and in the treatment of the Komape 
family throughout proceedings.

Fighting for the rights of learners 
and school communities to quality 
basic education and equality

17 #Impact: Justice for the family of Michael Komape. A legal principle was 
developed that recognises severe grief and bereavement as forming 
part of the head of damages from emotional shock and trauma.

Michael 
Komape 
case
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Adila Hassim and Umunyana Rugege with the Komape family at the Supreme Court of 
Appeal in Bloemfontein. 

The SECTION27 team and the Komape family celebrate the SCA judgment. 
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Fighting for the Rights of Learners and School Com
m

unities

Celebrating Impact

In the judgment of the High Court in April 2018, Judge Muller ordered a 
structural interdict that required the Limpopo Department of Education 
(LDoE) to conduct an audit of schools with pit toilets in the province, 
and to provide a costed implementation plan to eradicate all pit toilets 
in schools in the province. The LDoE filed its report in August 2018. 
SECTION27’s response to the plan was that it was inadequate, and ought 
to be revised by government to comply with its obligations in terms of 
the right to basic education. We therefore attempted to obtain a date for 
a hearing on the structural order. Initially, the High Court refused to hear 
the matter until after the SCA appeal. 

Given that the SCA appeal was heard on 2 September 2019, and 
judgment was handed down, we filed a supplementary affidavit setting 
out additional information that had come to light since August 2018. 
Our budget analyst conducted an updated analysis of the Limpopo 
Department of Education’s budgeting and planning for the eradication 
of sanitation backlogs in the province. It was included in our affidavit 
to the Limpopo High Court on the Department’s compliance with the 
structural interdict. Among other things, we found an increase in 
fruitless and wasteful expenditure by the Department, and that it did 
not reach a 60% planning performance score for the second year in 
a row, thereby missing out on over R180 million in infrastructure 
development incentive funds from the National Treasury.

The SECTION27 Sanitation Report, launched in November 2018, has been 
extensively referenced in the media – for example in an investigative 
piece published in the Citizen, the Daily Maverick and Groundup into 
corruption in the use of National Lottery Funds for school toilets. 

18 #Impact: The Global Editors’ Network Data Journalism Awards 
shortlisted our Limpopo Schools website, developed by Media Hack, in 
the ‘Best Data Journalism Team Portfolio (small newsrooms)’ category.

Safe School 
Sanitation
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Towards Safe and Decent School Sanitation in Limpopo: The Most Fundamental of Dignities

Executive Summary 1

TOWARDS SAFE  
AND DECENT SCHOOL  
SANITATION IN LIMPOPO: 
The Most  
Fundamental  
of Dignities.

SECTION A: 

INTRODUCTION

SECTION b: 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
AND LEGAL  
FRAMEWORK

SECTION c: 

CONTEXT – THE 
FIGHT FOR SAFE  
AND DECENT  
SCHOOL  
SANITATION

SECTION D:  

FINDINGS  
AND IMPACT

SECTION E:  

BUDGETING FOR 
SAFE AND DECENT 
SANITATION

SECTION F:  

CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Sanitation Report.

The SECTION27 Limpopo Schools website.

http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/0105_Sec27_Sanitation-Report_2019061277044.pdf
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-05-24-limpopos-forgotten-schools-and-the-lotterys-expensive-toilets/
http://limpopo-schools.section27.org.za/
https://datajournalismawards.org/2019-shortlist/
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Fighting for the Rights of Learners and School Com
m

unities

Celebrating Impact

Makangwane – 
the Tree  
School Case

Defending 
the rights of 
learners with 
disabilities

In 2018, SECTION27 represented parents and learners at Makangwane 
Secondary School in an urgent bid to compel the Limpopo Department 
of Education (LDoE) to continue to provide the school with decent 
infrastructure for teaching and learning. The Court ordered that the 
Department deliver mobile classrooms and furniture, and develop a 
catch-up plan for the school. On 31 January 2019, the LDoE served its 
compliance report in respect of the court order. On 2 February 2019, 
Judge Semenya found in favour of our clients, and confirmed that the 
Department’s failure to take swift and appropriate action to address the 
unsafe conditions at Makangwane Secondary School, or to develop and/
or make plans to address these failures, was unconstitutional and unlawful. 
While this directly benefited the school community of Makangwane, the 
court order represents an important jurisprudential stride forward in 
the rapid eradication of all tree schools across the country.

