
12021 YEAR IN REVIEW

As the world remains in the grip of  
the COVID-19 pandemic, countries have 
battled to deal with the impacts of the 
social and economic fallout.

While the government continued to prioritise 
controlling the spread of the virus, many of the 

INTRODUCTION country’s pre-existing problems including HIV/
AIDS, gender-based violence and inequalities, 
worsened. More people have been left vulnerable    
to malnutrition, unemployment and poverty. 

Our work at SECTION27 to protect and defend the 
rights and dignity of the most vulnerable therefore 
remains essential. We are committed to ensuring the 
realisation of the right to education and healthcare 
and other fundamental human rights. This overview 
provides a glimpse into our work towards achieving 
social justice in 2021. 

2021  
YEAR IN REVIEW

01 No more #Toiletpaperpomises, 
#Fixsanitationnow!

Poor sanitation, epitomised by the continued use of pit latrines, 
remains a critical problem in many schools in Limpopo. Unsafe 

toilets continuously endanger the lives of learners. The situation 
disproportionately affects learners from poor backgrounds who 

attend public schools in rural areas.

continues
next page

Ahead of the court hearing, 
SECTION27 commissioned Media 
Hack to investigate the state of 
school sanitation in Limpopo. 
Their findings are included on  
the #toiletpaperpromises 
website, which illustrates the 
need for a comprehensive audit 
of the sanitation situation in 
schools in Limpopo.

http://toiletpaperpromises.
section27.org.za/ 

http://toiletpaperpromises.section27.org.za/
http://toiletpaperpromises.section27.org.za/


22021 YEAR IN REVIEW

On 22 September, after eleven years of advocacy, the High Court 
declared the Copyright Act unconstitutional. SECTION27 represents 

BlindSA in this case to reform South Africa’s apartheid-era 
copyright laws that infringe on the rights of people who are blind or 

visually impaired to access published works. 

We successfully argued in court for the immediate ‘reading in’ of proposed 
section 19D of the Copyright Amendment Bill to the current Copyright Act. This 
would allow exceptions to copyright to allow people with disabilities to reproduce 
published works in accessible formats. Read more about our campaign to 
#EndTheBookFamine for people who are blind or visually disabled in this factsheet:

https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Section27_
Copyright-Factsheet_20210915_V3.pdf

This challenge to apartheid-era copyright law vindicates the constitutional rights 
of people who are blind or visually impaired to equality, dignity, basic and further 
education, freedom of expression, language and participation in the cultural life 
of one’s choice.  

On 13 October 2021, we filed an application in the Constitutional Court seeking 
confirmation of the High Court proclamation of unconstitutionality of the 
Copyright Act.

https://section27.org.za/2021/09/high-court-declares-copyright-act-unconstitutional/

On 17 September 2021, the High Court  delivered 
judgment for the second time in the case of 
Komape v Minister of Basic Education. The 
court declared the ongoing sanitation crisis in 
Limpopo a “national emergency” and ordered 
the National Department of Education and 
Limpopo Department of Education to develop 
a comprehensive plan to urgently eradicate 
pit toilets at schools in Limpopo and deliver 
safe and dignified sanitation facilities. This 
judgment again vindicates the rights of learners 
in Limpopo, recognising their right to safe and 
dignified sanitation. We are determined to ensure 
that the DBE and LDBE fulfil their obligation in 
terms of this judgment that there are no more 
#ToiletPaperPromises. We are working on a progress 
barometer to monitor the efforts of the education 
authorities to deliver safe sanitation in schools.

https://section27.org.za/wp-content/
uploads/2021/09/Komape-Judgment-17.09.21.pdf

02 Challenge to the Copyright  
Act to #EndTheBookFamine

https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Section27_Copyright-Factsheet_20210915_V3.pdf
https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Section27_Copyright-Factsheet_20210915_V3.pdf
http://section27.org.za/2021/09/high-court-declares-copyright-act-unconstitutional/
https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Komape-Judgment-17.09.21.pdf
https://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Komape-Judgment-17.09.21.pdf


32021 YEAR IN REVIEW

Vaccine hesitancy has been recognised by the World Health Organisation 
as a major health threat. While some people are genuinely concerned and 

unsure about the safety of the COVID-19 vaccine and its development, 
myths and disinformation threaten to derail global vaccination programmes 

that aim to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.

