
COVID-19 is a global crisis, affecting everyone and especially the most vulnerable people 
in society. During this time, SECTION27 has continued to work with partners to ensure the 
realisation of rights for everyone in this country and across the globe.

Civil society’s role has become more critical during the pandemic to make sure there are no regressions 
to human rights and that responses to the pandemic are rights-based and in the interests of everyone. 

Our incredible team has been working tirelessly fighting for education and health rights throughout the 
year – through litigation, credible media reporting, advocacy and research. We have also contributed 
to the debate on health and education rights during the pandemic through several webinars, opinion 
pieces and many media appearances. We have addressed COVID-19 related challenges and continued 
with our existing programmes. 

2020

2020 in Review: working through Covid-19

2019 annual review
We published our 2019 annual review, a publication which illustrates 
the immense passion and drive of the team of activist lawyers, 
researchers, communicators and community mobilisers who are 
all committed to the transformative power of the Constitution.
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HIV Response and AIDS Councils
SECTION27 field researchers and community activists, Patrick Mdletshe, Sifiso Nkala, Annah Maluleke and 
Selby Mgadi also have regular spots on a community radio stations. 
Through their participation in and leadership of AIDS Councils 
at different levels, they have been contributing to the COVID-19 
response and monitoring its implementation. The KwaZulu-

Natal AIDS Council is leading the HIV, TB and STI response during 
COVID-19. Patrick Mdletshe, as KZN provincial AIDS council co-
chairperson, has been instrumental in the KZN COVID-19 response.

Budget for socio-economic rights
Our budget analysis work has become more and more important as austerity 
and inequality deepen. In addition to integrating budget analysis into our 
health rights and education rights work, we have continued to convene 
partners to develop the budgeting for socio-economic rights thinking.  
We organised and hosted a workshop for Budget Justice Coalition member 
organisations on Litigating Against Austerity to discuss challenging budget 
policies which violate people’s rights. 

We also planned the Imali Yesizwe - Our Nation’s Money, 
developed with BJC to inform a “human rights based budget 
framework”, to challenge the prevailing narrative of “zero-based 
budgeting” which is focused on cutting budgets with little regard 

for socio-economic rights. SECTION27 has partnered with the 
Institute for Economic Justice and the Center for Economic and 
Social Rights (based in New York) to develop resources on the 
right to work and budgeting for human rights.  

Board Appointments 
We were delighted to appoint five new 
members to our Board this year – all 
with skills that will add tremendous 
value to our organisation. 

Branding, communication and business strategist, Elouise 
Kelly; Maternal, Child and Women’s Health specialist, Professor 
Eddie Mhlanga; former Wits University SRC president, Shaeera 
Kalla; former Constitutional Court Justice, Johan Froneman  

and child law expert Professor Ann Skelton, all join our  
oard of directors. Alice Brown, who has been Acting Board 
Chair since July 2019, was confirmed as the Chair for a term  
ending July 2022.

Access to Medicines 
The Fix the Patent Laws Coalition, in which 
SECTION27 plays a leading role, is energetically 
advocating for equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines, diagnostics and treatment. 

We are involved in the work of global civil society to secure access 
to medicines for low and middle countries as wealthy countries 
buy up more than half the world’s future stocks of vaccines. 
Nationally, we continue to advocate for the urgent finalisation of 
the reform of our outdated patent laws. Our work has included a 
petition asking the Minister of Trade and Industry to table draft 

legislation on patents and public health for public comment and 
has been widely shared amongst civil society groups around the 
world. SECTION27 has joined global initiatives like the People’s 
Vaccine coalition and joined the global civil society call to support 
the coronavirus intellectual property waiver proposed by South 
Africa and India at the WTO.
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Corruption 
and Health 
Corruption continues to erode 
our health system. SECTION27 is 
an active member of the Special 
Investigations Unit (SIU) Health 
Sector Anti-Corruption Forum 
(“HSACF”). The SIU is investigating 
corruption cases in the health sector, 
which were exposed by Spotlight. 

With the President’s leadership on addressing corruption in 
service delivery, multiple organs of state are collaborating with 
the HSACF and have prioritised serious maladministration, 
unlawful and/or irregular conduct in the health system. We 
continue to work with the Civil Society Working Group on the 

Zondo Commission, which submitted a recommended list of 
witnesses for Justice Zondo to interview. 

Together with Corruption Watch, we hosted several webinars 
discussing corruption in the health sector with stakeholders and 
leading law enforcement agencies. 