In October 2017, our work on monitoring access to education for 
learners with disabilities led us to institute legal proceedings to ensure 
the provision of Braille textbooks to visually impaired learners around 
South Africa. The government settled the claim, agreeing to provide the 
necessary Braille textbooks for thousands of visually impaired learners 
across the country. The settlement agreement was made an order of 
the Court in 2019.

The #EndTreeSchools video is still the most viewed video on our YouTube 
channel, with over 357 000 views.

19 #Impact: The matric pass rate at Makangwane went up from 9% in 2018 to 
100% in 2019. We believe that the provision of mobile classrooms and new desks 
and chairs contributed to an improved learning and teaching environment.

The right to read: 
textbooks for 
blind learners 
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The dilapidated buildings at Makangwane Secondary School. 

Learners at Bartimea School for the Deaf 
and Blind.

Perkins Braille machine.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uVheNdOpmE&t=36s
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-01-15-makangwane-secondary-school-a-lesson-in-treating-learners-with-dignity/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-01-15-makangwane-secondary-school-a-lesson-in-treating-learners-with-dignity/
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Fighting for the Rights of Learners and School Com
m

unities

Celebrating Impact

We had also received confirmation that the deviation request the 
Department of Basic Education (DBE) had made to Treasury had been 
approved, which then allowed the DBE to make use of the services 
of Blind SA for the production of African-language textbooks, in 
compliance with the court order. This was a significant improvement 
since the start of our monitoring work in 2019. 

In November 2017, SECTION27 intervened in Equal Education’s scholar 
transport case on behalf of the Disabled People’s Organisation Siphilia 
Isizwe, in Umkhanyakhude, KwaZulu-Natal. 

The draft policy was published for public comment on 16 April 2020. 
While there are still some omissions in the draft policy, such as universal 
access to buses for mainstream schools, the draft evidences good 
progress; and in particular, reflects extensive consideration of the 
needs of learners with disabilities. 

In March 2019 we prepared a letter of demand to the KwaZulu-Natal 
Department of Education (KZNDoE) and the Department of Basic 
Education (DBE) requesting that government take steps to address the 
issues relating to non-educator staff at special schools; in particular, at 
schools in the Umkhanyakhude District of KwaZulu-Natal. Subsequent 
to this, the KZNDoE advertised 47 non-educator posts at one of the schools 
we were representing. As a result, we had to review our legal strategy.

20

21

#Impact: By the end of 2019, we had confirmed that eight of the 
nine provinces had procured or taken delivery of their textbooks.

#Impact: An order of Court required that the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education (KZNDoE) 
develop a scholar transport policy that would include learners with disabilities. This was a direct 
result of SECTION27’s intervention, and a huge victory for learners with disabilities.

Scholar 
transport in 
KwaZulu-Natal 

Post provisioning 
for non-educator 
posts in special 
schools 
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The launch of the Learners with Disabilities talking book at the Human Rights Festival 
at Constitution Hill. 
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Removing 
barriers to 
basic education 

Access to basic education 
for undocumented learners 

Corporal punishment 

The case of Kanya Cekeshe

Basic Education Rights 
Handbook



Page 38

Celebrating Impact

Removing barriers 
to basic education 

Access to basic 
education for 
undocumented 
learners

On 18 September 2019, SECTION27 intervened as amicus curiae 
in the matter of Phakamisa and Centre for Child Law and others 
v Minister of Basic Education and others, to challenge the 
constitutionality of laws and policy which require that learners 
must have birth certificates and/or study permits in order to be 
allowed access to schools. On 12 December 2019, a unanimous 
judgment was handed down in favour of the applicants. The Court 
declared the policy of exclusion from schools of learners who lack 
documents unconstitutional. It also held that the Immigration Act 
may not be read to prohibit school access for learners without 
regularised status in South Africa. This is a critical legal development 
in ensuring access to schools for all children in the country. 
The Court held explicitly that all children inside South Africa, 
irrespective of their documentation or immigration status, must 
enjoy the right to basic education. The judgment explicitly notes 
the judges’ appreciation of the inputs provided by the two amici 
curiae in reaching its decision, and particularly in understanding 
the full scope of application of the right to basic education. 

The DBE has produced a new national circular ensuring that 
admissions processes across the country are in accordance with 
the judgment. 