This year, on the radio airwaves and on the ground, 
in Gauteng, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Kwa-Zulu Natal 
and the Eastern Cape, SECTION27 activists have 
been disseminating information on vaccines on local 
community radio stations and in community-based 
workshops. 

When deciding whether to get the vaccine, it’s 
important to separate myths from facts. Throughout 
the year, we developed various vaccine literacy 
materials, including our train-the-trainer manual.

Together with partners, we have translated parts of 
the manual into various local languages, including 
isiZulu, isiXhosa, Sesotho, Setswana and Tshivenda. 
You can find these vaccine literacy resources on our 
website.

https://section27.org.za/covid19-vaccine-literacy/

03 Vaccine Literacy

https://section27.org.za/covid19-vaccine-literacy/
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SECTION27 represents 44 of the bereaved 
families in this important legal process, 
hoping that the court finds evidence of 
criminal liability on the part of Gauteng 
Department of Health officials and NGO 
owners who were involved in the tragedy. 
You can catch replays of the proceeding on 
the Judiciary YouTube channel. The inquest 
adjourned on 3 December and will continue 
next year.

https://www.youtube.com/c/JudiciaryRSA 

In May, SECTION27 and South African Depression and Anxiety Group 
launched the Life Esidimeni online Memorial and Advocacy website in 

memory of the 144 people who died in the Life Esidimeni tragedy. 

Please visit the site and get help accessing quality mental 
healthcare services or raise concerns about the suspected 
ill-treatment of mental healthcare patients at health 
facilities. This feature ensures that the tragedy of Life 
Esidimeni never happens again.

https://www.lifeesidimeni.org.za/ 

The Inquest into the Life Esidimeni tragedy commenced on 19 July 
2021, with Judge Teffo presiding over the virtual proceedings. 

04 Life Esidimeni Inquest

05 Mental Health

https://www.youtube.com/c/JudiciaryRSA
https://www.lifeesidimeni.org.za/
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But this is only part of the solution to improve access to medicines. 
Back at home, long promised intellectual property reforms are needed 
to achieve equitable and universal access to medicines for HIV, TB, 
cancer and other diseases.

On two occasions this year, activists from the Fix The Patent Laws 
Campaign marched to the Department of Trade, Industry and 
Competition to urge the Minister to prioritise the reform of our 
intellectual property laws in the interests of public health.

South Africa has been leading in international calls for equitable 
access to COVID-19 medicines and vaccines, jointly proposing a 

waiver on intellectual property for COVID-19 medical technologies 
at the World Trade Organization. 

https://section27.org.za/2021/11/media-advisory-activists-to-march-
to-department-of-trade-industry-and-competition-to-fixpatentlaw-
on-9-nov-2021/ 

Throughout 2021, we continued to advocate for migrants, refugees, 
asylum seekers, and undocumented persons living in South Africa, who 
are routinely denied access to healthcare at public health facilities and 

turned away because they can’t afford to pay hospital fees. 

06 Fix the Patent Laws

07 Access to health  
care for Migrants continues

next page

https://section27.org.za/2021/11/media-advisory-activists-to-march-to-department-of-trade-industry-and-competition-to-fixpatentlaw-on-9-nov-2021/
https://section27.org.za/2021/11/media-advisory-activists-to-march-to-department-of-trade-industry-and-competition-to-fixpatentlaw-on-9-nov-2021/
https://section27.org.za/2021/11/media-advisory-activists-to-march-to-department-of-trade-industry-and-competition-to-fixpatentlaw-on-9-nov-2021/
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We have published opinion pieces and 
conducted radio interviews to inform 
communities about what the law says on 
the right to health for documented and 
undocumented migrants. 

In 2021, we continued our work with schools, conducting 
workshops on sexual and reproductive health and rights and 

trainings on how to identify and report sexual violence. 