Climate Justice = Social Justice 
As a member of the Climate Justice Coalition (CJC), SECTION27 has been doing 
interesting and important work in recent months. The young and ever-growing 
coalition has launched these new projects –

 • #GreenNewEskom campaign, calling for a rapid and just transition 
to a more socially owned, renewable energy powered economy; 

 • Just Recovery from COVID-19, saw on 16 July 2020 the launch of a 
report researched by the Institute for Economic Justice, titled  
“No going back to normal: Imagining a just recovery in South Africa”; 

 • On 12 Octoberober 2020, the CJC launched the “Just Us and the 
Climate” podcast, which boldly centres the climate crisis in public 
interest discourse. SECTION27 is the host of two episodes this 
season, the introductory episode and an episode on the impact of 
climate change on education in the South African context. 

Fighting for safe 
sanitation in schools 
Sanitation in schools is an issue for which SECTION27 
has fought hard and continues to advocate for. We are 
concerned that at a time when sanitation is more critical 
than ever, infrastructure budgets have been cut which will 
delay the delivery of safe sanitation to schools even further.  
Due to pressure, government published and summarised 
the Standard Operating Procedures and School Safety 
Guidelines for schools reopening. 

SECTION27 has monitored client schools in Limpopo and has 
advocated on behalf of three schools, which only have pit latrines 
in Limpopo. The Limpopo Department of Education responded 
swiftly and provided interim toilets to these schools. 

SECTION27 has filed heads of argument in the Polokwane 
High Court in the Rosina Komape and others vs Minister of Basic 

Education and others case to challenge the Limpopo Department 
of Education’s sanitation plan. We await a hearing date from the 
court. We do not want another child to die or become injured on 
our watch. On World Toilet Day, 19 November 2020, we published 
an article in the Daily Maverick outlining our continued concern 
over the poor state of sanitation in schools.
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Fighting for gender Justice
SECTION27’s health rights team has advocated for 
the rights of women to be able to access sexual and 
reproductive health (SRH) services, including abortion 
services, during lockdown and has written a letter to the 
Minister. We received confirmation that the department 
is working on addressing our demands.
In addition, our team were hosted on community radio stations in Limpopo, 
Kwa-Zulu Natal, the Free State, Eastern Cape, Gauteng and Mpumalanga to 
speak to young people in these communities about sexual and reproductive 
health rights and sexual violence. Our Adolescent SRHR and Someone 
Hurt Me manuals formed the basis of the conversation and elicited further 
information about the specific issues emanating from that community. All 
radio stations have reported increased listenership during broadcasts. These 
sessions have been so popular, our teams have been invited back. 

In addition to the community radio campaign, we have developed 
animated videos based on the same SRHR and Sexual Violence handbooks 
for distribution on social media, including WhatsApp.

We continued to support to the Call to Action Collective, a group of civil 
society organisations working on gender based violence and femicide 
(GBVF), to popularise the National Strategic Plan for GBVF and drive 
consultation on the development of the GBVF council, which includes 
government and non-governmental partners. Over 12 weeks from 9 July to 
23 September, we participated in discussions about the NSP and how civil 
society will participate on the GBVF council.

Fighting for the 
reinstatement 
of the National 
School Nutrition 
Programme (NSNP)
The NSNP came to a halt with the 
closure of schools due to COVID-19 on 
18 March 2020, and the subsequent 
lockdown on 27 March. 

On 12 June, SECTION27 and the Equal Education Law Centre, 
representing Equal Education and the School Governing Bodies 
(SGBs) of two Limpopo schools, filed an application in the High Court 
Gauteng Division. After receiving testimony about increased levels of 
hunger amongst learners and their families due to the suspension of 
the NSNP, on 12 June, SECTION27, representing Equal Education and 
the SchoolGoverning Bodies (SGBs) of two Limpopo schools, filed an 
urgent applicationin the High Court Gauteng Division to have the 
NSNP reinstated for all eligible learners. 

Although government had repeatedly made public commitments 
promising that the NSNP would be reinstated for all learners, our 
evidence showed that this was not the case. In some instances, there 
was inadequate provision even only for the Grade 7s and12s who had 
returned to school on 8 June. 

On 17 July, following the virtual court hearing which had taken 
place on 2 July, the court ruled that Basic Education Minister Angie 

Motshekga and eight Education MECs neglected their Constitutional 
duties by failing to roll out the NSNP to all qualifying learners – 
whether those learners were back at school or at home. The court 
issued a structural order requiring the national and provincial 
departments of education to roll out the NSNP to all learners and 
report progress every two weeks. SECTION27, Equal Education and the 
EE Law Centre monitored the roll out of the NSNP programme across 
all provinces. 