22 #Impact: The Phakamisa judgment has led us to successfully resolve several 
cases of exclusions of learners on the basis of documentation status.

Page 38

The Phakamisa legal team at the Grahamstown High Court. The Phakamisa pamphlet 
explaining the implications  
of the judgment.
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Corporal 
punishment

The case 
of Kanya 
Cekeshe

On 5 July 2019, SECTION27 lodged a complaint with the principal of a 
school and with the South African Council of Educators (SACE) regarding 
an incident of corporal punishment at the hands of an educator that had 
taken place against one of the school’s learners. Corporal punishment 
in schools is against the law, and should have serious consequences 
for perpetrators. SACE responded on 30 October 2019, noting that they 
had conducted an investigation and a disciplinary hearing regarding 
the matter; the sanction imposed on the educator was the removal of 
her name from the roll of educators, suspended for 10 years, and a fine 
of R15 000, R5 000 of which was suspended. We are currently taking 
the sentence on review, as we believe that the assessment of the SACE 
decision is a good systemic intervention to ensure that the ban on 
corporal punishment is enforced effectively.

Furthermore, as a result of our intervention the Department of 
Education held a disciplinary hearing against the educator. Although 
she was found guilty, she was only issued with a written warning, and 
continues to teach.

During November 2019 we intervened in the case of Kanya Cekeshe, a 
student activist who had been serving time at Leeuwkop prison since 
December 2017, after he was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment 
for public violence and malicious damage to property during the 
#FeesMustFall protests. Kanya was the only #FeesMustFall activist 
behind bars at the time; and in our view, his sentencing was unfair 
and unjust. We provided Kanya’s legal representatives with advice on a 
parole application. Ordinarily, Kanya would only have qualified for parole 
in June 2020, after completing 50% of his sentence. We coordinated, 
drafted and released joint statements with former student leaders and 
other civil society organisations, calling for some reprieve for Kanya. The 
voice of SECTION27 added weight to the calls for greater compassion 
and leniency for the young activist’s situation. 

Photo credit: Daily Maverick

23 #Impact: Kanya was released on 24 December 2019 through a 
‘special parole’ process. We believe that our advocacy and public 
awareness on the issue contributed to his early release.
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Rem
oving Barriers to Basic Education

Celebrating Impact

Basic 
Education 
Rights 
Handbook 

First published in 2017, the Basic Education Rights Handbook continued 
to be a sought-after resource for activists, educators and legal 
practitioners from across the continent and the globe. It is utilised as a 
teaching resource at several universities, in both the education and the 
law faculties.

24#Impact: 

Dear Faranaaz

This is a short note to express my gratitude for the Basic Education 
Rights Handbook.  

I’ve been using it with my fourth-year education students for the 
past few years, in the module for Education Law and Policy. This 
year, because of the lockdown and the need to teach online, it has 
become a particularly invaluable learning resource for this course. 
The fact that it is open source, and that you have made chapters 
available on separate PDFs, makes it ideal for low-tech online 
teaching. It is thorough and comprehensive, and the students 
really relate to the tone and the contents.

Thank you and the team. Incredibly hard work put to good use.

Brahm Fleisch, an associate professor in the Division of 
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies at the School of 
Education, University of the Witwatersrand.

BASIC 

EDUCATION 

RIGHTS

HANDBOOK
EDUCATION RIGHTS IN SOUTH AFRICA

CHAPTER 1

THE 
CONSTITUTION 

AND THE RIGHT 

TO A BASIC 

EDUCATION
Chris McConnachie, Ann Skelton, Cameron McConnachie

Basic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 1: The Constitution and the Right to a Basic EducationBasic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 1: The Constitution and the Right to a Basic Education 1312

CHAPTER 9

SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION 

AND GENDER 

IDENTITY IN 

SCHOOLS
Nurina Ally and Tshego Phala

Basic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 9: Sexual orientation and gender identity in schoolsBasic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 9: Sexual orientation and gender identity in schools 173172

CHAPTER 5

THE RIGHT 

TO BASIC 

EDUCATION FOR 

CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES

Silomo Khumalo and Tim Fish Hodgson

Basic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 5: The Right to Basic Education for Learners with DisabilitiesBasic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 5: The Right to Basic Education for Learners with Disabilities 105104