We are acutely aware of the effects 
the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
the realisation of SRHR for women 
and young girls. Our team have 
documented the startling reality of our 
country’s teenage pregnancy crisis 
and the impact of regressing safe 
abortion services on women’s health. 
Additionally, our SRHR team contributed 
to the UN special rapporteur report on 
the right of everyone to the enjoyment 
of the highest attainable standard 
of physical and mental health, giving 
insights on various SRHR issues 
experienced in South Africa.

08 Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights

https://www.news24.com/news24/columnists/guestcolumn/opinion-boitumelo-masipa-failing-to-look-after-our-young-girls-will-be-our-biggest-regret-20210929
https://www.news24.com/news24/columnists/guestcolumn/opinion-boitumelo-masipa-failing-to-look-after-our-young-girls-will-be-our-biggest-regret-20210929
https://www.news24.com/news24/columnists/guestcolumn/opinion-boitumelo-masipa-failing-to-look-after-our-young-girls-will-be-our-biggest-regret-20210929
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/76/172
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After countless engagements with the DBE and provincial education 
departments, we reinstituted legal proceedings against education 

authorities for failing to address barriers to the National School 
Nutrition Programme (NSNP).

Together with the Treatment Action Campaign, SECTION 27 
presented submissions on the National Insurance Health Bill and 

reiterated our vision for universal healthcare to Parliament. 
https://section27.org.za/2021/12/nhi-presentation-to-parliament-world-aids-day-2021/

09 National School  
Nutrition Programme 

With the increased prevalence of child hunger 
and household food insecurity, we returned 
to court with our partners Equal Education 
and the Equal Education Law Centre to 
demand that the government departments 
develop responsive and practical plans for 
the NSNP which take into account the new 
challenges learners face when accessing 
school meals because of rotating school 
timetables and COVID-19 related school 
closures. 

We entered into negotiations with legal 
representatives for the education authorities, 
resulting in a settlement agreement in 
which the government parties committed to 
developing new plans for the NSNP.

By the government’s own estimates, more 
than 1.5 million learners were not receiving 
daily school meals for over a year, despite 
OUR 2020 COURT ORDER. 

10 National Health Insurance

SECTION27 and Concentric Alliance 
jointly produced a report about the 
urgent need for sustainable health 
reform in South Africa.

https://section27.org.za/2021/12/health-
systems-reform-perspectives-and-proposals/

https://section27.org.za/2021/12/nhi-presentation-to-parliament-world-aids-day-2021/
https://section27.org.za/2021/12/health-systems-reform-perspectives-and-proposals/
https://section27.org.za/2021/12/health-systems-reform-perspectives-and-proposals/
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Many years ago, SECTION27 challenged the failure to take action 
on an environmental report that showed that a school in the 
Northern Cape was built with and in an area full of asbestos. 

Learners were getting asbestosis as a result.

On 21 October 2021, SECTION27 was admitted as amicus 
curiae in another unsafe school infrastructure case. In this 

case, we argued that education authorities must do more to 
ensure better security at schools. 

11 KHiba school

12 Infrastructure in Schools

The province settled the case and 
moved the learners temporarily to 
another school. In 2021, a brand 
new Khiba School was built for 
learners in the area. 

This case stems from an incident 
involving a learner who was fatally 
electrocuted in 2017 after she stepped 
on exposed wires that were there as a 
result of theft of electrical equipment 
at her school.

https://section27.org.za/2021/10/
section27-calls-for-better-security-
and-safe-infrastructure-at-schools/ 

https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-calls-for-better-security-and-safe-infrastructure-at-schools/
https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-calls-for-better-security-and-safe-infrastructure-at-schools/
https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-calls-for-better-security-and-safe-infrastructure-at-schools/
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At the beginning of the year, we updated Our School Safety 
Guide with the latest directions and guidelines for maintaining 

school safety during COVID-19 in 2021. 

This year, we welcomed the news that the KwaZulu Natal (KZN) 
Learner Transport Policy was approved by the KZN cabinet on 
9 June 2021. The implementation of this policy was achieved 

after sustained advocacy and litigation. 