The departments reported bringing the number of learners receiving 
school meals to approximately 8.4 million by Octoberober 2020. While 
this is less than the 9.6 million learners who ordinarily received school 
meals under the programme it is a significant improvement, and 
research has shown decreased prevalence of child hunger. 

We continue to monitor delivery as learners are writing exams and 
do not attend school every day. The departments are still required to 
provide meals to all learners whether they attend school or not.  
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Profiling SECTION27 people 
SECTION27 Executive Director, Umunyana Rugege, was 
profiled in the Social Justice Initiative  SJI) launched a web-
series profiling women leaders in the social justice sector. She 
was also interviewed on 702’s Across the Desk; Legal Eagles by 
Clement Manyathela: www.702.co.za/podcasts/125/the-
clement-manyathela-show/373920/across-the-desk-legal-eagles 

Sasha Stevenson was profiled as a Maverick Citizen Friday 
Activist www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-08-20-sasha-
stevenson-using-the-law-to-fight-for-social-justice/ 

Patrick Mdletshe graduated as a Lifelong Atlantic Fellow, having 
completed the Tekano fellowship in health equity programme.

Thuthukile Mbatha was awarded 100 South African Shining  
Stars award and was also featured on African Diversity and 
Inclusion Centre’s list of 40 Influential Youth in Africa for 2019. 
insideeducation.co.za/2020/09/05/100-south-african-shinning-
stars-for-2020-revealed/  
africandicenter.org/index.php/influential-list-youths-2019/

Faranaaz Veriava was profiled as a Maverick Citizen Friday 
Activist: www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-08-28-faranaaz-
veriava-always-ready-to-take-on-the-good-fight/

Annah Maluleke has been elected the Provincial Chairperson 
of TAC Limpopo.

Local and Global solidarity 
in the COVID-19 response
Our team has led on international solidarity calls to the G20 
requesting an equitable response to COVID-19 and to the World 
Health Organisation calling for a human rights approach and 
equitable access to health services and treatment. We contributed 
to an article in the Health and Human Rights journal calling to 
capacitate health through adequate funding. 

We have participated in the education, health and communication 
working groups of the C19 People’s Coalition to contribute to 
sharing accurate information about the pandemic. We contributed 
to the drafting of fact sheets on COVID-19 Myths and things to know 
about HIV and COVID-19. 

The head of our health rights programme, Sasha Stevenson, has 
been appointed to the Ministerial Advisory Committee on social 
behavior.  She also presented at the Open Society Foundation 
seminar on COVID-19 in Africa. Executive Director, Umunyana 
Rugege, has been appointed to the UNAIDS Advisory Committee on 
access to medicines.

We have developed a summary of COVID-19 health regulations and 
have written several opinion pieces on issues relating to COVID-19 
from law and policy to mental health and clinical trials. 

Transparency in the 
COVID-19 response
Early in the pandemic, we asked government to be transparent and 
asked for epidemiological data to be made available to the public. 
The data was subsequently made available and helped to inform 
the public. 

Supporting Community 
Health Workers
We have advocated for the standardisation of working 
conditions for Community Health Workers at the frontline of the 
pandemic and for their safety. We have contributed to a policy 
brief on the role of CHWs in the health system, worked with the 
MEDICO network of organisations to advocate for PPE for CHWS 
and advised CHWs in all provinces on their working conditions. 

SECTION27 in the media
Our team members have been interviewed on radio and television 
– providing insightful analysis on health and education rights, and 
the impact of the pandemic on these sectors.

Spotlight has published 275 original articles in 2020. We produce 
more articles than any of the other journalism entities specialising 
in healthcare in South Africa – this while maintaining high 
journalistic standards. 

In a time of uncertainty and fake news, the team has provided 
credible and informative views and analysis on COVID-19 – 
covering the science, the numbers, the political analysis, and the 
human story. Many of these articles have been republished on 
other platforms. 