CHAPTER 4

EQUALITY 

AND UNFAIR 

DISCRIMINATION  

IN EDUCATION

Chris McConnachie 

Basic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 4: Equality and Unfair Discrimination in EducationBasic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 4: Equality and Unfair Discrimination in Education 9190

CHAPTER 18

SEXUAL 

VIOLENCE IN 

SCHOOLS
Kate Paterson

Basic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 18: Sexual violence in schoolsBasic Education Rights Handbook – Education Rights in South Africa – Chapter 18: Sexual violence in schools 311310
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Budget submissions 
to Parliament

Imali Yethu 
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Celebrating Impact

Budgeting for  
Socio-Economic Rights

Budget 
submissions  
to Parliament

Imali Yethu 

The Budget Justice Coalition (BJC), in which SECTION27 plays a leading 
role, made a submission and released post-budget press statements 
on the budgets in 2019 and 2020. The SECTION27 budget analyst 
organised training on the budget for staff, and conducted media 
interviews following the speeches. SECTION27 also issued a post-
budget statement on health and education delivery, stating that in real 
terms, the cuts to the Departments of Health and Basic Education may 
lead to socio-economic rights regression. 

Daniel McLaren, our budget analyst, led the development of a five-
year analysis submission to the Portfolio Committee on Finance, and 
presented this submission in Parliament on behalf of the Coalition. For 
the first time, the Coalition also produced a submission that focused 
entirely on gender and the impact of the budget on advancing women’ 
rights and equity.

SECTION27 is a member of Imali Yethu, a coalition of civil society 
organisations working with the South African National Treasury to make 
budget information more accessible. In 2019, Imali Yethu continued to 
coordinate civil society inputs into the development of the vulekamali.
gov.za budget data portal. In December 2019 an addition to the portal 
was made, in the shape of a public procurement portal and an interactive 
guide to procurement. 
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Participants listen to input from Michael Sachs at the first Data Quest, in Pretoria.

Budget Analyst, Daniel McLaren, speaks to the media following the Budget Speech.
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Celebrating Impact

In February 2019, over 50 eminent experts on the right to education 
adopted the Abidjan Principles on the human rights obligations of 
states to provide public education and to regulate private involvement 
in education. Dr Faranaaz Varieva, head of SECTION27’s basic education 
rights programme, was among the 50 signatories. Later in the year 
the Paris Peace Forum announced that the Abidjan Principles on the 
right to education had been selected as one of the 10 ‘most promising 
governance projects’ that will all be awarded support in scaling up. The 
Abidjan Principles were chosen from among 716 projects from 115 
countries that had responded to the call for projects.

In commemoration of Women’s Month 2019, Dean of Gordon Institute 
of Business Science Professor Nicola Kleyn 
facilitated  a ‘Leading Women in Business 
Power Breakfast’. Umunyana Rugege, our 
Executive Director, appeared on a panel 
including Busisiwe Mavuso, CEO of Business 
Leadership South Africa; Mandy Wiener, 
one of the country’s best-known and most 
credible journalists and authors; Roze 
Phillips, Absa Group Executive: People and 
Culture; and Gina Schoeman, an economist 
for the Citibank Global Economics team. 

From August to December 2019, Ektaa 
Deochand participated in the Human Rights 
Advocates Programme (HRAP) at Columbia 
University, based in New York City. HRAP is a 
capacity-building programme for grassroots 

activists, offering a combined programme of advocacy, networking, 
skills-building and academic coursework. 

SECTION27 and Vuyokazi (Vovo) Gonyela, Deputy General Secretary 
of TAC, participated in the #WeCanEndAIDS speaking tour across the 
United States in May 2019. As the only member of the tour from South 
Africa, Vovo was able to speak to the reality of living in a country with 
one of the worst HIV epidemics in the world, and demonstrate how 
South Africa’s response has evolved over the years because of activism 
from TAC and SECTION27. 

During Women’s Month 2019, Investec hosted a panel discussion on 
creating a legacy beyond wealth. Ferial Haffajee moderated the panel, 
which included SECTION27 ED Umunyana Rugege; Pauli van Wyk, 
author and investigative journalist with the Daily Maverick’s Scorpio 
unit; and Lindiwe Mazibuko, co-founder and Executive Director of 
Apolitical Foundation, a non-partisan movement to diversify public 
sector leadership around the world.
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Members of the Speaker Tour sitting on the steps of 
Harvard Hall in Cambridge, Massachusetts (Back row, left 
to right: Becky Kroger, Resty Nalwanga, Gavyko Sumter; 
Front row, left to right: Emily Sanderson, Vovo Gonyela, 
Brittany Herrick).