13 School Safety Guidelines

14 School Transport Policy

SECTION27 has been representing disability rights 
organisation, Siphilisa Isizwe since 2017, pushing to  
ensure that the special needs of learners with disabilities 
were catered for in the provincial school transport policy.  
The newly adopted KZN Learner Transport Policy sets an 
example for provinces that have yet to provide for learners 
with disabilities in their transport policies.

https://section27.org.za/2021/09/kzn-learner-transport-
policy-is-a-victory-for-learners-with-disabilities/ 

https://section27.org.za/2020/06/school-
safety-guiding-principles-a-guide-for-
learners-caregivers-educators-and-
school-staff/ 

Our School Safety Guide provides learners, 
parents and educators with information on 
and contacts for reporting COVID-19 safety 
compliance issues.

https://section27.org.za/2021/09/kzn-learner-transport-policy-is-a-victory-for-learners-with-disabilities/
https://section27.org.za/2021/09/kzn-learner-transport-policy-is-a-victory-for-learners-with-disabilities/
https://section27.org.za/2020/06/school-safety-guiding-principles-a-guide-for-learners-caregivers-educators-and-school-staff/
https://section27.org.za/2020/06/school-safety-guiding-principles-a-guide-for-learners-caregivers-educators-and-school-staff/
https://section27.org.za/2020/06/school-safety-guiding-principles-a-guide-for-learners-caregivers-educators-and-school-staff/
https://section27.org.za/2020/06/school-safety-guiding-principles-a-guide-for-learners-caregivers-educators-and-school-staff/
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Corporal punishment is unlawful in South Africa, yet it remains widespread 
in schools. SECTION27 launched legal proceedings against the South 

African Council for Educators (SACE) after the institution imposed light 
sanctions on two teachers found guilty of corporal punishment.  

We have also instituted legal action against education and 
police authorities for their collective failure to deal with 

rampant sexual abuse and harassment of learners at schools. 

Through this court application, we seek to address 
what seems to have become the status quo with 
incidents of sexual abuse.

https://section27.org.za/2021/10/
section27-institutes-legal-action-against-
education-and-police-authorities-for-their-
collective-failure-to-deal-with-the-sexual-
abuse-and-harassment-of-learners/ 

As the custodian of the education profession, SACE 
has a duty to protect learners from harm and violence 
and enforce the law on corporal punishment. 

Incidents of corporal punishment often go 
unaddressed, sometimes because learners and 
parents have little insight about how or where 
to report these cases. For this reason, we have 
developed a guide to help inform learners, parents 
and educators on the various processes for reporting 
corporal punishment.

15 Corporal Punishment in Schools

16 Sexual Violence in Schools

https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-institutes-legal-action-against-education-and-police-authorities-for-their-collective-failure-to-deal-with-the-sexual-abuse-and-harassment-of-learners/
https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-institutes-legal-action-against-education-and-police-authorities-for-their-collective-failure-to-deal-with-the-sexual-abuse-and-harassment-of-learners/
https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-institutes-legal-action-against-education-and-police-authorities-for-their-collective-failure-to-deal-with-the-sexual-abuse-and-harassment-of-learners/
https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-institutes-legal-action-against-education-and-police-authorities-for-their-collective-failure-to-deal-with-the-sexual-abuse-and-harassment-of-learners/
https://section27.org.za/2021/10/section27-institutes-legal-action-against-education-and-police-authorities-for-their-collective-failure-to-deal-with-the-sexual-abuse-and-harassment-of-learners/
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We were deeply concerned by the widespread civil unrest 
which gripped the country in July. We called on the government 

to address the root causes of the unrest by delivering more 
comprehensive social and economic support to millions of people 

who need it now more than ever. 

In March 2021, SECTION27 represented the Treatment Action 
Campaign and several infectious diseases specialists in an amicus 
curiae intervention in a case where several parties challenged the 

South African Health Products Regulatory Authority’s failure to allow 
widespread use of ivermectin for the treatment of COVID-19. 

Our clients argued that evidence-based medicines 
regulation is important and in keeping with the 
constitutional right to access health care services. 
The matter was settled between the main parties 
and our amicus curiae application was not heard. 