We have also reported on various announcements by the 
President, Ministers of Health and Basic Education on our social 
media platforms.  
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2020
Timeline 

February
Clearing the criminal records of community health workers in the Free State

27 March 
Start of South Africa’s Lockdown

April 
Assisted Stop Stock Outs with monitoring availability of 
medicines and personal protective equipment

14 April
Open letter to Minister of Basic Education on school feeding scheme

14 April
 Global Letter to G20 countries on equitable access

17 April 
Letter to the Minister of health on Sexual and Reproductive Health Services 

20 April 
Letter to Portfolio Committee on school feeding scheme

20 April
Open letter to the Minister of Health on Community Health Worker Safety 

28 April
Published a Resource Map for educational materials and 
identified zero-rated websites enabling learners and parents 
to access educational resources on one platform

8 May
Lancet Article on Access to Medical Resources in Africa 

15 May
10-year Anniversary Social Justice Webinar

15 May
Letter to the World Health Organisation on intellectual 
property and access to COVID-19 health technologies

17 May 
DBE published School Opening Guidelines after 
our advocacy efforts with partner

21 May 
CSO call for principled contracting with the private sector 

26 – 27 May 
Association of Natural Health Products (ANHP) Case Virtual hearing 

8 June
Schools Reopen

8 June
Water and Sanitation victory for Kharivha School in Limpopo 

12 June
Filed an application in the School Meals case:  ‘Equal Education 
and others v Minister of Basic Education and others’

15 June
Education Rights Webinar

2 July 
Court Hearing in the School Meals Case: ‘Equal Education 
and others v Minister of Basic Education and others’

17 July 
Judgment in the School Meals Case: ‘Equal Education and 
others v Minister of Basic Education and others’ 

13 August 
Launch of Socio-Economic Rights and Austerity publication 

17 August
Published an online publication on the state of abortion 
in the East and Southern Africa (ESA) region 

7 September 
SECTION27 organised and hosted a workshop for BJC 
member organisations on Litigating Against Austerity. 

20 September 
We hosted a hybrid (virtual and in-person) workshop 
with the CHWs leaders in KwaZulu-Natal

28 September 
Activist Dialogue on Abortion in Eastern and Southern Africa to launch 
the Abortion in ESA website. Thuthukile Mbatha moderated discussion.

8 October 
Ektaa Deochand presented a session on the Refugee Amendment 
Act (RAA) and its impact on access to healthcare and education.

21 October
The Budget Justice Coalition launched Imali Yesizwe (Our Nation’s 
Money) at an event hosted by Lawyers for Human Rights and CORMSA.

26 October
Submission on the Victim Support Bill

28 October
Geluksdal – getting admitted as amicus curiae in the Local Division

29 October
“Joint SECTION27 and Equal Education MTBPS media statement: 
No new money for schools, but SAA’s rescue plan equals 
almost a year’s worth of school infrastructure funding” 

November 
Solanga Milambo elected to represent Limpopo 
in Men’s Parliament activities

5 November
Together with the IEJ and the CESR we have developed a Factsheet 
on: BUDGETING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DURING COVID-19 

9 November
SECTION27 and the Institute for Economic Justice, Centre for 
Economic and Social Rights hosted a webinar titled “Defining 
a new economics: What role for human rights?”

15 November 
Head of SECTION27’s Health Rights programme Sasha Stevenson and 
Dr Nicholas Crisp from the National Department of Health discussed 
the National Health Insurance’s vulnerability to corruption

2020 IN REVIEW: WORKING THROUGH COVID-19
December 2020

6

https://section27.org.za/learning-during-the-covid-19-lockdown/
https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Access-to-lifesaving-medical-resources-for-African-countries-COVID-19-testing-and-response-ethics-and-politics-UR-2020..pdf
https://youtu.be/LyWuWPMLL68
http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/SCHOOL-SAFETY-GUIDING-PRINCIPLES.pdf
https://section27.org.za/webinars/
https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Judgment-Equal-Education-and-others-v-Minister-of-Basic-Education-and-others-22588-2020-2.pdf
https://abortion-esa.section27.org.za/
https://abortion-esa.section27.org.za/
https://budgetjusticesa.org/
https://budgetjusticesa.org/media/budget-justice-coalition-imali-yesizwe-our-nations-money/
https://section27.org.za/2020/10/no-new-money-for-schools-but-saas-rescue-plan-equals-almost-a-years-worth-of-school-infrastructure-funding/
https://section27.org.za/2020/10/no-new-money-for-schools-but-saas-rescue-plan-equals-almost-a-years-worth-of-school-infrastructure-funding/
https://section27.org.za/2020/10/no-new-money-for-schools-but-saas-rescue-plan-equals-almost-a-years-worth-of-school-infrastructure-funding/
https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/factsheet1-Available-Resources-COVID19_2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-DM7t-PKJA
https://section27.org.za/


We campaign for access to medicines

We help women reclaim the right to safe abortions 

We advocate for rural access to ambulances 

Donate  to

Make a difference.

Donate at: http://section27.org.za/donate-to-section27/

DONATE TO SECTION27
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