Profiling
SECTION27
people
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https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/support/signatories
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/
https://parispeaceforum.org/place/the-abidjan-principles-on-the-right-to-education/
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Celebrating Impact

Thuthukile Mbatha was selected to attend the Dutch Visitors 
Programme hosted by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 
2 to 13 February 2020. Together with human rights defenders from 
around the world, Thuthukile attended a programme on human rights. 
The programme established a platform on sexual and reproductive 
health-related matters, for future collaborations and borrowing of skills 

and information between SECTION27 and 
foreign and international organisations. In 
addition, Thuthu was featured in the Mail 
& Guardian’s ‘200 Young South Africans’ 
publication, which celebrates young people 
“on course to touch the world with their 
greatness”.

We hosted an event at Cliff Dekker Hofmeyr 
in June 2019. Former SECTION27 board 
member Redi Tlhabi hosted the event, which 
was aimed at raising the profile of SECTION27 
among the legal fraternity. Umunyana 

Rugege, Faranaaz Veriava and Vuyokazi Gonyela were all on the panel 
that discussed different areas of our work. 

Sasha Stevenson, the head of our health rights programme, met with 
the advisor to The Elders and the head of Health Security at Chatham 
House. In this meeting she outlined our concerns regarding the NHI 
Bill’s regression on the right to health care for migrants. We understand 
that this was conveyed to The Elders, and in turn, to the Minister and to 
the President.
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Lindiwe Mazibuko, Ferial Haffajee, Pauli van Wyk and Umunyana Rugege at the Investec 
Women’s Month panel.

SECTION27 hosted a fundraising event, supported by Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr.

Thuthukile Mbatha featured in the Mail & Guardian’s 
200 Young South Africans.

SECTIO
N

27 in Action
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Celebrating Impact

Media 
advocacy

SECTION27 combines the use of law, community mobilisation and media 
advocacy in all of our cases, and in our approach to the majority of our 
work. We write opinion pieces and conduct media interviews across 
broadcast media, including television, commercial and community 
radio, as well as in online publications. 

In 2019, SECTION27 was mentioned in the media 2 510 times 
throughout the year. Our Facebook following grew from 13 631 to  
15 317. Our Twitter following grew by 4 072 during the year. We also 
opened an Instagram account, which has 1 452 followers (as at 30 June 
2020), and our YouTube channel audience continues to grow. 

See media coverage slide below.

In October 2019, SECTION27 participated in the People’s Hearing on State 
Capture, at which we premiered the video of principals who were involved 
in the Limpopo textbooks case of 2012, talking about their experiences 
of prevailing against a system determined to keep them silent. 

Section27

 2,510

1 Jan - 31 Dec 20191 Jan - 31 Dec 2018

 4,091

Overview:

Overall clip count for Section27 decreased in 1 Jan - 31 Dec 

2019 compared to 1 Jan - 31 Dec 2018 by 1581 mentions or as 

a difference of 39%

Clip Count

1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019's individual service result shows that print 

has decreased by 346 (34%) clippings to 676, broadcast is 

down by 949 (65%) to 506, and online decreased by 286 

(18%) to 1 328 - The total combined for 1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019 

was 2 510, down on the previous year of 4 091.

Clip Count 1 Jan - 

31 Dec 

2017

1 Jan - 

31 Dec 

2018

1 Jan - 

31 Dec 

2019

Print  1 022 ▼ 676 1 325  34% -346

Broadcast  1 455 ▼ 506 1 311  65% -949

Online  1 614 ▼ 1 328 1 574  18% -286

 4 091  2 510 4,210

AVE

1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019's individual service result shows that print 

AVE has decreased by R22 642 874 (41%) to R32 274 756, 

broadcast is down by R43 713 724 (56%) to R34 987 926, and 

online increased by R3 665 851 (5%) to R76 807 281 - The 

total combined for 1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019 was R144 069 963, 

down on the previous year of R206 760 710.