17 July Unrest

18 Ivermectin

Read our statement here.

https://section27.org.za/2021/07/
section27-statement-on-unrest-in-
south-africa/ 

https://section27.org.za/2021/07/section27-statement-on-unrest-in-south-africa/
https://section27.org.za/2021/07/section27-statement-on-unrest-in-south-africa/
https://section27.org.za/2021/07/section27-statement-on-unrest-in-south-africa/
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Late in 2021, SECTION27 
sought to intervene as 
amicus curiae (a friend 
of the court) in a case 
brought by the African 
Christian Democratic 
Party and others, who are 
challenging the rollout 
of COVID-19 vaccines to 
adolescents and teens. 

SECTION27 argues that children’s 
rights to basic education, 
health, and equality are served 
by vaccinating them against 
COVID-19. Since the start of the 
pandemic, learners have suffered 
significant learning losses because 
of COVID-19 related schoolclosures.

We launched a public education 
campaign to help learners, parents 
and communities understand that 
vaccinations are safe and effective 
when used in adolescents and 
will help prevent further school 
closures and rotational learning.

SECTION27 activists joined nationwide climate justice 
demonstrations calling for system change in the energy sector. 

19 COVID-19 vaccination for 
adolescents and teens

20 Climate Justice continues
next page
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Activists called for the uprooting of the 
Department of Minerals and Energy, which 
has refused to pay attention to the need to 
transform the country’s energy sector and 
move toward greener energy sources. Instead, 
the DMRE has insisted on maintaining the fossil 
fuel industry, entering into new non-renewable 
energy deals that will have lasting negative 
impacts on the climate and the environment in 
South Africa. 

Our climate justice activists have been involved 
in the production of season 2 of the Climate 
Justice Coalition, Just Us and the Climate 
podcast, exploring climate justice issues that 
affect communities in South Africa. You can 
stream season 2 on all major podcast platforms. 

https://tinyurl.com/3hrvh5p7 

This year we were disappointed by the budget outlook, first the 
national budget presented by the then Finance Minister, Tito Mboweni 

in February and the mid-term budget policy speech tabled by new 
finance minister Enoch Godongwana in November. 

21 Budgeting for  
socio-economic rights

The national budget and MTBPS have followed the trend 
of austerity seen in previous years, reflecting continued 
cuts in real terms to spending on socio-economic rights. 
The devastating impacts of austerity have been measured 
in our analysis of the two budgets.

https://section27.org.za/2021/02/2021-budget-not-
so-hopeful-for-basic-education-or-healthcare/ 

https://section27.org.za/2021/11/section27-response-
to-2021-mtbps/ 

https://tinyurl.com/3hrvh5p7
https://section27.org.za/2021/02/2021-budget-not-so-hopeful-for-basic-education-or-healthcare/
https://section27.org.za/2021/02/2021-budget-not-so-hopeful-for-basic-education-or-healthcare/
https://section27.org.za/2021/11/section27-response-to-2021-mtbps/
https://section27.org.za/2021/11/section27-response-to-2021-mtbps/
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1 2 3#EndTheBookFamine for 
people who are blind or 
visually impaired through 
copyright reform

#FixthePatentLaws - 
Mobilising support for 
international and domestic 
patent reform. 

#MentalHealthMatters - 
breaking the stigma and 
ensuring better access to 
mental healthcare. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=42c8aA9lUKY& 
feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UZrlmkmwuqw& 
feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=L_7_94-Ib5Y&t= 
119s

22 Webinars

23

24 #10YearsofImpact

Spotlight remains consistent in reporting accurate 
and informative health news, researching, the 
latest health science and innovations, uncovering 
stories of communities who struggle to access 
health services and digging up dirt on politicians 
implicated in corruption in health. 

Spotlight published several special editions, including one on mental 
health and women in health. 

spotlightnsp.co.za

SECTION27’s 2020 Annual 
Review documents ten years 
of impact in social justice.

http://section2710yearsofimpact.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OOSM2BzpWXM 
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