AVE 1 Jan - 

31 Dec 

2017

1 Jan - 

31 Dec 

2018

1 Jan - 

31 Dec 

2019

Print  54 917 630 ▼ 32 274 756 70 617 533  41% -22 642 874

Broadcast  78 701 649 ▼ 34 987 926 97 131 315  56% -43 713 724

Online  73 141 430 ▲ 76 807 281 74 172 721  5% 3 665 851

 206 760 710  144 069 963 241,921,569

1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019Print

Clip Count 676

AVE R 32 274 756.36

Publication Cape Argus (AM Edition) (18)

Media Type Daily Newspaper (291)

Media Group Daily (476)

Region South Africa (268)

Byline Llewellyn Prince (24)

Broadcast

Clip Count 506

AVE R 34 987 925.56

Media Type Commercial (156)

TV Station ENCA (56)

Radio Station Power FM (52)

Region South Africa (213)

Online

Clip Count 1 328

AVE R 76 807 281.35

Website Daily Maverick (139)

Byline Mark Heywood (26)

Total combined monitoring units for Section27

1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019

Print  676  27%

Broadcast  506  20%

Online  1,328  53%

 2,510

1

SSeeccttiioonn  2277
1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019
Zukiswa Pikoli - 22 Jul 19:24

An overview of the clip count and AVE for three reporting periods, including trend
graphs and top values.

Yearly Statistical Report
1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019 (365 days)

Statistical Report 9.100.1.0.0.0.2 1 Jan - 31 Dec 2019
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In partnership with the Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) and Equal 
Education, SECTION27 compiled an extensive case study on corruption 
in education. Our contribution focused on the textbooks crisis, which 
began in 2012, and implicated service provider EduSolutions. A summary 
of the case study was part of our education contribution to the Civil 
Society Working Group on State Capture (CSWG), which was submitted 
to the Zondo Commission. We submitted the health submission – based 
largely on Spotlight investigations into Emergency Medical Services 
tenders in the Free State, Limpopo and Mpumalanga – in February 2020.

The People’s Hearing on State Capture.

SECTIO
N

27 in Action

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRSV--VthPs&t=33s
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Celebrating Impact

Our 
advice 
office

SECTION27 sincerely thanks 
the following advocates and 
attorneys for their valuable 
contributions to our work  
during 2019: 

Advocates 

• Adila Hassim SC 

• Andrea Gabriel SC

• Chris McConnachie 

• Daniel Berger SC

• Immanuel Veerasamy

• Jonathan Berger 
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Members of the advice office at the 
University of Johannesburg student 
information day.

SECTION27’s Advice Desk, staffed by Thembi Mahlati and Sipho Komane, 
provided individual assistance to about 250 people who came to us in 
2019, seeking help to uphold their right to health care services or to 
basic education. 

We provided legal advice on a range of issues. At the beginning of the 
school year, we assisted learners to gain admission to schools when 
they had been denied admission 
due to a lack of documentation or 
other issues. Throughout the year, 
we assisted in matters of corporal 
punishment at schools, and of 
dilapidated infrastructure. 

We also helped individuals whose 
HIV status had been disclosed 
without their consent, particularly 
in the workplace, which was a 
violation of their right to privacy. We 
assisted several migrants to access 
health care services, including pregnancy-related care. Members of the 
public who come to us are often in a desperate situation; our paralegals 
listen with empathy to their stories, and help them to find solutions. 

This is also the second year of the Candidate Attorney (CA) programme 
run by SECTION27 and the Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr (CDH) firm of attorneys. 
The CDH CAs volunteer their time and skills to SECTION27 at the Advice 
Desk. The programme has been a great opportunity to expose the CAs 
to a range of human rights issues; and as a result, we have collectively 
been able to assist more members of the public.

 “This is also the second year 
of the Candidate Attorney 
(CA) programme run by 
SECTION27 and the Cliffe 
Dekker Hofmeyr (CDH) firm 
of attorneys. The CDH CAs 
volunteer their time and 
skills to SECTION27 at the 
advice desk.”

• Luyanda Nyangiwe 

• Nikki Stein 

• Thabang Pooe

Attorneys
• Cliff Dekker Hofmeyr

• Webbers Attorneys 
Bloemfontein 

Correspondent Attorneys 
• Buthane Rasemana 

Attorneys 

• Gilfillan du Plessis Inc

• Kathy James Attorneys 

• Legal Resources Centre 

• Mzila HM Inc 

• Netteltons Attorneys

We also wish to extend a special 
thanks to Jacquie Casette, National 
Practice Head of the pro bono 
and human rights practice of 
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr, who was 
incredibly supportive and took on 
several important cases in 2019.
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1. Sasha Stevenson joins a protest calling for universal access to health care in New York.  2. Umunyana Rugege with Ferial 
Haffajee at the Creating a Legacy Beyond Wealth event organised by Investec.  3. The SECTION27 team participated in 
the 2019 FNB Run your city race. Seen here: Sibongile Mtshelu and Thandeka Milanzi.  4. The SECTION27 Advice Office and 
Communication teams at a University of Johannesburg student information day.  5. The SECTION27 team at the Human Rights 
Festival at Constitution Hill.  6. Faranaaz Veriava, Umunyana Rugege and Nurina Ally at Justice Cameron’s final sitting at the 
Constitutional Court.  7. Birthday celebrations.  8. Learners with Disabilities book launch.  9. Comrades fundraising capacity.   
11. SECTION27 team at the Trialogue Conference. 
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Sam Brener 
Attorney

Dolly Lebakeng 
Fundraising Assistant

Lilian Mwaungulu  
HR Assistant

Annah Maluleke 
Community Mobiliser

Sandra Reneke  
Librarian

Dr Faranaaz Veriava 
Head of the Right to 

Basic Education

Nkululeko Conco 
Attorney

Patrick Zaid-Mdletshe 
Community Mobiliser

Ektaa Deochand 
Attorney

Rachel Thandeka 
Milanzi 

Finance Officer

Bridget Mohapi 
Financial and Admin 

Clerk

Elinor Kern  
Head of Fundraising

Nasser Sujee 
Financial Officer

Nontsikelelo Mpulo  
Head of 

Communications

Busi Mzimbili  
Office Assistant

Daniel McLaren 
Budget Analyst

Kuda Chimone 
Head of Finance

Saamiah Jardine 
Procurement and Admin 

Officer

Current staff

Marcus Low 
Spotlight Editor 

Alicestine October  
Deputy Editor 

Motheo Brodie 
Legal Researcher 

Boitumelo Masipa 
Communications Officer

Rapelang Ntamu 
Multimedia 

Communications Officer

Cecilia Melani  
Administrative Officer 

Kholofelo Mphahlele 
Legal Assistant 
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Thabang Pooe  
In-House counsel

Violet Kaseke-Palmer 
Head of Human 
Resources and 
Administration

Thembi Moyo   
Receptionist

Thembi Mahlathi 
Paralegal

Vuyisile Malinga 
Education Intern

Thokozile Mtsolongo 
ECHCAC Co-ordinator

Vuyokazi Gonyela  
NSP Co-ordinator

Tebogo Sephakgamela 
Researcher

Thuthukile Mbatha 
Researcher

Zukiswa Pikoli 
Communications Officer

Tendai Mafuma  
Legal Researcher

Umunyana Rugege 
Exective Director

Former staff

Mark Heywood 
Executive Director

Sifiso Nkala 
Community Mobiliser

Sipho Komane 
Paralegal

Sasha Stevenson  
Head of the Right  

to Health

Selby Mgadi 
Community Mobiliser

Sheniece Linderboom 
Attorney

Tatenda Mavasa 
Finance Officer 

Sibongile Mtshelu 
Executive Assistant

Solanga Milambo 
Community Mobiliser
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SECTION27 supporters
SECTION27 remained financially stable through 2019, thanks to the generous 
support of all our donors. SECTION27 also has a growing number of individual 

donors – thank you to the individuals who support us and our work.

Stella & Paul 
Loewenstein Charitable 
and Educational Trust

Schneier & London 
(Pty) Ltd
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Financials
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SECTION27  
www.SECTION27.org.za 

Send us a mail  
info@SECTION27.org.za

Get in touch  
011 356 4100

Donate 
www.SECTION27.org.za/donate-to-SECTION27/ 

Visit us  

First Floor, South Point Corner Building 

87 De Korte Street, Braamfontein 

Johannesburg 2017

Join the conversation  

Twitter @SECTION27news  

Facebook @SECTION27news 

Instagram @SECTION27news 

LinkedIn @SECTION27

https://section27.org.za/
mailto:info%40SECTION27.org.za?subject=
http://section27.org.za/donate-to-SECTION27/

